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XOZOR UNIVERSITETININ TOSISCisI,
DIREKTORLAR VO QOYYUMLAR SURASININ
SODRI PROF.AKAD. HAMLET iSAXANLININ
XOZOR UNIVERSITETININ 35 iLLIK YUBILEYINO
HOSR OLUNMUS MORASIMD®O ACILIS NIiTQI
BAKI, HILTON HOTELI, 17 MART 2026-CI IL

asadlglmlz icindo oldugumuz gergak diinya ilo yanasi, insanin bir xoyal diinyasi

da var, sonsuz, ucsuz-bucagsiz... Insan homiso xayal ilo gergoklik arasinda var-gol

edir, xayal etdiklorini gercok hoyatda gérmok istoyir. Xayal yaradiciligin canidir,
anasidir. Badii odobiyyat xoyalin mohsuludur. Musiqi vo incosonat xoyalin 6vladlaridir. Tobiot
elmloari do, texnologiya da 6z fovgolads ugurlarina gore xoyala ¢ox borcludur. A. Einstein bu-
nu belo ifado etmisdir: “Xoyal bilikdon daha vacibdir. Bilik mohduddur, xoyal iso biitiin diin-
yani qucagina alir, toraqqiyo yol agir”.

1990-c1 ilin ortalarinda, Sovetlor Birliyinin bdyiik bohran kegirdiyi, igtisadiyyatin vo siyasi
sistemin ¢cokmaokds oldugu, xalqin azadliq istoyinin zilo qalxdigi bir dovrds, mani, Avropa va
Simali Amerika soforlorimdon do gidalanan bir hiss-hoyocan biiriimiisdii: ali tohsil sistemi-
mizdo ciddi doyisikliklor, islahat edilmolidir, amma bu uzun vo ¢otin igdir, dovlot isidir; boalko
0ziim naso eda bilorom, iiroyimdon kecon, xoyalimda baslodiyim “yaxsi, giiclii, ¢cagdas ali
moktob” fikrini hoyata kecirmok miimkiin olarm1?! Bu ideya inanilmaz olsa da, utopiya kimi
gorilinso do, cozbedici idi.

Gorason hokumat bu iso neco baxar? Xosboxtlikdon dovriin hokumat bascisi da bonzor
fikirdo imis. Horgond ki, hokumot 6zii agir, ¢otin voziyyatds idi. Bir ne¢o maraqli vo vacib
goriislor naticosinds tarixo daxil olan iki imza atildi: 20 dekabr 1990 - c1 il hazirliq aparilmasi
haqqinda soroncam vo 18 mart 1991 - ci il, bu giin var olan, ¢igoklonon Xozor Universitetinin
qurulmas1 haqqinda hokumat gorar1! Azarbaycanin milli miistaqillik giiniine 7 ay qalirdi. Bu,
tok Azorbaycanda deyil, biitiin Sovetlor Birliyindo hokumat qorari ilo yaradilmis ilk 6zal uni-
versitet oldu!

1991-ci ilin yazinda 19 talobs, bir qrup miisllim va inzibatg¢ilar, comi hardasa 30 adam iso
basladiq. Mon xoyalimda qurdugum, diinya tocriibasinoe osaslanan g6zsl, maraqli golocoyimiz
haqqinda soéhboat edorken, otrafimdakilarin goézlorinin parladigini goriirdiim. Miisllim vo
tolobalorimizi miibadils proqramlari ilo Amerikaya gondordik, onlar geri qayidanda “Hamlet
miiollim, siz bizo sdyloadiklorinizi indi daha yaxs1 basa diisiiriik” deyirdilor. Diinya universi-
tetlori ilo s1x olago qurdug, onlardan ¢ox sey Oyrondik. Votona, bolgoyo xidmotlo yanasi, bir
diinya universiteti olmaga ¢alisdiq. ©vval ABS ilo, sonra Avropa, Tiirkiyo vo Iranla, eyni za-
manda Cin, Yaponiya, Koreya, Malayziya vo Avstraliya ali moktablori ilo amokdaslhq etdik.
Girctistan vo Orta Asiya ilo yaxinlagdiq.

