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Diinya homigs qgaribe vo hamise miirakkab olub.
Diinya homiso hom sevinclo, hom kadorls dolu olub.
Insan hozz almis vo ozab ¢okmis, dmiir siirmiis vo 6lii-
mo toslim olmusdur. Insan hom azad iradonin hokmii
ilo horakot etmoys can atmig, hom do monsub oldugu
ailo, icma vo xalqin kimliyinin qaygilari ilo yasamis,
onlara borcunu, “lizvliik hagqmni” vermoys ¢alismis-
dir. Insan ictimai-siyasi-iqtisadi-milli-dini amillorin
xuisusi gulgasmasi naticasinds va ortaya ¢ixan giicli,
quidratli insanin iradesine tabe olmagqla boyiik isyan-
larin, savaglarin istirak¢ist olmus, insanlarin ganini
axitmig, canini almigdir.

Diinyada qizil dovr olmayib. Amma insan qizil
dovr arzusunda olmus, utopik comiyyatlor, dovlotlor
haqqinda xoyal qurmus, asarlor yazmis, naozariyyolor
yaratmigdir.

Condorcet (1743-1794) timid edirdi ki, idrak in-
sanlar1 ideala gotirocok (vo bu {imidlorini ideal co-
miyyat qurmagq istoyon Fransiz inqilabinin 6liim toh-
didi altinda, hobsxanada yazirdi!). V. Hugo (“Safil-
lor”, Anjolrasin dilinden) yazirdi: vetondaslar, 19-cu
osr boytikdiir, amma 20-ci xosboxt asr olacaq... Daha
achq, osarat, fahisolik olmayacaq... Umumxalq soa-
doti galacak. Lev Tolstoy timid edirdi ki, 20-ci asrin in-
sanlar1 daha mehriban va siilhsevar olacaqglar vo daha
savaslar olmayacagq... Maarif¢ilik dovriindon baslaya-
raq “elm vo bilik artdigca basariyyatin qarsisinda du-
ran manealar aradan qalxacaq, problemlor hall oluna-
caq” fikri, asason, hakim idi. C. Darvin, K. Marks ki-
mi miitofokkirlorin, rasionalizm vo pozitivizm kimi co-
royanlarin tosiri har golon naslin vo biitovlikde co-
miyyatin avvalkindon daha mitkemmal olacagi, hoya-
tin daha firavan vo daha adalstli olacagi haqqinda fikir
yaradirdu.

Lakin 19-cu osrin axirlarina yaxin va 20-ci asrin
avvallorinda Nietzsche, Freud kimi irrasionalistlorin
fikirlori artan gorginlikdoen, idrakin bidromasindon xo-
bor verirdi. Nietzsche 'nin “Allah 61dii” tezisi vo yaxin
golacokds basariyyatin boylik folakatlo tiz-lizo daya-
nacagi barado ongodrmolori tolag dogururdu: “Bizim
biitiin Avropa madoniyyotimiz artiq uzun zamandir ki,
bir asrdon o biri asro kegdikeo artan bir gorginlik ozab1
icindo horokat edir vo sanki falakato (katastrofa) dog-
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The world has always been strange and complex.
The world has always been full of both joy and sor-
row. Humans experience both delight and agony;
they live their lives and then surrender to death.
They long to follow the whims of their free will, but
at the same time live with concern for the families,
communities, nations, and identities to which they
belong, always trying to fulfill their duties and (me-
taphorically) pay their membership dues. As a result
of the interweave of human social, political, econo-
mic, ethnic, and religious factors, they fall prey to
the leadership of powerful individuals who crop up;
they become participants in large uprisings and batt-
les, spilling others' blood and taking lives.

There has never been a global “golden age.” But
people have always dreamed of a golden age. They
construct fantasies, writing works about utopia and
creating theories about ideal societies.

