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| have been asked to write an evaluation of an important work in
the field of modern history. | am pleased to do it.

This full length book entitled, Kominternin Sherg Siyaseti ve
Iran, 1919-1943, Xazar Universitesi Nashriyyati, Baki, 2001, has been
written by Solmaz Tohidi-Rustamova, an accomplished and known
historian, who in this monograph made extensive use of recent
accessibility of the archival material from the Soviet period. The
general historical background of the period marked by the post World
War | condition as well as the Russian revolution is provided in first
part of the book devoted to the formation of the Third or Communist
International known by the acronym of Comintern. More detailed
discussion follows in the next part dealing with the 1920 Baku
Congress of the Peoples of the East, the topic on which the author had
has to her credit another publication. The main underlying issue of the
Congress was how to square the Western revolutionary ideas of
proletarian internationalism with the aspirations of the peoples of the
East, where industrial proletariat hardly existed, but the colonial rule
was the norm. The native reply to the existing condition was the rise of
the national movements, the potential, if not quite comfortable ally of
communism in the struggle against Western imperialism. Hence came
the significant modification of the slogan, “Proletarians of all countries
unite”, into “Proletarians of all countries and all oppressed peoples of
the world unite”, put forward in the Baku Congress by Zinovyev.
Although as many as 45 national or ethnic groups were represented
among more than two thousand participants in the Congress, the book



2
emphasizes the significance of the three: Turks, Iranians, and
Armenians, all of them not only close neighbors of Russia, but in the
case of Armenians and Turks locked in a bitter, and fresh antagonism In
the Baku debates the dominant note was the issue of the ongoing
Turkish national revolution, and there resounded echoes of rivalry
between the movement of Mustafa Kemal Pasha and the Young Turks
represented by their exiled leader, Enver Pasha, who came to the
Congress, but was not invited to address the audience. Despite the fact
that Iranian delegates formed the second largest group in the Congress,
the Iran question appeared as secondary in comparison to that of
Turkey.

The reason for the subdued Iranian presence in the Baku
Congress becomes clearer in the Chapter 11l of the book in which Iran
comes into the focus with the extensive discussion of the problem of the
revolutionary upheaval in the province of Gilan. Well before the
opening of the Congress, the local Bolshevik party leaders set up in
Baku a special Iranian Bureau with the aim to coordinate and direct the
Soviet activities in Gilan, and these included dispatching a naval force
and armed detachments. As Rustamova-Tohidi makes it clear, in the
complex revolutionary environment of this region, the Soviet Russian
presence was meeting with mixed acceptance. Throughout the book, the
use of sources reflects the structure of the contents. The first chapters
dealing with issues of more general nature, the rise of the Comintern
and the Baku Congress, make use of general, published, even if not
always easily accessible material. By contrast, in the chapter dealing
with the revolution in Gilan, the use of archival sources comes into
prominence, sometimes seems overwhelming.

The book covers the period of 24 years, of which the short-lived
Gilan revolution occupies the longest part. The reason is not only the
abundance of primary sources, but also the fact that at that juncture the
Comintern’s involvement in Iranian affairs was especially active. This
is the most valuable, revealing section of the work, at the same time the
longest chapter even though it covers only two years. The remaining
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sections of the book, devoted to the long stretch of time from 1922 to
1943, offers less detailed treatment based more on secondary rather
than primary sources.

The Soviet foreign policy drifted away from the support of the
Gilan revolution toward an accomodation of the emerging regime of
Reza Khan. The shift in the eyes of Iranian revolutionaries, divided as
they were, could not be seen as anything but betrayal. As for the
Comintern, its attention turned toward what appeared to be a more
rewarding prospect than in the countries of the Middle East — the
growing revolutionary potential in China. The author emphasizes that
with Stalin establishing firmly his power by the late 1920’s, the
Comintern’s activities became subordinated to the Soviet state’s foreign
policy. Meanwhile in Iran, the Communist movement, which
increasingly veered from the national liberation mode toward the
emphasis on the class warfare, fell in the decade of 1930’s into almost
total decline — its activists imprisoned or driven into exile by the Reza
Shah’s regime. Quite naturally, a major center of Iranian political
emigration was the USSR, especially Soviet Azerbaijan. Yet here,
many of the exiles were to experience the fate worse than what would
been in store for them under Reza Shah. The book brings in figures and
some archival details on the death sentences and imprisonment Iranian
Communists residing on the Soviet territory under the Stalin purges.
Their fate was exemplified by the ordeal of Ehsanulla khan.

