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ON THE PROBLEM OF BASIC FUNCTION OF ENGLISH WORD ORDER
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Word order is an integral part of the sentence structure of any language, regardless of the
morphological structure of the language. Word order in a sentence is understood as the mutual
arrangement of the parts of the sentence, which has syntactic, semantic and stylistic meaning.
Functions of a word order differ in various languages.

Although some languages display considerable freedom of word order, in no human language
may the words of a sentence occur in any random order whatsoever. No matter how free a language
is with respect to word order, it will inevitably have some word order constraints [1, p. 152].

The word order possibilities of a language are partly determined by the parts-of-speech system
of that language [2, p. 1]. Reduction of syntagmatic variability includes fixation of word order. This is
why grammaticalization goes hand in hand with the loss of word order freedom [3, p. 15].

The main function of a word order in English is syntactic, thus it is not possible to agree
with negation its communicative function. There are some cases in which syntactic value of
sentence parts is manifested by their place in the sentence. In the area of syntactic structure, word
order helps define the syntactic functions of certain components. Of course, word order in this
area can play a role only in cases where the syntactic function of a component is not uniquely
determined by other means.

Based on this position, the main role of word order in modern English with an undeveloped
system of inflection is syntactic. In English, word order plays an important syntactic role, since in
this language there is a morphology deficiency. In this language, a word is only a transmitter of
lexical meaning.

The syntactic and communicative roles of word order are contrasted in terms of functional
load. This means that in languages where the syntactic role of word order is the main function for
establishing a connection between parts of a sentence, the communicative possibilities of word
order are reduced, since the word order is loaded with the establishment (expression) of syntactic
relations between the parts of the sentence. On the contrary in synthetic languages, where
grammatical information is contained in the parts of the sentence themselves, the importance of
the syntactic role of word order can be reduced to the level of "redundancy".
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