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Tens of thousands were killed. Hundreds of thousands were injured.
More than a million people were expelled from their homes. The Karabagh
problem, the cause of these tragedies, is now 10 years old. Hopes for a
solution to this problem have appeared in the late 1997. Both Baku and
Yerevan have said that they accepted a well-known proposal at the Lisbon
summit of the OSCE (December 1996). However, President Ter-
Petrossian's resignation in February 1998 and the capture of power by
political hawks have again renewed anxieties.**

Events after the spring and summer of 1993 are still a fresh memory.
At that time, according to the United Nation's Security Council resolution
and by U.S., Russian and Turkish guarantees, a program was accepted for
the liberation of territories occupied by Armenian troops. Yerevan also
accepted this program. People began to think that the war would stop soon.
In contrast to this hope, Moscow conducted a military coup d' etat in
Azerbaijan. The war renewed itself and this time it was much more severe
in its intensity. In February-March 1998, Armenia witnessed what
amounted t0 a military coup, but it was in a slightly different disguise it
was in effect a velvet coup. Who is behind these events? Should we expect
renewed military confrontation from Armenia? What are the fundamentals
that drive Armenia to ignore UN resolutions 822, 853, 874 and 884? Why
do the Armenians repeatedly refuse to implement a proliferation of OSCE
resolutions and appeals?
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THE OUTRAGEOUS NATIONALISM

President Ter-Petrossian's relatively moderate stance on the Karabagh
problem, his arguments on advantages for Armenia and Armenians from
Karabagh to solve this problem did not satisfy a majority of Armenians.
Why?

First of all, I would like to point out that Mr.Ter-Petrossian and the
Armenian Pan-National Movement played an essential role in the creation
of extreme nationalism and its subsequent hold over society. For a long
time, Turks and Muslims were the targets of hatred by the Pan-National
Movement and its virulent propaganda was spread not just inside Armenia
but also to its communities worldwide. Armenian scholars and politicians
told a lot of false stories, that apparently they themselves began to believe.
A big problem is that they convinced many people abroad in the whole
process of their exaggeration.

The first false story: Throughout history Karabagh belonged to
Armenia and Armenians. Only in 1923 did Stalin present this territory to
Azerbaijan.

This false history is believed widely in the West, and has been
propagated by Western media. Let us highlight some important historic
facts in this context.

-The Karabagh Khanate entered the Russian Empire as a small
Azerbaijani feudal state; according to census data, arranged by the Russian
general Yermolov in 1823, 22% of the population of this Khanate were
Armenians, 78%-Azerbaijanis; in addition, we can add 'to these figures data
from the neighboring Irevan Khanate which was ruled by Azerbaijanis as
well; 43% of this territories population were Azerbaijanis;

-According to the official Russian census of 1916, in the population of
Karabagh (Gorus and Shusha cities, Javanshir, Zangezur, Kazakh and
Karyagin uyezds) - 558,823- Armenians comprised 41.1%, Azerbaijanis
made up the rest (58.9%); Karabagh and Zangezur were parts of the
Azerbaijan Democratic Republic in

1918-1920s; the Paris Peace Conference issued a resolution, according
which Karabagh remained a part of Azerbaijan Republic;

-Zangezur and Karabagh were inside Azerbaijan after its second
occupation in 1920; the Republic of Armenia and Armenians from
Karabagh played a very essential role in this occupation; there were
connections between the revolt in Karabagh and Soviet intervention; after
the occupation of Armenia, Zangezur was presented to Armenia -instead of
their service in the so-called Sovietization, and with the geopolitical
objective - to destroy ties between Azerbaijan and Turkey (same goal is
seen in the creation of an artificial Orenburgh oblast between Tatar -
Bashkirs and the Turks of Central Asia).

Let me talk about Stalin's role. The Karabagh question was discussed
in a meeting of Caucasian bureau of RCP(b) and it was accepted with only
one vote, that Karabagh should not remain within Azerbaijan SSR; but
taking into account the aggravation of question it was decided to pass this
question to Moscow; next day (July 5) the Caucasian bureau ordered
Azerbaijan to grant only one, mountainous part of Karabagh, autonomy;
however, Azerbaijan regarded this order as an injustice and did not
implement it for two years; the next step in pressuring Azerbaijan was the
ultimatum issued by the Caucasian plenum in June 1923 to organize within
a month the autonomous oblast in the mountainous part of Karabagh; for
this purpose the leaders of Azerbaijan were changed; Sergey Kirov was
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sent from Moscow; some weeks later, in June 7, 1923, Azerbaijan Central
Executive Comimittee issued a decree about the formation of Autonomous
Region of Mountainous Karabagh.

