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Azykh Cave: A Unique Site Hosting Three Different Species of
the Genus Homo

Azıh Mağarası: Homo Cinsinin Üç Farklı Türüne Ev Sahipliği Yapan
Benzersiz Bir Alan
 
Yakup MEMMEDOV [1]

 
Abstract

The Azykh Paleolithic cave camp site was discovered in 1960 by
archaeologist Mammadali Huseynov in the Khojavand region. Located
on the left bank of the Kuruchay River, the cave sits at an elevation of
950 meters above sea level and 200–250 meters above the current
riverbed. It has two entrances and five chambers, with a total area of
1,250 m², a length of 250 meters, and a height of 20 meters. The cave is
of karstic origin.

Azykh Cave, considered one of the largest karstic caves in the South
Caucasus, has yielded a total of 6,232 stone tools across 10
archaeological layers, belonging to three distinct archaeological
cultures. Of these, 199 artifacts were recovered from layers VII–X and
are attributed to the Kuruchay Culture (dating from approximately 1.2
million to 780 thousand years ago). No paleoanthropological remains
were found in these layers.

From layer VI, 2,000 specimens were found, and from layer V, 289
specimens were recovered. A hominid remain dating back 350,000–
400,000 years was discovered in layer V, and analyses indicate that it
belongs to the species Homo heidelbergensis. From layer III, which
belongs to the Mousterian Culture, 3,744 specimens were found.
During unauthorized excavations, a Neanderthal remain (a tooth) was
discovered.

[1] Dr., Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology of the
Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences, Department of History
and Archaeology of Khazar University, Baku - Azerbaijan
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These findings indicate that Azikh Cave hosted three different
species of the genus Homo. With this characteristic, Azykh Cave
holds unique significance. Following the liberation of Karabakh
from occupation, archaeological research at Azikh Cave has
resumed.

As a result of the surface surveys conducted by Prof. Ismayil
Baykara in Van Province between 2014 and 2021, numerous
chipped stone artifacts made of obsidian were identified in the
Erciş district, belonging to the Lower and Middle Paleolithic
periods. Dating studies carried out in the region revealed that the
lava flow at the site dates back approximately 420,000 ± 24 years.
When the technological and typological analysis of the chipped
stone artifacts is evaluated alongside the dating results, it is
concluded that the site belongs to the Lower Paleolithic Period,
specifically the Late Acheulean Culture. These findings are
comparable to the VI–V layers of the Azikh Cave in Azerbaijan and
the Qaraca site (dating from 460,000 to 370,000 years ago).

Keywords: South Caucasus, Azykh Cave, Paleolithic, Kuruchay
Culture, Lithic Technology.



Özet

Azıh paleolitik mağara kamp alanı, 1960 yılında arkeolog Mammadali
Hüseynov tarafından Hocavand bölgesinde keşfedilmiştir. Kuruçay’ın
sol kıyısında, deniz seviyesinden 950 m yükseklikte ve günümüz çay
yatağından 200-250 m yukarıda konumlanan, iki girişi ve beş salonu
olan mağara (toplam alanı 1250 m², uzunluğu 250 m, yüksekliği 20 m)
karstik kökenlidir.

Güney Kafkasya’daki en büyük karstik mağaralardan biri olarak kabul
edilen Azıh Mağarası’nda 10 arkeolojik tabakada üç farklı arkeolojik
kültüre ait toplam 6232 taş alet ortaya çıkarılmıştır. Bunların 199 tanesi
Kuruçay Kültürü’ne ait VII–X tabakalardan elde edilmiştir (1.2 milyon
yıl önceden 780 bin yıl öncesine kadar). Bu tabakada herhangi bir
paleoantropolojik kalıntıya rastlanmamıştır.

VI. tabakadan 2000, V. tabakadan 289 örnek bulunmuştur. V.
tabakadan 350-400 bin yıl öncesine ait bir hominid kalıntısı
keşfedilmiş olup, analizler onun Homo heidelbergensis türüne ait
olduğunu göstermektedir.

