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Amina Safarzade
Azerbaijan University of Languages

SENTENCE STRESS AS THE ESSENTIAL ELEMENT
OF EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION IN ENGLISH

Keywords: sentence, essential element, communication, English

The possession of language, perhaps more than any other attribute, distinguishes
humans from other animals. To understand our humanity, one must understand the nature
of language that makes us human [1, p. 284]. Languages are unique, they carry their own
specific features. Languages and the meaning they carry depend on several aspects, which
should be the main concern of people communicating in any language.

The basis of effective English communication is good pronunciation. People do not
speak with separate words, they speak with logically connected word groups. Various
linguists have investigated the acoustic features of English speech. Prosody is a very
important feature of spoken English language that may be viewed as suprasegmental
feature, which defines the underlying segmental structure of a sentence or as a set of
acoustic parameters in the continuous English speech. Prosody may be interpreted as
organization of information within an utterance by accentuating or toning down different
parts of the utterance.

The prosodic encoding occurring during speech production is mostly defined by
the choices of speaker and includes non-linguistic information. In order to transfer
certain communicative intention speakers may apply their own prosodic changes on
the acoustic parameters of the sentence or phrase by producing prominence with
the help of muscular effort. On the listener’s side, this prominence is perceived as
significance in the message which serves several different communicative aims from
the speaker. Stress is an aspect of prosody, which accentuates syllables within different
words, or words within various types of sentences and thus stress leads to gaining a
natural, smooth-flowing style of speech and has an impact on the people’s perceptual
processing of speech.

Word stress serves as basis for sentence stress differentiation. English sentence
stress is beyond the simple English word and its accent. This prosodic phenomenon is a
very crucial constituent of English intonation. Speech is a continuous stream of sounds.
Stress is the main indicator of word boundaries in spoken English language.

Sentence stress or sentence prominence is a prosodic specification where one or
more prominent words within the sentence boundaries receive emphasis in the spoken
utterance or in the message in order to attract the listener’s attention and thus help to
perceive the spoken content. The ability to articulate the proper sentence stress in English
speech is the main requirement and indicator of successful communication.

It is sentence stress, which coincides with the intonational center, which lends
prominence to what may be called the focus of the sentence [2, p.166].
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English sentence stress is analyzed from the standpoint of its acoustic correlates
in speech. The acoustic realization of sentence stress is revealed as changes iri the
intensity, loudness, fundamental frequency, spectral slope or tilt and duration in the
speech production. The acoustic correlates of English sentence stress have a profound
impact on the sentence stress perception and are regarded as essential properties of
speech. Thus, this set of acoustic correlates is used in the English language in order to
signify sentence stress. The most relevant indicator of sentence stress is considered
to be the higher fundamental frequency in syllables. The study of the influence of
all acoustic correlates on the perception of sentential stress is among of the most
investigated issues.

Sentence stress plays a substantial role in information structure. Many studies
have examined the acoustic properties of sentential stress in a variety of languages.
Sentence stress could mark the part of the utterance which has the most necessary
information that the communicator wants to send, or it could express linguistically
motivated information.

On the one hand, in order to convey the intended meaning one must use the correct
English sentence stress, which has an essential meaning in expressing the intended
message. On the other hand, sentence stress plays a key role in understanding the intended
message.

In isolated English words, the markation of words by word stress is generally
fixed. However, when sentence stress is the case, the position of stress is affected by
context and many other factors, including semantic factor, rhythmic factor, information
structure etc.

In the language which is stress-timed, the stress-foot is isochronous. A stressed
syllable together with unstressed syllables which stand before the next stress make
the stress-foot. The English language is stress-timed. In a spoken English sentence,
stress occurs at regular intervals. The duration it takes to say something in English
depends on the quantity of stressed syllables rather than the quantity of syllables
itself.

Thus, having clear understanding of sentence stress is very crucial for the
communication in English, because sentence stress helps to communicate ideas
and express meaning properly, as well as understand other speakers effectively.
If speakers use sentence stress incorrectly, this will lead to misunderstandings and
misinterpretations.