This is the short and real history of the so-called '‘granting of
Mountainous Karabagh to Azerbaijan” by Stalin! (

The second false story: The Karabagh Armenians' national-liberation
movement was as a result of the creation of the so-called
"Nagorno-Karabagh Republic”. Thus, in this instance the story goes they
gained a struggle with Azerbaijan.
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Let me point out to you Jhe following. In 1989, 145,000 Armenians and
45,000 Azerbaijanis lived in Karabagh. The total population of Azerbaijan
was 7.2 million. Is it possible that 145,000 people defeated 7 million? 1
would like to remind you of a second fact. Moscow created national-ethnic
conflicts in order to prevent the collapse of the Soviet Union. Alongside the
Karabagh promem there are many conflict points such as the Trans-Dniestr
problem in Moldova, the Crimean problem in Ukraine, the Ossetian and
Abkhaz problems in Georgia. It is a pure speculation to say that a small
mountainous enclave, which has no military production capabilities in its
territory, defeated Azerbaijan by itself. There are thousands of facts proving
the interference of the Republic of Armenia in Azerbaijan's intemal affairs
or to say it correctly the aggression of the Republic of Armenia. An
aggression of Soviet/Russian Seventh Army is known as well. Actually, the
main culprit in the rhassacre of hundreds people is Russia's 366" battalion.

The third false story: It was alleged that the security problems force the
Armenians of Mountainous Karabagh to maintain an aggressive stance.
They were as if disappearing under pressure, therefore, they would not
liberate so-called security zone, 6 districts outside of Mountainous
Rarabagh, and that is why OSCE Minsk Group Co-chairmen's
stage-by-stage plan is not acceptable.

Some anti-theses proving the above mentioned baseless allegations:

-For the last 200 years Armenians have been a gendarme of Russia
(Tsars/Bolsheviks/Yeltsin) in the Caucasus, and have always strengthened
their position.

-The Armenians of Mountai'nous Karabagh were not diminished in the
Russian/Soviet period at all, on the contrary, the local Azerbaijanis were
oppressed here. In the eve of the conflict they constituted 30% of the whole
population. But they later became an object of "ethnic cleansing".
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-The Mountainous Karabagh was in a better situation in comparison even
with Armenia in respect of average socio-cultural maintenance. There are many
Armenian researches proving it.

-All the aggressors, including Fascists, covered their expansionist policy by
different pretexts. Armenians have to liberate the Lower Karabagh and other
adjoining districts. They must realize that the best guarantee for security is to
establish normal relations with their neighbors.

Summing up the first reason for conflict - an approach of Armenians of
Armenia and Karabagh again | would like to emphasize that for the solution to
the problem it is necessary to carry out psychological preparations. It is
necessary to create an objective idea on the history and contemporary substance
of the problem, to carry the truth to the Armenian nation.

MOSCOW'S STANCE

The second author of Karabagh problem is Moscow. The latter created this
problem to pressure Azerbaijan, and actively is using it. It was known that
Moscow gave weapons amounting up to $1 billion to Armenia in the last couple
of years. But Moscow has to understand that the time for solving problems with
weapons and soldiers is over. Russian's geopolitical reach has declined in this
region due precisely to the policy of expansionist circles. The latter has to
perceive that by supporting the separatist movement in Azerbaijan they reduce
the life of the Russian Federation. In the last weeks 30 deputies of the Russian



Duma participated in the celebrations of the separatist movement in Karabagh.
In revenge, it is proclaiming in Azerbaijan media to recognize officially the
Chechen Republic, at least to send officials to participate in the independence
day's celebrations. It is ridiculous that Russia claims to serve as a guarantor of
peace and stability in this region, which it considers as the "near abroad".
Russia's representative is one of the co-chairmen in the OSCE Minsk Group and
this fact is
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not for a solution to the conflict, on the contrary, it's a tactic for delay. In
fact, the main factor de-stabilizing the entire area is Russia's behavior itself.
Finally, some attempts on President Aliyev's and President Shevardnadze's
life should be seen within the context of Russia" attempts to dominate the
region.

The "Caucasian Hore" idea directs against the Russian imperialism in
Caucasus. This idea has a long history. In 1919, Azerbaijan and Georgia
signed a military-defense pact with the note that Armenia has right to join
to this pact. However, Armenians chose a stance to be under Russian
influence rather than an independent life. The leaders of Azerbaijan and
Georgia accepted the document similar to this historic one, "The Thilisi
Declaration”, and invited Armenia to join the declaration. Armenia
remained this appeal without answer, proving that it is not ready to leave
the Russian political orbit and pursue an independent policy. Creation of
peace and stability in Caucasus demands support for the "Caucasian Hore"
idea. The main condition of implementation of this idea is to prevent
Russian military and political pressure, and Russia's reddiness to see and
collaborate with them as equals.