The issue of Iranian Azerbaijan is inescapable in the discussion
of Iranian revolutionary upheavals, and the book devotes to it sufficient
attention. A section of Chapter 11l deals with the Khiabani uprising of
1920, discussing it in the background of the Gilan revolution from
which the Tabriz autonomous government chose to distance itself.
World War Il bringing the end to the oppressive policies of Reza Shah,
saw the revival of the far Left in Iran although no longer in the
Communist form, but rather of the radical-populist Tudeh party variety.
Again Azerbaijan showed its particularism, with the reawakening of
autonomist movement under the protective umbrella of the wartime
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Soviet military occupation. The thorough discussion of this
movement, its differences with the Tude party, the proclamation in late
1945 of the autonomous government of Azerbaijan under Mir Jafar
Pishevari was included in the Conclusions of the book, as the events
continued for almost three years after the dissolution of the Comintern.
The evaluation of the Comintern role with regard to Iran, sounds some
negative tones as the Rustamova-Tohidi reminds that there were
“neither historic-political nor economic-cultural-ideological grounds for
Communism as a social system to establish itself in Iranian society”.
Nonetheless, the Comintern contributed to awakening of the Asiatic
peoples consciousness of defending interest of the working masses.

In her methodological approach the author shows not only a
good knowledge but also the influence of Marxist thought to an extent
that some passages would be difficult to follow for a Western
contemporary- minded reader shaped in the post-modern schools of
historical interpretations. Nonetheless, the author’s Marxist frame of
mind differs from the standpoint of orthodoxy.

The axis of the book is the complex relationship between class
struggle and the national liberation, with the particularity of the Middle
Eastern civilization in the background. Besides showing the complexity
of the national question in the imperialism-dominated East; at the same
time, it indicates the controversial role of the Russian Bolsheviks, who
led the struggle against Western imperialism, and themselves slipping
into neo-imperialist frame of mind. As early as in the time of the Baku
Congress they clearly assumed gradual inclusion of South Caucasus
into the Soviet Russia, the former empire. After the Sovietization of
Azerbaijan, the fate of the rest of the region appeared as a foregone
conclusion. Yet, the book quotes also the delegate from Turkestan to
the Congress who voiced apprehensions of new type of imperialism and
called for saving the native culture, traditions and customs, as well as
the region-based civilization. The growing perception was that the
revolutionary Soviet State turned itself into another form of the Russian
dominated empire.
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The book sheds additional light at the Soviet leaders, vilified
under Stalinism — Zinovyev, Radek, Bela Kun. Sultan Galiyev, who
appear as the eloquent spokesmen for the national liberation struggle of
the Eastern peoples against the capitalist West. The Author draws
attention to the role of Soviet scholars, specialists in Iranian studies,
who were instrumental in shaping the policies toward Iran in the
1920’s.

The source base of the book is impressive. Apart from the
primary sources from such depositories as the Azerbaijani state
archives, and Russian archives of new history, which provide the solid
foundation for this work, extensive contains positions in several in
several languages, including numerous in Persian. The only suggestion
for an addition is the recently published monograph by Cosroe
Chaqueiry, The Soviet Socialist Republic of Iran, 1920-1921. Birth of
the Trauma, Pittsburgh University Press, 1995 The index of names
would be very useful - its lack causes an inconvenience for a reader,
who most likely would be an academician. The book has been printed
in the Azeri- Cyrillic characters, which are slowly phased out in
Azerbaijan Considering the high quality of this work, it would be
regrettable to see its diminishing accessibility to readers. Hopefully, a
new edition will be published in the Latin alphabet.



“KOMUHTEPHHH LIAPT CHHACATH B HPAH, 1919-1943".,
KITABINA PSIH

Tadeyw CBETOY0OBCKH
(Moumoymuwy Ynueepcumsicu, Hily bepcu, ABIII)

MsAHASH MUacup Tapuxs Jaup MIILLM OUp UII LWATTbIHAA pAd
Ha3Mabbl XallyIl eTAUO6AAp. MsIH 6YHY MAMHYHUWHATIIA eJUPSIM.

2001-pu wnn XA3Ap YHHUBEPCUTACHUHHUH HALIPUWHATBIHZAA Yall
OJIYHMyll ajJjibl Oy KHTab #axiibl TaHbIHMbII  Tapuxuu CoJsimas
Tomuau-PrucraMoBa TApAPUHAAH HasbLIMbIILABL  Musanud oy
ACAPUH/S COH 3aMaHJiap UCTUdaAAsiCM MIMKIH oJMyll  (coBeT
JIOBPUHJSAH O5pu) apxuB MaTepuUa/JIapblHAAH 3eHUll HucTUdaAs
eTMULIJH.

