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PREHISTORIC SURVEY AT AVEY MOUNTAIN A WORKING REPORT OF THE

2015 SEASON
Gazakh district

Y.Nishiaki, M.Mursagulov, M.Musaguliyev, P.P.Gasimov, Y.V.Mammadov,
Sh.A.Salimbeyov, H.Nakata, K.Shimogama
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Fig. 1. Map of the sites and locations (numbered blue pins) in the Avey Mountain (Aveydad) visited during the 2015 survey.
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1. INTRODUCTION

This report provides a preliminary account of a site reconnaissance survey conducted August 18-21, 2015,
by the Azerbaijan-Japan Archaeological Mission to Géytepe in the Avey Mountain, West Azerbaijan. The purpose
of the survey was to examine the feasibility of the region for intensive prehistoric investigations in the future.
Specifically, the survey aimed to discover pre-Neolithic settlements to help clarify the origins of food-producing
economies in the South Caucasus. This aim derives from our current archaeological work at Goytepe and Hacl
Elamxanli Tepe, Tovuz. OQur excavations at these Neolithic sites revealed that a fully developed food-producing
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economy in the region dates from at least the beginning of the sixth millennium BC (Guliyev and Nishiaki 2012,
2014; Nishiaki et al. 2015). Moreover, the excavations showed that pottery was rarely used during that period,
suggesting the first full-fledged food-producing economy was a local aceramic community rather than a Neolithic
society with knowledge of pottery that was fully developed outside the region.

These results led us to establish our next research target, which was to investigate the local hunter-
gatherer society—namely, the Mesolithic society considered to have developed a food-producing economy during
the early sixth millennium BC. In fact, we had already conducted site reconnaissance surveys in areas such as the
valleys of the Zayam Cay (2011), Esrik Cay (2012), and Tovuz Cay (2013). However, none of these surveys
revealed possible Mesolithic sites. During the 2013 season in particular, we paid special attention to the
hilly/mountainous region west of Tovuz, but failed to locate any possible early sites, despite the fact that the
region geologically consists of limestone formations with caves and rockshelters, which are considered favorable
for Palealithic-Mesolithic occupations. Accordingly, we felt it necessary to investigate new regions. Avey Mountain
was thus chosen for the 2015 survey. This mountain is known as the site of the prehistoric Damali Cave, where
Mesolithic artifacts were discovered in the 1950s (Huseynov 2010). In light of this fact, and considering that the
mountain is located next to the Ganja-Qazax plain—one of the heartlands of the first food-producing communities
in the South Caucasus—Avey presents a promising field for our research.

Against this background, we conducted a feasibility survey this summer. The survey was organized as a
project of the Azerbaijan-Japan Archaeological Mission to Goytepe, in collaboration with the Kesikcidag National
Historical-Cultural Reserve. The latter is in charge of the cultural and natural heritage of the Avey. On the
occasion of submitting this report, we would like to thank Dr. Maisa N. Ragimova, director of the Institute of
Archaeology and Ethnography, National Academy of Sciences, who obtained a permit for our archaeological work.
We also acknowledge our fruitful and ongoing collaboration with Dr. Farhad Guliev, director of the Azerbaijani
mission to Goytepe, who helped make the necessary arrangements for completing the fieldwork. Last but not
least, our deepest thanks go to Dr. Musa Mursaqulov of the Kesikcidag National Historical-Cultural Reserve.
Without his kind understanding and support, this survey would not have been possible. Moreover, Dr. Mursaqulov
joined our actual survey, offering his expert knowledge of the mountain.

The members who joined the survey consisted of the following: Dr. Musa Mursaqulov, Kesikcidag National
Historical-Cultural Reserve, Azerbaijan; Mr. Memmad Musaquliev, Kesikcidag National Historical-Cultural Reserve,
Azerbaijan; Mr. Parviz Qasimov, Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography, Azerbaijan; Mr. Yaqub Mammadov,
Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography, Azerbaijan; Mr. Sahin Salimbayov, Institute of Archaeology and
Ethnography, Azerbaijan; Prof. Yoshihiro Nishiaki, the University of Tokyo, Japan; Dr. Hiroto Nakata, Aoyama-
Gakuin University, Japan; Mr. Kazuya Shimogama, Ancient Crient Museum, Japan.