Mustyen Kültürü’ne ait III. tabakadan ise 3744 örnek bulunmuştur.
Burada yapılan izinsiz kazılarda bir Neandertal kalıntısı (diş)
keşfedilmiştir. Bu veriler Azıh Mağarası’nın Homo cinsine ait üç farklı
türe ev sahipliği yaptığını göstermektedir. Bu özelliği ile Azıh Mağarası
eşsiz bir öneme sahiptir. Karabağ’ın işgalden kurtarılmasının ardından
Azıh Mağarası’nda arkeolojik araştırmalar yeniden başlatılmıştır.

2014–2021 yılları arasında Prof. İsmayıl Baykara tarafından Van ilinde
gerçekleştirilen yüzey araştırmasının sonuçlarında, ilin Erciş ilçesinde
obsidiyenden yapılmış çok sayıda Alt ve Orta Paleolitik dönemlere ait
yontma taş kalıntısı tespit edilmiştir. Bölgede yapılan tarihlendirme
çalışmaları sonucunda buluntu alanındaki lav akıntısının yaklaşık
420.000 ± 24 yıl öncesine ait olduğu belirlenmiştir. Yontma taş
kalıntılarının teknolojik ve tipolojik incelemesi,  tarihlendirme  çalışma-
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ları sonucunda buluntu alanındaki lav akıntısının yaklaşık 420.000 ± 24
yıl öncesine ait olduğu belirlenmiştir. Yontma taş kalıntılarının
teknolojik ve tipolojik incelemesi, tarihlendirme çalışmalarıyla birlikte
değerlendirildiğinde, bu alanın Alt Paleolitik Dönem, Geç Acheulean
Kültürü’ne ait olduğu ortaya konmuştur. Bu buluntular,
Azerbaycan’daki Azıh Mağarası’nın VI-V tabakaları ve Qaraca (460–370
bin yıl önce) alanı ile karşılaştırılabilir niteliktedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Güney Kafkasya, Azıh Mağarası, Paleolitik,
Kuruçay Kültürü, Yontma taş Teknolojisi
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	The Azykh Paleolithic cave camp site was discovered in 1960 by archaeologist Mammadali Huseynov in the Khojavand region. Located on the left bank of the Kuruchay River, the cave sits at an elevation of 950 meters above sea level and 200–250 meters above the current riverbed. It has two entrances and five chambers, with a total area of 1,250 m², a length of 250 meters, and a height of 20 meters. The cave is of karstic origin.
	Azykh Cave, considered one of the largest karstic caves in the South Caucasus, has yielded a total of 6,232 stone tools across 10 archaeological layers, belonging to three distinct archaeological cultures. Of these, 199 artifacts were recovered from layers VII–X and are attributed to the Kuruchay Culture (dating from approximately 1.2 million to 780 thousand years ago). No paleoanthropological remains were found in these layers.
	From layer VI, 2,000 specimens were found, and from layer V, 289 specimens were recovered. A hominid remain dating back 350,000–400,000 years was discovered in layer V, and analyses indicate that it belongs to the species Homo heidelbergensis. From layer III, which belongs to the Mousterian Culture, 3,744 specimens were found. During unauthorized excavations, a Neanderthal remain (a tooth) was discovered.
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	These findings indicate that Azikh Cave hosted three different species of the genus Homo. With this characteristic, Azykh Cave holds unique significance. Following the liberation of Karabakh from occupation, archaeological research at Azikh Cave has resumed.
	As a result of the surface surveys conducted by Prof. Ismayil Baykara in Van Province between 2014 and 2021, numerous chipped stone artifacts made of obsidian were identified in the Erciş district, belonging to the Lower and Middle Paleolithic periods. Dating studies carried out in the region revealed that the lava flow at the site dates back approximately 420,000 ± 24 years. When the technological and typological analysis of the chipped stone artifacts is evaluated alongside the dating results, it is concluded that the site belongs to the Lower Paleolithic Period, specifically the Late Acheulean Culture. These findings are comparable to the VI–V layers of the Azikh Cave in Azerbaijan and the Qaraca site (dating from 460,000 to 370,000 years ago).
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