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The South Caucasus is located at the crossroads of Europe, Southwest
Asia, and Central Asia where complex cultural and population dynamics oc-
curred since Paleolithic times. The Taglar Cave, Karabakh, South Azerbaijan, is
a crucial site for understanding them during the Middle Paleolithic. Exca-
vations during the 1960s-1980s by Mammadali Huseynov and Asadulla Jafa-
rov revealed at least two significant aspects of this cave site. First, the Middle
Paleolithic lithic industries of Taglar had direct affinities to those of Southwest
Asia, particularly the Zagros Mousterian. Second, the long cultural sequence
documented at Taglar, over 6-m thick in deposits, indicates intriguing cultural
evolution. The excavators identified that the latest layer (Layer 2) contained
Upper Paleolithic techno typological elements, suggesting a transition from
the Middle to Upper Paleolithic.

These two suggestions were completely new at the time of the exca-
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vations and remain unique even in the current knowledge of the Middle Paleo-
lithic archaeology of Azerbaijan, evidently worthy of re-evaluation with mod-
ern research strategies, such as rigorous stratigraphic excavations and radio-
metric dating techniques that were unavailable during the 1960s-1980s. Ac-
cordingly, the Azerbaijan-Japan research team resumed excavations of Taglar
Cave. After the preliminary feasibility research in 2023, substantial excava-
tions were conducted in the summer of 2024. This paper summarizes our
work to date, with future perspectives.

The first task was to delineate the distribution of the remaining primary
cultural deposits. Previous extensive excavations likely removed more than
80% of the cave sediment. We performed stratigraphic cleaning of the area
along the eastern cave wall where the primary cultural deposits were pre-
served. Consequently, we were able to reconstruct the original stratigraphic
divisions comprising Layers 2-6 of the Middle (and possibly Upper) Paleolith-
ic, below Layer 1 of the Holocene period. Moreover, we successfully prepared
sediment samples from all layers for Optically Stimulated Luminescence da-
ting. Although lithic artifacts and faunal remains obtained during the 2023-
2024 seasons are limited, future seasons will undoubtedly yield more sam-
ples. Their rigorous analysis based on cutting edge radiometric chronology
should elucidate the cultural and population dynamics of the Middle Paleolith-
ic in the Karabakh region of the South Caucasus.
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