Travel and research expenses were supported by a grant from the Japan Society for the Promotion of

Science under the auspices of the University Museum, the University of Tokyo.

2. PREHISTORIC SURVEY

2.1 Survey area

The area of our survey is in the eastern foothills of Avey Mountain, located west of the modern town of Dag
Salahli, Qazax Province, western Azerbaijan (Fig. 1). It covers an area of ca. 21 km2 (7 km north—south by 3 km
east-west) that is dissected by numerous valleys, most of which lack perennial water flows. Avey Mountain
consists mainly of Upper Cretaceous limestone/chalk rocks, some parts of which have been recently exploited as
quarries for high-quality limestone. Several lines of cliffs develop along the anticline slopes of the eastern Avey,
where springs emerge in some places. Rockshelters are visible from afar along these dliff bottoms, which became
our main targets.

Azerbaijani researchers have excavated two prehistoric cave sites—namely, Damcili and Dag Salahli
Caves—that demonstrated the existence of Paleolithic and Mesolithic human occupations in this mountainous area
(Huseynov 2010). While Das Salahli Cave is located to the west, Damaili lies within our target area. We first
visited Damcil and then searched for similar locations in the numerous valleys of the mountain.

2.2 Survey methods

We employed a more or less intensive pedestrian survey method. To find caves/rockshelters with
anthropogenic deposits, we walked along the abovementioned cliffs and mountain ridges in each valley. We
encountered problems, however, in some areas where thick vegetation made locations invisible or inaccessible.
Although this hindered us from visiting the whole cliff surface, we believe most of the valleys in the eastern
foothill were sufficiently surveyed.
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Once caves/rockshelters or artifact scatters were identified, the geographical information for each visited
point (latitude, longitude, and altitude) was recorded using a handheld GPS navigator (GPSMAP 60CSx, Garmin
Ltd.). For rockshelters, we measured the basic dimensions and terrace size according to the measurement protocols
of Suzuki and Kobori (1970). For artifact scatters, the distribution ranges (length and width) were roughly
measured, if possible. A laser rangefinder (TruPulse 200TM, Laser Technology, Inc.) was used for measurements.

2.3 Survey results

During the four days of the survey (August 18-21, 2015), we identified 15 rockshelters, including Damcili
(numbered QAO0O01); six artifact scattering points; and three kurgan fields of modest size. We collected a small
quantity of archaeological materials from some of the locations.

(1) Caves/Rockshelters

- QA001: Damalli 1

To our understanding, Damcili represents an area with a group of caves situated nearby at the deepest end
of one major valley. The best-known cave is shown in Fig. 2, where springwater still comes out of an
underground aquifer, making the small valley rich in vegetation. For this reason, the site is now a popular
recreation area for locals. For convenience, we have provisionally called this cave Damali 1. Since its floor has
been almost completely covered with concrete as a result of recent construction, we were unable to observe any
anthropogenic deposits inside.

- QA002: Damcil 2 (Fig. 3):

Situated ca. 100 m east of Damcili 1 is ancther cave, which is one of the largest recorded in our survey. It
is ca. 45 m wide, 8 m long, and 3.2 m high, with a sizable terrace 8.4 m in length (Table 1). This cave
corresponds to the “"Damcili Cave” that was extensively excavated in the 1950s. Although no prehistoric artifacts
were collected on the surface, it very likely has a considerable depth of anthropogenic deposits, possibly dating
back to Paleolithic periods.

.t > AR

(-2 =
4

Fig. 4. General view of QA006 (arrow), seen from the
northeast.
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- QA006 (Figs. 4 and 5):

We found two other large rockshelters in the southeastern part of Avey Mountain that are believed to
accommodate cultural deposits. One is QA006, located on the deepest end of a broad valley where aquifer water
gushes out—a topographical condition analogous to the Damcili rockshelter. Its dimensions (over 30 m wide and
4 m long) are so large that we wonder if it might contain long-term occupational deposits, though no artifacts
were recovered.

