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Dr. Ronald Suny Lectures in Tbilisi  

On October 27, CRRC attended a lecture by well-known and accomplished scholar Dr. Ronald 

Grigor Suny, presently director of the Eisenberg Institute for Historical Studies and the Charles Tilly 

Collegiate Professor of Social and Political History at the University of Michigan. Dr. Suny 

presented his upcoming book, “The Young Stalin: The Making of a Revolutionary.” In his dynamic 

lecture, he explained his aim to approach the biography of one of the most written about historical 

figures of all time.  

He takes the stance against one of the traditional views of biographers -- that the fame that the 

individual achieved was present from childhood, and the author’s task entails describing the 

development of these inherent traits. Much like the shift from the model of the absolute and 

unchanging concept of the nation to the now widely accepted view that a nation is the result of 

social construction and human manipulation, Dr. Suny invited the audience to consider that Stalin 

was not born a monster, but rather to consider what contributed to his development and formation. 
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