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Overcoming Negative Stereotypes in the South Caucasus  

CRRC hosted a presentation on October 27 by Onnik Krikorian, a British journalist of part-Armenian descent 
and the Caucasus editor for Global Voices, entitled “Overcoming Negative Stereotypes in the Caucasus: New 
and Social Media in cross-border communication and conflict reporting.” Onnik spoke about the rise of the 
influence of blogging, Global Voices’ role in promoting grassroots individuals and groups speak their mind 
and connect with others, circumventing often biased and insufficient media sources. He drew upon CRRC's 
work on Armenian and Azerbaijani news coverage, which found both sides generally biased. Using CRRC 
data taken from a previous post, he looked at the unsettling numbers of Armenians and Azerbaijanis 
disapproving of friendship with the other group: 70% of Armenians disapprove of friendship with 
Azerbaijanis and 97% of Azerbaijanis with Armenians. He shared his own story of connecting with 
Azerbaijanis in Georgia, as he was not able to travel Azerbaijan. Through Facebook, skype, blogs, and other 
means of social media, he was able to put many Azerbaijani and Armenian bloggers and activists in touch, 
starting to corrode seemingly insurmountable obstacles.  

 
Both Armenians and Azerbaijanis attended the presentation. 
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