- QA021 (Fig. 6)

The other rockshelter is QA021, which has a maximum width of more than 20 m. Facing a flat natural
terrace to the north, it has practically no overhanging ceiling but just a broad precipitous cliff surface (Fig. 6). A
single piece of Late Bronze potsherd and a chipped absidian flake were found in the vicinity of the location;
however, it is unconfirmed whether these artifacts have direct associations with the rockshelter.- Various smaller
rockshelters (QA009-016, 18-19, 24) were also visited to verify the presence of any prehistoric occupation or
deposits. Their dimensions are mostly moderate (i.e., less than 10 m wide and several meters long). We did not
find any anthropogenic deposits, except for thin layers of natural sediment that might derive from fallen or
weathered rocks, Nor did we recover any archaeological materials from around these rockshelters.

(2) Kurgans:

Three sets of kurgans (QA008, QA022, and QA023) were found during the survey. The latter two kurgan
fields lie on the high plateau of the southern piedmont overlooking the Qazax plain, each consisting of four to ten
kurgans. The mounds, usually composed of piled rubble (cairns), are relatively small and round or elliptical in
shape. They are moderate in size, usually 1-2 m long, or 2.5 m in diameter, and 0.5-0.6 m high.

Kurgan field QA008 (Fig. 7) is located at the bottom of a pediment beside a dry riverbed. Here, we
identified a dozen kurgans similar in construction to those described above but with larger dimensions (ca. 4-5m
in diameter and 1-2 m high). Some parts of these kurgans were destroyed either by modern construction work or
looting.

It is difficult to date these kurgans without stratigraphic excavations since the collected artifacts are scant
or absent. At QAD08, a handful of red/brown ware fragments were collected from the surface, all dating from the
Late Medieval period.

Fig. 7. QA008 kurgan field, seen from the west. White
arrows indicate the locations of kurgan mounds.

sl

Fig. 6. QA021 rockshelter, seen from the east.

(3) Artifact scatters:

A few pottery shards and chipped stone fragments were obtained from the surfaces of some locations
across the Avey foothills. QAOO3 is an artifact scatter without any visible structures like kurgans, located on the
saddle-like terrace of a hill ridge (Fig. 8). Given the wide range of artifact categories (pottery fragments, ground
stone, glass bracelet, and obsidian flakes) and the estimated ages (Late Bronze and Antique), this terrace might
have been used recurrently as a pastoralist camp or station site. However, the absence of mounded kurgans does
not eliminate the possibility that an ancient graveyard could have been situated here.

In contrast to QA003, another scatter area, QA007, is interesting since it shows a different geographic
setting, on a low hill near the plain. The pottery sampled here can be assigned to the Late Bronze to Early Iron
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Ages based on a few pieces of obsidian chipped stone. There is no evidence that this area was used as a burial
field.

Sporadic distributions of potsherds and chipped stones were also found at QA017, QA020, QA025, and
QA026. However, the small quantity of collected artifacts does not allow us to date these sites with confidence, It
is suggested that the early Christian monastery site of Ay mabadi (QA005) on the summit of the Avey, as well as
the extensive rock-cut residences below the monastery building, might be linked to the increased occupation of
the Avey and its surrounding areas during the Late Antigue period (early first millennium AD).

bl Ay F o) o
- d

Fig. 8. QA003 artifact scatter, seen from the southwest.
White arrows indicate the artifact-distributed area.

Table 1 Survey data of the visited sites and locations in the Avey Mountain.
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3. CONCLUSION

Having obtained sufficient materials to define the earliest Neolithic society at Goytepe and Haci Elamxanli
Tepe, our next objective is to search for its relation to earlier communities. While we hypothesize that the first
Neolithic saciety in the South Caucasus was established by local Mesolithic communities who adopted a food-
producing economy that had foreign origins, the archaeological details of such communities remain unclear. The
available evidence for the Mesolithic society of this region is simply too sparse to reconstruct the transitional
processes themselves.