U.S. CONGRESS STANCE

The third force supporting separatism and laying obstacles to create
stability in Karabagh is the U.S. Congress. It is the Congress accepting
illogical and unjust 907th Amendment and thus putting Azerbaijan together
with Iran and Libya in the same category. In 1997, the Congress accepted a
bill presenting humanitarian relief to Karabagh ($12.5 million). In another
words, the Congress grossly interfered to the internal affairs of Azerbaijan
encouraging Armenians of Karabagh to get tore uncOmpromising stance.
Congressman Pallone claims that he did not violate'international law by
paying visit to Karabagh. He claims that after visiting Karabagh he began
to believe more in the necessity of more illogical and unjust bill



presenting to the Congfess "Peace and Stability Act”. In contrast to
Mr.Pallone's act, the USA accepted the territorial integrity of the Republic
of Azerbaijan; in addition, its representative is one of the co-chairmen of
OSCE Minsk Group.

| did not want to include the Clinton's Administration, but | have to.
Indeed, it seeks to cancel the 907th Amendment, and tries to broadening
relations with Azerbaijan. Nevertheless, receiving so-called "minister" of
non-recognized "NKR" by the U.S. State Department provokes
misunderstanding. And it clarifies some questions.

The quiet high level U.S. officials affirm that the Republic of
Azerbaijan is going to be a strategic ally of the U.S. in the region. Indeed,
interests of the U.S. and Azerbaijan in main geopolitical questions
coincide. Azerbaijan as an ally does its best; its rich oil reserves are giving
to use of world; it pursues a policy of peace in the region; it considers
stability as its own priority in spite of contradictions with some national
interests. However, an attitude regarding Azerbaijan bears a double
standard. Armenia is a violator of stability, aggressor, infringing the
intemational law. But this country is second in receiving an American aid!
Why? Maybe the Yerevan government has very rare diplomats? Maybe
Armenia has rare strategic position, or rare strategic raw materials, or other
strategic values? It is only Christianity that attracts some congressmen in
Armenia. There is a fundamentalism in Iran, but this fundamentalism does
not prevent Tehran from implementation of some things, which is
demanding by state interests. The fundamentalists in the U.S. Congress are
more stubborn.

WHAT ABOUT AZERBAIJAN?

The Karabagh problem happens inside Azerbaijan, it concerns mainly
its citizens. That is why Azerbaijan's responsibilities are more than any
other countries.
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The problem rose from this situation, when Azerbaijan and Aimenia
did not enjoy same opportunities. First of all, the parity must be created.
Armenia has big problems due to its extreme nationalism. But the problem
of Azerbaijan is that nationalism here is under the satisfied level. The
necessity of parity concems as well as military field. Especially, after 1
billion Russian military shipments. One of the best means to prevent the
Armenian aggression is modern, well-trained Azerbaijan Army. Existence
of an army, which can defend the country and its citizens, should make
capricious Armenia to think. Another condition in the reinforcement of
Azerbaijan is deepening of democratization inside the society.

Until returning the refugees to Shusha, Azerbaijan will not say that the
war is over. The representatives of one million refugees demand to allow
them to create a voluntary refugee army, the same quantity of Armenian
population of Mountainous Karabagh as 150,000 men.

On the other hand, according formal logic, Azerbaijan bears this
conflict already 10 years, and it should wait other 2-3 years. During this
period oil contracts will work entirely, geopolitical changes will deepen.
This region is not been considered now as a "backyard" of Russia. The
NATO's breath is feeling here. The Trans-Caucasian corridor began to
work. The ancient "Silk Road" is restoring. GUAM and the Central Asian
Union are the heralds of serious geopolitical *processes. Reform processes
have begun in the region. This region is rapidly becoming as a part of
European political and economic system. The face of the region will
radically change with the realizing of oil contracts. (According to official
estimates, Azerbaijan will gain 211 billion dollars from the export of oil
during 25 years).

| think that after some years the position of Azerbaijan in the
negotiations will strengthen, and it will have relatively favorable chances to
sign peace agreement. But | saw the refugee camps that should shame
humankind. And in my country, 95% of population live under the level of
poverty. The Karabagh conflict is a big obstacle for



the development in the region. | do not wish that Armenia enjoying today
humanitarian help would be tomorrow hungry and angry. Its problems are
directly effecting and will effect the situation in Azerbaijan. Because the
Caucasus are a single organism. Plague of one part paralyzes the entire
organism. Karabagh is a striking pattern: all the 15 million population of
South Caucasus became hostages of 150 thousand Karabagh Armenians.

CONCLUSION

But | do believe that the situation is not hopeless. The fair solution of
the conflict in the interests of both nations demands above-mentioned
conditions: it is necessary to realize the true history and current essence of
the conflict, and to carry active explanatory work among Armenians;
Moscow has to change its Caucasian policy; the U.S. Congress has to stop
encourage Armenian separatism; Azerbaijan itself has to strengthen for
creation here a parity. These main conditions for the solution of the
Karabagh problem are possible to obtain.