KuTabblH OupuHbU 1muccsacd bl Jlunita MuapubsicuHAsH
COHpPAKbI, 0 bUMJSAASAH Pyc MHruUaabbl AOBPUHI, AuaTsa eadp. UKuHbuU
muccaaa llapr xanaraapbiHblH — 1920-bM WA KedHpPUJIMUII bBakbl
KoHrpecu wmarreiiga Mudsccsasn — JaHblIbUIMbIIABL. — KoHrpecas
ML3aKUpPsA OJIyHaH MIIIIM  MACAAANAPASAH OUpPU MpoJieTapuart
MHTEpHACHOHa/NbIHbIH [Ap6 uWHruaab wugedacelHbl Hebsa Ulapr
XaJ/IrJlapblHA 4aTAblpMar oamyuiayp. besns ku, 6ypaga MICTAMJSKS
raiiajapbl HopMaJ oJAyby manjga GAuyia cuHQU AeMsK oJap KU, HoX
uau. MioBbyJ WApauTAa aTblIaH fIH Waxllibl aJJbIM XaJrbl alaba
rajabipmMar oJsay. bBypaga “BuTuH OJKAJASpUH  [poJieTapJiapbl
6upsasamuH” wuapbl “‘BUTHH IOJKAJAPUH TpoJieTapsapbl Bsi OLTLIH
JLHUAHBIH AI3UJISH Xa/rJjaapbl OUpJasAmMH” WlapblHa Keyau. KoHrpecas
45 10JIKSSHUH UKW MUH/ISIH apThIT HIMaUSHASCUHUH UIITUPAK €TMSCUHSA
6axmaibiapar, MIJING sicacsH 4 Xa/ITJaH Jjalla SaTaad 6sic eaup:
TUPKJISAP, UpaHJbLIap, adsgpbaibanibliap. TAKbsA OHa 310psS WOX KH,
OHJIAPbIH 1IaMbIChl PycuiiaHbIH FOHIIYJIAPbIJALIP, UM s epMSIHUJISP B
TUPKJIAP apacblH/a KSICKWH MIHArU IS 310ps. Bakbl
MLUbamuycaaspunsa scac c16sa6 Tupk mHruaaosl onmyumay. Mpaunsbliap
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KOHTpPECAs YOXJAYr TAIWKWI eTCAasdp Js, TUPKASApJasA OabJbl
MACACANANAPUH ML3AKHUPACU HUCOATSH 40X Uep TYTYpPAY.

KuTabpaa reica roMupJL JuiaH UHIUAa0bIHAAH Ja AaTaau 611c
eIUJIMU LY.

Musannud Bypbynakblp KY, CTaslMH 31'bJL, JIOBAAT UapaTAbIriaH
coHpa KoMuHTepHUH ¢saniapsl 0y JIOBJAATUH XapU'bU CUUACATUHJSH
acblibl  osfysap. HMpaHAakbl KOMMYHMCT IsipakaTbl  a3a/JibIl
MLOApU3ACUHAAH BATAHJAAIl MUILApUOACUHA Ke4yau. KoMuUHTepHUH
daannapel 1930-by uansapasa P3a llampiH TArTMOUHA MsIpy3 raJjapar
mA6C B CUPALH oayHAyaap. Cuiiacu MULQbUPJASPUH OIOUIK LIKMCCICH
CoBeTt UtTHdarbiHa, xucycuns s AsspbaibaHa CblibbIHAbLIAp. KUTab
apxyMB MaTepHaJ/lJlapblHa ficacJaHapar UpaHJibl CHHacu MULAbUPJISPUH
CTtanuH pemnpecydiiachl AOBPUHJAS L@AHCHl MSAIMIATTATASIPS MSpPY3
rajiiblbblH/IaH OSLIC eaup.

fAcapuH aHa XATTU CcUHOU MUOapU3sd WIS MUIIM-a3aaJbIr
IAPSAKATBl apacblHJAKbl MIPSKKAO sJarsfsgH ubapaTtaup. byHyHsa
MaHallbl MUSJJIM} MMIEpUaNM3MHUH KK canfbibbl llapras muanu
MACANSAJIAPUH IUSJIJIMHAH MUPAKKAOJUWUHM  30cTApMUulgd. ElHu
3aMaHJa Oy uE@AuCAAApAsa pyCc OOJIIEBUKISPUHUH MIOAIUCAIN
XUJMATJASPUHY, OHJapblH [Ap6  MMIepUaUCTASIpPUHA  raplibl
MLOapU3AAs anapbl'bbl pOJIJapbIHbI MaZa casjblp. bakbl KOHrpecuHAs
['adraz pecnyb6ivkanapbiHblH TpubsiH CoBeT PycuiiacbiHa, KeuMUIl
MMIlepyudaia OUPJSIIJAUPUIMSACH HUHUUATH aubIr-allKap 3SHPLH/AL.
Oxyby TUpPKMAHUCTAHJAH OJIaH KOHI'peC HUMaWAHJAACUHUH HEeHU HIOB
MMIlepUiaHbIH HapaHMachl TAILVIIKACH WS 6abJibl Xs06spAap iblbbl WIS
s TaHblll ojyp. O xanrjapbl 103 MAASAHUUWATASPUHM, AT BS
AHAHSJIAPUHY, O 'BUMJAJASIH pedUMOHaAl  CUBUJIM3acUKaJapbIHbI
caxJlaMaba YabblPMbIIII/bI.

Muysanudun uctudaga etauin o6ubauorpaduiia oJsayrba
3SIHOUHJUP.