Our reconnaissance survey for the 2015 season is the first attempt to fill this important gap in our
understanding of Neolithization in the South Caucasus. The survey identified a couple of sites worthy of future
research—namely, QA002 (Damcili), QAD06, and QA021 at Avey Mountain. Though none of these sites yielded
prehistoric artifacts in our survey, their geomorphological settings suggest that artifact-bearing deposits might
exist deep in the sediment. Therefore, we propose test excavations of these caves and rockshelters in the next
season to see if there are any anthropogenic deposits. Such excavations would provide a unique opportunity to
reconstruct the history of human occupation in the region from an even longer perspective, starting from the
Paleolithic.
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Y.Nisiaki, M.Mursaqulov, M.Musaquliyev,
P.P.Qasimov, Y.V.Mammadov, S.A.Salimbayov,
. o H.Nakata, K.Simogama
AVEY DAGINDA ILKIN TODQIQATLARININ
2015-ci il HESABATI
XULAS®

18-21 avqust 2015ci ilde Azerbaycan-Yaponiya
beynalxalq arxeoloji ekspedisiyasinin Avey dafinda apardigi
arxeoloji kasfiyyatin asas magsadi regionun gelacekds tarixa
gaderki tedqigatlar Ugiln arxeoloji potensialini dyranmak,
Xususila, neolite gadarki masksnlerin askar edimssi idi.
Goytope » Haa Slamxanlitapa (Azarbaycan Respublikasinin
Tovuz rayonu) neolit dovrii masksnlerinde apanimis cari
arxeoloji tedqiqatlar gdsterdi ki, regionda tam inkisaf etmis
arzaq istehsal edan igtisadiyyat e.a. VI minlliyin avvalinden
baslayrr. Qazintilar, bu dovrdas keramikadan gox nadir istifads
olundujunu gosterib. Bu ise ona isare edir ki, birinci
tamdayarli arzaq istehsal edan iqtisadiyyat yerli keramikaya
gadarki camiyyst idi; bu camiyyat, regiondan kanarda inkisaf
etmis va keramikani taniyan neolit camiyyatindan fargli idi.

Hala XX asrde azerbaycanli tadgigatgilar regionda iki tarixi
madgara obyekti askar va tadgig etmisler, asasan Damcali va
Dag Salahli. Bu isa, hamin dag rayonunda paleolit va mezolit
insan maskanlarinin mévcudlugunu gastardi.

Arxeoloji kesfiyyat qrupunun tdgigatlarinda  istirak
edirdilor: 1) Azarbaycan terafdan: Kesikcidag Milli Tarixi-
Madani Qorugu—doktor Musa Mursaqulov, cenab Mammad
Musaquliyev; AMEA Arxeologiya va Etnografiya Institutu:
canab Parviz Qasimov, canab Yaqub Memmadov, cenab Sahin
Salimbayov; 2) Yaponiya terefden: professor Yosihiro
Nigiaki, Tokio Universiteti; doktor Hiroto Nakata, Aoyama-
Qakuin Universiteti; cenab Kazuya Simogama, Qadim Serg
Muzeyi.

Das Salahli madarasi gerbds, Damall iss, arxeoloji
kagfiyyat grupunun hadaf zonasinda yerlasmisdi. Svvalc
arxeoloji kesfiyyat gqrupu Damciliya baxis kegirmis, sonra isa,
coxsayll derslarda analoji yerlari aragdirmisdir.

Magara vo gayaalt sifinacagar, ya da artefaktlar askar
edilen kimi hamin yerlerin lazimi cografi mslumati (en ve
uzunlug dairesi, hundlrliyli) GPS-navigator (GPSMAP 60CSx,
Garmin Ltd.) ilo qeyd edilirdi. Dag suxurlan Uglin asas
olkcmaler va terrasin Olglilari Suzuki va Kobori (1970)
dlgmalerinin  protokollanna miuvafiq apanlmisdir.  Yaygin
artefaktlar Gclin paylanma diapozonlari (uzunlug va en) nisbi
Olclildii. Bu zaman lazer uzagolgeninden (TruPulse 200™,
Laser Technology, Inc.) istifada edildi.

Dérd glin arzinds arxeoloji kasfiyyat grupu 15 dag suxuru,
o clmladen, Damclim (N2 QA001); artefaktlarn codrafi
paylanmasinin 6 ndgtesini va kicik olcllii kurgan céllsrini
miiayyan etdi.