Yol gedoa-gedo ¢ox “ilk”lors imza atdiq - 6lkomizdas ilk ingilisdilli, ilk tolobs markazli uni-
versitet oldug, ilk bakalavr vo magistr proqramlarini, ilk kredit yigma tohsil modelini hazir-
layib iso saldiq, soffaflig1 vo akademik sorbostliyi vurgulayan vo hoyata kegiron ilk ali moktob
oldug, bir sira sahalords 6lkomizdas ilk ciddi laboratoriyalar qurduq. “Diinya” adli ilk milli vo
beynolxalq IB moktoblor sobokosini qurdug, ilk universitet Direktorlar vo Qoyyumlar Surasi-
n1 (Tiirkiyede — “Miitevelli Heyoti”, ingilisco - “Board of Trustees” deyirlor) yaratdiq vo sair
Vo sair.
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Tohsil vo aragdirmada keyfiyyati toyin edon amillori, biitlin toraflori inkisaf etdirmoys ¢a-
lisdig. Oyrononi, yoni toloboni vo dyradani, yoni alimi, miiollimi ciddi segib yetisdirmoklo
masgul oldug. Diinya ilo sasloson dinamik tohsil modeli, ¢agdas proqramlar va elmi-texnoloji
ideyalar tizorinds islodik. Zoruri maddi-texniki qaynaqlar1 (binalar, laboratoriya, klinika, ki-
tabxana, idman vo madoniyyat ocaqlari...) yaratdiq. Vo nohayst, ¢ox miihiim olan, hoyati
vacib olan bir cohati — x0s vo isgiizar insani miihiti qura bildik.

Biz xosboxt ailo olduq - Xozor Universiteti ailosi, tolobalor, miiollimlor, is¢ilor, valideynlor,
mozunlar, mozunlarimizi igo gotiiranlor. 30 adamla basladiq, bu giin Xozor Universiteti vo
Diinya moktobi birlikdo hardasa 10 min adamin oxudugu, ¢alisdigi, 6lkoads, bolgado vo
diinyada taninmis elm, tohsil vo madoniyyat morkozi olduq. Birlikdo ugur qazandiq, bo-
yudiik, gliclondik, daxili ilo xarici, zehni vo galbi homahang olan yaradici, xos vo samimi
miihit yaratdiq. Insanin tobistindo olan bilmok, xosboxt olmaq arzusunu institutlasdirmaga,
davamli, dayaniqli etmoyo ¢aligdiq. Diinya Maktobinin qurucusu Nailo xanim “Xosboxtlik
gdydon diigmiir” deyirdi, “xosboxtliyi qurmaq lazimdir, otrafdakilari xosboxt etmok xos-
boxtliyin zirvesidir” deyirdi. ©lbatto, diinyada connot yoxdur, milkommaol he¢ no yoxdur. Biz
miitkommaolliys can atiriq, devizimiz, stiarimiz, rohbar prinsipimiz budur: “Har giin, hor saat
miikommolliys dogru”!

OPENING SPEECH BY PROF.ACAD. HAMLET
ISAKHANLI, FOUNDER OF KHAZAR
UNIVERSITY AND CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS AND TRUSTEES, AT THE CEREMONY
DEDICATED TO THE 35TH ANNIVERSARY OF
=

KHAZAR UNIVERSITY
BAKU, HILTON HOTEL, 17 MARCH 2026

longside the real world in which we live, there also exists a world of dreams - an

Ainﬁnite and boundless world. People constantly move between dreams and reality,

wishing to see in real life what they imagine in their dreams. Dreams are the soul

and the mother of creativity. Fiction is the product of dreams. Music and art are the children of

dreams. Both the natural sciences and technology owe many of their extraordinary successes

to dreams. Albert Einstein expressed it this way: “Dreams are more important than knowledge.
Knowledge is limited, but dreams embrace the whole world and open the way to progress.”

