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It should be mentioned that the Southern Caucasus had been one of the
earliest areas where hominid used to live. This fact is proved by the remains
discovered in 1939, at the Jeyranchol. It was evidenced that the extinct homi-
nid of Hominidae had existed in the Southern Caucasus during late Miocene
period (nearly 9 million years ago). For 30-40 years after this necessary dis-
covery, no relevant evidence showing the evolution of hominoids in the region
and the migration of early Homo species was found.

As aresult of the excavations conducted in 1973-1982 under the leader-
ship of M.M. Huseynov in the VII-X layers of the Azykh cave, 199 artefacts
made by early Homo generations were discovered. These samples, which dif-
fer from classical Oldowan type tools, were included in the scientific period as
local "Guruchay culture”. Although the first stage of settlement in Azykh cave
is attributed to 1.2 million years ago, early Homo species lived in the Guruchay
valley at least 1.5-2 million years ago.

In 1968, a hominid remains - the right part of the mandible, dating back
to 350-400 thousand years ago - was discovered from layer V belonging to the
middle Acheulean culture of the Azykh cave. There has been a difference of
opinion among researchers about the place of man in the hominid system to
which the jaw bone belongs. Paleontologist D.A. Hajiyev stated that he belongs
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to the transition stage from the last archanthropes to early paleanthropes
(Homo erectus to Neanderthals - Y.M.) due to the size of his jaw bone, and it
was called "Azykhanthropus” by M.M. Huseynov.

R.M. Gasimova did not agree at all with the idea that the Azykh man belon-
ged to the pre-Neanderthals (Heidelberg type people - Y.M.), attributed him to the
local early group of Neanderthals and called him "Palaeoanthropus azykhensis”.

The conducted studies show that the eastern part of the Lesser Caucasus
was inhabited by the last group of Homo heidelbergensis, who evolved to-
wards Neanderthals in the middle Acheulean period, and the Acheulean peri-
od in the South Caucasus is of great importance in the scientific study of the
physical structure of people. The Azykh man can be considered one of the lat-
est representatives of the Homo heidelberg group in Eastern Europe, and I
think his name "Homo azykhensis" is more appropriate.

During illegal "excavations" conducted in Azykh cave in 2010, a left first
permanent molar (M1) belonging to a Neanderthal type human was discovered
in the upper layer of the layer belonging to the Middle Paleolithic period, near
the wall of the cave. The animal tooth found in the horizon where the tooth was
found was dated to 100 + 7 thousand years ago based on ESR determination.

Thus, the conducted studies suggest that three species of the genus Ho-
mo - Homo erectus, Homo heidelbergensis and Homo neandertalensis - used
to live in the Azykh cave. This shows that the Azykh cave is a unique Paleolith-
ic settlement. Due to these features, the Azykh cave should be protected and
included in the list of heritage of UNESCO.
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