Goytepe ve Hac Olamxanlitepa measkenlerinde erken
neolit comiyyatin tayini (clin yeterince materiallar alds
etdikden sonra arxeoloji grupun asas magsedi daha erken
camiyyatlars bu materiallarin miinasibatini miiayysn etmak
idi. Baxmayaraq ki, Canubi Qafqazda ilk neolit camiyystinin,
acnabi mangali arzaq istehsal eden aynca nov tasarrifatl
manimsamis yerli mezolit icmalan tersfindan yaradildidi
ehtimal edilimakds idi, amma bu yerli icmalarin arxeoloji
detallan hslski geyri-miiayyan galir. Kegid proseslarinin darki

liciin regionda mezolit camiyyatine aid faktlar sadace olaraq
cox azdir.

2015-ci il movsimi {gln bizm arxeoloji kasfiyyat
tedgigimizin asas magsadi Canubi Qafgazin neolitlosmasi
baredaki anlayisimizda mdvcud ag Iakelerin  aradan
qaldirimasi oldu. Tadgigat bir nega yeri, xiisusan, Avey
daginda QA002 (Damail), QADD6 u QA021 miiayyan etdi.
Baxmayaraq ki, bu obyektlardan heg birinda tarixegadarki
artefaktiar slds edilmadi, amma onlarin geomorfoloji qurulusu
artefaktiarin daha darin ¢dkiinttida oldugunu texmin edir. Ona
gora, novbati mévsiimds har hansi antropogen cokintiinln
tapmagq Uglin hamin madara va gaya suxurlarinin test gazintisi
planlasdiriir. Bu qazintlar paleclitden baslayaraq regionun
maskunlasma tarixinin modellagdirilmasi imkanini yaradir.
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A.Huwwmaku, M.Mypcarynos, M.Mycarynues,
M.MN.raceimos, A.B.Mamegos, LL.A.Canvmbekos,
X.HakaTta, K lUuMorama
NMPEABAPUTENBHASA APXEONIOTMYECKAS PASBEOKA 2015
roga B PAMOHE rOPbl ABEWOAT
PE3HOME

B 2015 r. AsepbaiimraHo-ANoHCKas apXeonoruyeckas
3KCMeaMUMS MPOBENa apXeoNiorMuyeckylo paseedky B paiioHe
ropbl Aeeiigar (Avey dadl). Llentio passeaky 6buio o6Hapyke-
HUe AOHEONUTUYECKUX MOoCeNneHnid AnNs MPosiCHeHWs npobne-
Mbl TIPOMCXOXKOEHUSI MPOMBBOASLLIENO X03AICTBA Ha Teppw-
Topul HOxHoro KaBkasa. ApxeonorMyeckve packonku Ha
HEONMTUYECKMX roceneHuax énTtene W Mamkbl AneMxaH-
neirene (ToBY3CKWMiA palioH) NoKa3anu, YTo MOMHOCTL0 PasBu-
Tas 3KOHOMWMKA MPOM3EOAALIErO XO3ANCTBA B PErvoHe AaTw-
pyeTca HadanoM VI ThicAueneTua Ao Hallel 3pbl. Kpome Toro,
PacKanky nokasany peakoe WUCMob30BaHWE KepaMuKku B TOT
nepuoa. 3To OOHO3HAYHO YKA33bIBAET HAa TO, YTO NpPOM3BO-
Asllliee  X03AWCTBO WCCMEeAyeMoro pervoHa 6bio  Co3AaHo
MECTHbIM [OKEpaMMYECKuM OGLIECTBOM, OT/MUAILIMMCA OT
KyNbTYpbl  HeonuThyeckoro  oOLLEeCTBa,  3Hakomoro C
KepaMUKOH.

AsepbaiimxaHckve uccnegoBaterm elwe B XX B. O6Hapy-
KWNKU M MconeoBan AOUCTOPUYECKHE NeLepbl .ﬂaMﬂ}Kﬂﬂbl H
Jaw Canaxnbl, NoATBEPAMBLUME CYLLECTBOBAHWE NANeonuTH-
YECKKX W ME3IONUTUYECKMX YenoBeYecKnx CTOoAHOK B 3TOM
rOpHOM pervoHe.