In the middle of 1990s, when the Soviet Union was experiencing a deep crisis, the eco-
nomy and political system were collapsing, and the people’s desire for freedom was growing
stronger. I was filled with a sense of excitement and responsibility, also inspired by my travels
in Europe and North America. I believed that serious changes and reforms were necessary in
our higher education system. Yet this was a long and difficult task, essentially a matter for the
state. Still, I asked myself: perhaps I could do something myself? Was it possible to realize
the idea of a “good, strong, modern university” that I had long cherished in my heart and in
my dreams? Although this idea seemed incredible, almost utopian, it was deeply attractive.

I wondered how the government would view such an initiative. Fortunately, the head of
government at the time shared a similar vision, even though the government itself was going
through a very difficult period. After several important and memorable meetings, two historic
decisions were signed: the order of December 20, 1990, initiating preparations, and the go-

(To be continued page 14)
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vernment resolution of March 18, 1991, establishing Khazar University, which exists and
flourishes today. At that time, there were seven months left until the National Independence
Day of Azerbaijan. Khazar University thus became the first private university established by
a government decision not only in Azerbaijan but in the entire Soviet Union.

In the spring of 1991, a small group of 19 students together with teachers and administrators,
about 30 people in total, began the work. As I spoke about the beautiful and exciting future
that I had envisioned, drawing on international experience, I could see the enthusiasm in the
shining eyes of those around me. We sent our teachers and students to the United States thro-
ugh exchange programs, and when they returned, they often said, “Mr. Isakhanli, now we un-
derstand much better what you meant.” We established close ties with universities around the
world and learned greatly from these collaborations. While serving our country and region,
we also aspired to become a world university. Our first collaborations were with the United
States, followed by partnerships with Europe, Tiirkiye, and Iran, as well as universities in
China, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, and Australia. We also strengthened our ties with Georgia and
Central Asia.

Along this path, we achieved many “firsts.” We became the first institution in our country
where English was the main language of instruction and the first student-centered university.
We developed and launched the first bachelor’s and master’s degree programs based on mo-
dern international standards and introduced the first credit-based education model. We were
the first higher education institution in the country to emphasize and actively implement
transparency and academic freedom. For the first time in Azerbaijan, we established advanced
laboratories in several fields. We founded the first national network of schools, “Diinya,” of-
fering international IB programs. We also created the first university Board of Trustees in the
country, and many other initiatives followed.

We worked to develop all the elements that determine quality in education and research.
We devoted great attention to the careful selection and development of both learners - the
students and teachers - the scholars. We focused on building a strong dynamic educational
model, modern academic programs, and innovative scientific and technological ideas. At the
same time, we created the necessary material and technical resources: buildings, laboratories,
clinics, libraries, and sports and cultural centers. Finally, and perhaps most importantly, we
succeeded in building a warm, inspiring, and productive human environment.

Over time, we became a happy family - the Khazar University family, composed of students,
teachers, staff, parents, graduates, and those who employ our graduates. We began with only
about 30 people. Today, together with Diinya School, Khazar University has grown into a
major center of science, education, and culture, where about 10,000 people study and work,
and which is recognized throughout the country, the region, and the world. Together we have
succeeded, grown, and become stronger, establishing a creative, welcoming, and sincere en-
vironment where the inner and the outer, the mind and the heart, exist in harmony. We have
tried to institutionalize and sustain the natural human desire to learn, and to be happy. Nailo
xanim, the founding director of Diinya School, often said: “Happiness does not fall from the
sky. You must build it. Making those around you happy is the highest form of happiness.” Of
course, there is no paradise in this world, and nothing is perfect. Yet we strive for perfection.
Our motto, our guiding principle, has always been: “Towards perfection every day, every ho-
ur,” or simply, “Always Leading the Way.”
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