REFERENCES:
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MA: Wadsworth. 2011, 619 p.

2. Lake J.J. Grammar Explanation in Terms of Sentence Stress // The Slavic and East
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XULASS

Amina Safarzada

Ingilis dilinde effektiv unsiyyatin vacib bir element kimi vurgulanmasi

Dilin olmasi balke da diger xiisusiyystisarden daha gox insani diger canlilardan
ferglendirir. insanhigimizi basa digmaek g¢ln bizi insan edan dilin tebistini bagsa digmek
lazimdir. Diller unikaldir ve 6z spesifik xiisusiyyatlerini dasiyirlar. Diller ve onlarin menasi
bir nege cahatdan asilidir ki, bu da istenilen dilds tinsiyyat quran insanlarin esas narahat-
Iigi olmalidir. Effektiv ingilis dili Uinsiyyatinin asasi yaxs! teleffiizdir. insanlar ayri sézlerle
danigmirlar, mantigle bagh séz qruplari il danigirlar. Muxtalif dilgilar ingilis nitginin akustik
xususiyyatlarini aragdirmiglar. Prosody ingilis dilinde fasilesiz bir nitq qurulugunu ve ya
davamli ingilis nitginde akustik parametrlor toplusunu tayin edan suprasegmental xisu-
siyyat kimi qabul edils bilen danisiq dilinin gox vacib bir xisusiyyatidir. S6ziin muxtalif
hissalerini vurgulamaq ve ya tonlandirmagla bir s6z daxilinde malumatlarin teskili kimi
tafsir edila biler.

Acar sézlar: cimle, asas element, tUnsiyyat, ingilis dili

PE3HOME

AmuHa Caghapsane

MNopyepkuaankve & KauecTBe BaXKHOro anemeHTa aheKTMBHOro o6ueHus

Ha aHrN“UCKOM A3LiKe

Hanuuve sisbika, BO3MOXHO, 6onblwe, YeMm nobasi apyras 0CO6eHHOCTb, OT/IN-
HaeT /llAen OT APYruX XMUBOTHbIX. HTO6bI NOHATHL HalWy YeNOBEYHOCTb, Mbl AONXKHbI
NOHATbL NPUPOAY A3blKa, KOTOPbLIN AeNnaeT Hac NoaAbMU. H3bIKKM YHUKANbHbI U UMEIOT
CBOV OCOGEHHOCTU. A3bIKWM 1 NX 3HAYeHWe 3aBUCAT OT HECKO/IbKWX acnekToB, KOTO-
pble A0MXHEI ObiTh rNasHon 3aboTon Noaer, KoTopble 06LLalTCs Ha N6OM S3bI-
ke. OCHOBOWN 3(DPeKTNBHOrO OOLIEHUA Ha aHrNUICKOM A3blKe SBNSETCS XOpolwee
npounaHoweHue. J1loan He roBopAT OTAENbHbLIMU CNOBAMWU, OHW FOBOPST C NOrUYEcKU
CBSi3aHHbIMW rpynnamvi CNoB. PasHbie NMHIBUCTLI U3Y4anu akyCcTUYecKue 0CoBeHHO-
CTW aHrMncKon peyu. lpocoamnsa — o4eHb BaXKHaA 0CO6EHHOCTb pPa3roBOPHON peyu,
KOTOPYK MOXHO paccmarpueaTb Kak CynpacerMeHTapHyil O0CO6eHHOCTb, KoTopas
OnpeAesiAer HempepbiBHyl0 Pe4eBylo CTPYKTYPY Ha aHrNUNCKOM N3blKe Mnu Habop
aKyCTMHECKUX NapamMeTpoB B HENPEpbIBHOW aHrMMNCKOW peyn. ITO MOXHO WHTep-
NPeTpoBaTh Kak oprasvaaymnio Hhopmaunm B OQHOM CNoBe, NOAYEPKNBAR UK TO-
HU3UPYSA pasHbie YacTu CJ/I0Ba.

Kniosessle cnosa: npeanoXeHue, CyLIeCTBEHHbIV 3N1IEMEHT, 0OLLEHUEe, aHrNUACKUI
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