De Condorcet (1743-1794) hoped that human rea-
son would bring people to an ideal state (and wrote
of these hopes from a prison while facing the threat
of death due to the French Revolution, the goal of
which was to create an ideal society!) Victor Hugo
wrote in Les Misérables, in the words of his charac-
ter Enjolras, “Citizens, the 19th century is great, but
the 20th century will be happy.... there will be no cau-
se longer to fear famine, exhaustion, prostitution ...
Oh, the human race will be delivered, relieved, and
consoled!” Lev Tolstoy hoped that people of the
20th century would be more kind and peace-loving
than previous generations and that there would be
no more wars... The thought that “as knowledge and
science increase, the obstacles standing before hu-
manity will be eliminated and problems will be sol-
ved” essentially dominated from the beginning of
the Enlightenment period. The influence of thinkers
like Charles Darwin and Karl Marx and of trends li-
ke rationalism and positivism served to create ideas
that each coming generation and society as a whole
would be more excellent than in the past; life would
be more prosperous and more just.

However, towards the end of the 19th century and
in the early 20th century the thoughts of irrationa-
lists such as Nietzsche and Freud told of increasing
tension and deviation from reason. Nietzsche's sta-
tement “God is dead” and foresights that humanity
would turn against itself in a sweeping tragedy in the
near future birthed alarm: “The whole of our culture
in Europe has long been writhing in an agony of sus-
pense which increases from decade to decade as if in
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ru gedir” (“Hakimiyyat 0zmi”no girisdon).

Utopiyani noyin bahasina olursa-olsun hoyatda
qurmagq istoyonlor meydana ¢ixd1. Sovet Ittifaqi vo on-
dan sonra yaranan sosializm adlandirilan dovlat siste-
mi xalqa ¢ox sey verdi: baraboarlik, savadsizligin ara-
dan qaldirilmasi vo icbari orta tohsil, 6donissiz sohiy-
y9, ali tohsil vo manzil, issizliyin tam aradan qaldiril-
masi, yoni haminin igle tomin edilmasi, elm, moadoniy-
yot va incasonoto dovlat qaygisi... Daha nolar: inqilab
vo siirgiinlor, 6zal miilkiyyatin logvi, kond tosarriifati-
nin kollektivlagdirilmasi vo milyonlarin acligdan
mohv olmast, totalitar diistinconin hokmil, ziyalilarin
mohv edilmasi, insanin iqtisadi (vo bir sira diger) to-
sobbiisiiniin 6ldiiriilmasi, har seyin dévlat planina ta-
be edilmasi va bu total planlamanin iflasa ugramasi...
Cox goribo diinya idi... Safideallar vo yirtici, dagidict
toxoyyiil sanki yanasi var olmuslar.

Boyiik utopiyalar, xogboxt golocok haqqinda mif-
lor dovrii bitdi, gerginlik, stres, risk, miidafissizlik ge-
nislondi.

Informasiya partlayis1 tocrid olunmam aradan
qaldirdi. Qloballagma yeni imkanlar yaradir va... istis-
marl, borabarsizliyi giiclondirir. Pulun gicti siyasatin
vo votondashigin giiciinden artiqdir. Iqtisadi, ekoloji
va siyasi toraqqi vo ya, he¢ olmazsa, davamliliq oldo
edilmir... Amma, goribadir, no olursa-olsun, hayat da-
vam edir, ham do hayat garibe vo maraqlidir.