B wuccnepoBanmsix 2015 roga yyacrsosanu: oT Asep-
GaiimkaHa - ao-p Myca Mypcarynog, r-H Mamen Mycarynues,
HauvoHanbHbi McTopuko-KynbTypHbiiA 3anoBedHuK «KeLumk-
yu-par», r-H Mapew3 lMNacbiMoB, r-H Aryd Mamenos, r-H LaxvH
Canvmberos, UHcTvTYT Apxeonorin i StHorpadmn HAHA; ot
finoHum— npodeccop Mowmxupo Huwmaky (TOKMIACKMA YHU-
BepcuTeT), A-p XupoTto Hakata (YHusepcuteT Aosima-lakyuH),
r-H Kaaya LLiumorama (Myzeit gpesHero BocToka).

YYacTHUKM apXeomnoryeckoil pasBeaky, 03HaKOMMBLUMCH
€O CTOAHKOW [JaMIDKMIbl, UCCNEAoBaNW aHanoryHbie MecTa B
MHOMOUMCTIEHHBIX MOPHBIX A0NWHAX. B TeueHWe YeTbipex AHel
Bbinn 3admKcnpoBaHbl 15 ckanbHbIX nopop, BKMtoYas [am-
mxbbl (N2QAO0O1); wecTe MECT C apXxeosiorM4eckmMy apre-
chakTamMu ¥ Tpu HeBONbILMX KypraHHbIX.

JHocTaro4Hoe 4MCno apXxeonormyeckmx aptedakroB C paH-
HUX HEOMMTUYECKUX roceneHuit Méitene u Mamkel AneMxaH-
NbiTene MO3BONUMK MPEAnoNoOXMTL UX MNPUHAANEXHOCTL K
Bonee paiHuM obwmHaM. PaHee Bblna BbiABUHYTa MMoTesa 0
TOM, UTO HEONUTUYECKasa KynbTypa Ha KOxHom Kaekaze 6biio
€o3aHa MECTHbIMU ApeBHUMM OBLLECTBaMM ME30/WTa, KOTO-
pble no3mke 3auMCTBOBaNM MHOM TUIM NPOM3BOASLLETO XO3MMCT-
Ba. OpgHako, apxeonoruyeckM npeanosiaraeMbie MEe3oNuUTH-
Yyeckve obluecTBa OCTalOTCs HeacHbiMK. MMetollpecs HesHa-
YaTenbHblE apxeonorvyeckre AaHHbie anA I'IO.I'IHOUEHHOF"I pe-
KOHCTPYKUMM MEpexXoaHbiX MPOLUECCOB B ME3OIUTUYECKOM
obLuecTBe 4aHHOMO PervoHa C/IMIKOM Ma/IoHYHC/IEHHbI.

Apxeonorudeckan paseegka 2015 roga — aTo nepeas no-
MbITKA 3aNOMHUTL BaXHbIA Mpoben HeonUTU3auuM Teppu-
TopuK KxHOro Kaekasa. PassefiKka BbiSBWNE HECKOMbKO MECT
ona Gyaywmx uccnenoBaHuid, QAD02 (Jammiunsl), QA6 m

QA021. XoTA HM OAWH W3 Ha3BaHHbLIX OGLEKTCB MpW passefbl-
BaTE/IbHbIX PACKOMNKax He Janv JOMCTOPWYECKUX apTedaKTos,
MOXKHO MpennoNoXmTb, YT reoMopdonoryeck aptedaxTbl
MOryT CylUecTBoBaTL MMyboko B ocafouHol nopoge. MnaHu-
PYHOTCA TeCTOBbIE PacKOMKK 3THUX NEWeEp W CKanbHbIX nopoj C
LieMblo BLISICHEHUS! KAKUX-MBO aHTPOMOTEHHbIX OT/IOKEHHIA,
KOTOpbIe MO3BOMAT PEKOHCTPYMPOBATL WCTOPUIO 3acesieHus
pervoHa, HadkHasa C naneonura.
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