*Dr. Nasib Nassibli, Dean, School of Law and Social Sciences, Khazar University.
The text of report made by author in the seminar ""Karabagh problem: The
Situation is hopeless?* at the U.S. Institute of Peace in March 1998.

** Robert Kocharian, the leader of Karabagh separatists, then prime-minister of
Armenia under Ter-Petrossian, after electing as the president of the Republic of
Armenia stated that he would not accept the Minsk group co-chairmen’s
proposal on stage-by-stage solution of the Karabagh problem. He also
confirmed that Azerbaijan should agree to negotiate with "Nagorno-Karabagh
Republic™, and the Armenians will neyer welcome the status of autonomy for
Nagorno-Karabagh within Azerbaijan.
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Xilasd

QARABAG PROBLEMI: aski
inadkarhq va yeni Umidlar

Nasib NOSIBLI (Xazar Universitasi, Baka,
Azarbaycan)

On minlarla insan mohv edilib. YUz minlarlo insan sikoast olub. Bir
milyondan artiq insan evindon-esiyindon didergin diisiib. Boyiik bir region
girov goturalib. Bu bodbaxtliklorin sobabkari - Qarabag miinaqisasinin
baslanmasindan on il kecir. Ermoaniloro BMT TS - nin 822, 853, 874, 884
sayli gorarlann1 yerina yetinnomays, isgal edilmis orazilori bosaltmamaga
osas veron sortlor nadir? Ermonilor ATOT- in va basga beynalxalq
toskilatlann garar va ¢agirislarina niya mahal goymurlar?

Hor seydon oavval demok lazimdir ki, Ter-Petrosyan vo Ermoni
Umummilli Horekat1 illorlo apardiglar: siyasetin vo tobligatin qurbanlari
oldular. Bu giin ermonilor arasinda ifrat millatgiliyin hakim olmasinda,
obyektiv  fikrin qgobul edilo  bilmomasinds, kompleksin iginds
govrulmalarinda Ermoni Umummilli Horokatmin bdyiik rolu var. Illorla
ermoni tobligatinda tiirkloro vo mdusalmanlara nifrot osas vasito olub.
Ermoni ziyalilan vo siyasatgilorinin xeyli hissasi 0 gedor saxta nagillar
quragdiriblar ki, 6zlori belo bu yalanlara inaniblar. Birinci saxta hekaya:
tarix boyu Dagliq Qarabag Ennoanistana va ermanilora maxsus olub, yalmz
1923-cii ildo Stalin onu Azorbaycana bagislayib. Ikinci: Dagliq Qarabag
ennanilarinin milli-azadliq harokati "DQR" deyilon qurumun yaranmasina
sobob oldu, ya'ni onlar Azarbaycanla mibarizods galib golmislor. Uglinc:
Dagliq Qarabag ermonilorinin keskin, barismaz mdévqe tutmagina sobob
onlarin tohllkasizlik problemlori imis.

Miinagisanin birinci sobabini aradan qaldirmagq tigiin Ermanistanda vo
Dagliq Qarabag ermonilori arasmda psixoloji hazirliq gorakdir. Problemin
tarixi vo mulasir mozmunu haqqinda obyektiv tosovviir yaradilmali, ermoni
milletina hagigoati sdylomak



gorakdir. Qarabag probleminin ikinci asas muollifi Moskvadir. Dagliq Qarabagda
separatizmi dostoklayan, burada sabitliyin yaranmasia mane olan {glinci quvva
Amerika Birlogsmis Statlarinin kongresidir. Bu homin kongresdir ki, 1992-ci ilds
montigsiz vo edalotsiz 907-ci diizalisi gobul etmis, Azarbaycam, faktiki olaraq,
[ran, Liviya ilo bir siraya qoymusdur. Qarabag miinaqisesi Azorbaycanm
orazisindoonun votondaslannin problemidir. Onun boynuna daha bdyuk vezifalor
diistir.

Ennonistanin  tocavizii ilo bagh yaranmig bohran hall edilondir.
Miinagisonin halli U¢in yuxanda dediyim osas sortlorin yerino yetirilmosi
vacibdir: problemin tarixi vo indiki mozmunu haqqinda ennonilors hoqigati
sOylomok, foal izahat isi aparmaq gorokdir; Moskvanin Qafqaz siyasatindo
doyisiklik olmalidir; ABS konqresi Qarabag ermonilarini sirniklondirmakdon ol
cokmolidir; Azerbaycan 6zU quvvatli olmalidir. Bunlar hamisi miimkiin olan
iglordir

*"Daglhq Qarabag: vaziyyat iimidsizdirmi?" adlt koufrausda /Vagington, 24 mart 1998/ ¢ixisin
asas tezislari/