Bu goriba diinyada goribs bir mokanda yasayiriq:
Sorqi Avropa va ya Conub-Sorqi Avropa, Qaribs Rusi-
ya vo Qoariba Orta Sorqin qarsilasdigi yer, Qara doniz
otrafi va ya Genislonmis Qara doniz bolgasi vo ya Qa-
ra doniz-Xozar donizi bolgasi deya bilorik. Bu yaxin-
larda goribo sosializmi qgoribos kapitalizmlo avoz edon
6lkolordon vo hamg¢inin ¢alxalanan kapitalizmdon go-
lon, Islam vo Xristian modoniyyatindon, Avropa va
Asiyadan golon qoribo, maraqli, gorkomli insanlarin
toplantisinda istirak etmok ¢ox xosdur. Boyiik vo
kigik problemlorimizi miizakirs edocayik. Tohliiko-
lardon va tohliikasizlikdan, diismangilik vo amokdas-
ligdan, kasibgiliq va zonginlikdon, totalitarizm va de-
mokratiyadan, iqtisadi maraqlardan va siyasi oyunlar-
dan, adalotdon va ikili standartlardan, beynolxalq giic-
lordon va bolgasal giicsiizliiklorden, diametral oks ya-
nasmalardan vo konfliktlorin holli tisullarindan... s6h-
bot acacagiq. Yoqin ki, novbati qaygilar vo ndvbati
tovsiyalor dilo gatirilocok. Mumkiindiir ki, gergoklo-
rin arasinda utopik fikirlor de 6ziins yer tapacaq; miim-
kiindiir ki, dovlatlorin oalindon golmoyani xalq diplo-
matiyasinin 6hdasinas veranlor olacaq. No etmok olar -
Diinya ¢ox goribadir, bu goribs diinya ¢ox gozol vo
cox ziddiyyoatlidir, fikirlor do miixtolif, maraqli va qo-
ribadir.

Boyiik vo garibs fikir diinyamizla yiiklonarok, bu
g6zal va goriba cazibali yera golmisik. Diinya fikir
diinyasidir. Yaxsi edib golmisik! Xos galmisiniz!

expectation of a catastrophe” (from the introduction
of The Will to Power).

People wanting to create utopia in life, no matter
what the cost, entered the scene. The Soviet Union
and the ensuing state system by the name of socia-
lism gave humanity many things: equality, the eli-
mination of illiteracy, compulsory high school edu-
cation, free health care and higher education, the
complete elimination of homelessness and unemp-
loyment as jobs were provided for everyone, go-
vernment concern about academics, culture and the
arts... and then more: revolution and deportations,
the abolition of private property, the collectivization
of agriculture and the death of millions by starva-
tion, a totalitarian regime, the destruction of intel-
lectuals, the extinguishment of people's economic
and many other initiatives, the subordination of
everything to a state plan and the failure of that total
plan... It was a very strange world. Pure ideals and
predatory, destructive fantasies simply existed side
by side.

The era of myths about large utopias and hap-
piness to come has ended. Tension, stress, risk, and
defenselessness have spread.

The information explosion has eliminated isola-
tion. Globalization creates new opportunities and...
strengthens exploitation and inequality. The power
of money is greater than the power of politics or citi-
zenship. Economics, ecology and politics have not
made progress, nor have they even maintained sta-
bility. But, it's strange. C'est la vie. Life goes on, and
life is ever strange and interesting.

We live in a strange place within this strange
world: the place where Eastern Europe or Southeas-
tern Europe, Strange Russia and the Strange Middle
East meet; we can refer to it as the area around the
Black Sea or the Greater Black Sea region, or the
Black Sea-Caspian Sea region. It is a great pleasure
to participate in a gathering of strange, interesting,
and distinguished people from countries where st-
range socialism was replaced by strange capitalism
and also from countries with troubled capitalism,
from cultures of Islam and Christianity, from Euro-
pe and Asia. We will discuss our major and minor
problems. We will talk about safety and danger, en-
mity and cooperation, poverty and wealth, totalita-
rianism and democracy, economic interests and po-
litical games, justice and double standards, interna-
tional powers and regional weaknesses, polar oppo-
site approaches and conflict resolution methods. We
will most likely verbalize our rising concerns and fu-
ture recommendations. It is possible that thoughts of
utopia will even find their place among the realities
we discuss; it is possible that there will be those who
assign responsibility to people's diplomacy for what
does not come down from states. Why should we be
surprised? The world is very strange; this strange
world is very beautiful and very full of contradic-
tions; and opinions are also varied, interesting and st-
range.

We have all loaded up our large and strange
worlds of ideas and all come to this beautiful and
strangely attractive place. The world is a world of
ideas. We have done well to come! Welcome!
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