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N8 SRIYYATDAN

Minilliklar 6nca ilkin vatanlari olan Afrikani tark edan ilk insan dastalari
yeni lorpaglari manimsamaya baslamiglar. Onlarin sayi olduqca az idi,
garsidaki tahlikalare he¢ de hamisa miqavimat gdstara bilmirdilar.
Silahlari hemin dovrds Yer kiirasinda yasayan nahang yirticilarin cay-
naq va disleri ile miqgayisada primitiv idi. Onlar soyugdan aziyyat
¢akirdilar, ¢inki alovu qoruyub saxlamagi 6yransalar da, onu alds et-
mayi hale bacarmirdilar. Blverissiz hava saraitinde magaralarda ve
agaclarin budaglari altmda gizlanir, an sads ev tikmaya bels guclari
yetmirdi. Aclig onlari daima musayiat edirdi, ¢unki ovgular hec da
hamisa ugur qazanmirdilar.

Lakin butin c¢atinliklara baxmayaraq, onlar dag va caylari, mesa
va ¢ollari kegarak iraliya dogru gedirdilar. Balke de mahz hamin agir
gunlards insanda Ufuqun o biri tarafinda olanlari gérmak, yeni seylari
kasf etmak arzusu bas qaldirmisdir. Bu dayisikliklara canatma sivi-
lizasiyanin inkisafina takan veracakdi. Va bu yola ¢ixmadan yuzlar-
la, balke da minlarle il sonra planetin har tarafinda tongallar
yandirildi, isti ocaqlar-yer Gzindaki ztulmati azaciq dagidan, atrafi
aydinladan, insan amayinin bsahrasi olan ilk isig meydana galdi.

Blbatta, bela isiglarin, galacak sivilizasiyalarin ilk manbalarinin sayi
cox deyildi. Onlarin har birinin 6z taleyi var idi. Bir hissasi saharlar,
dovlatlar va hatta imperiyalarin yaranmasi Gg¢un tamal rolunu oynayan
nahang madaniyyatlarin mujdagisi oldugu halda, digarlari sonib get-
di, onlarin kidli yagis sulari ila yuyuldu, basqa tarixi hadisalar
naticasinda unuduldu.

Lakin bu ocaglarin har biri bizim Gctin dogmadir. Onlarin yaxinhginda
gorunub saxlamIimis maisat asyalari va amak alatlari - bizdan xeyli
uzaq olan hayatin sibutlari sassiz deyil. Bu giin onlarin dili mitaxas-
sislar - tarixg¢i, arxeoloq, antropoloq va paleontoloqglar tarafindan basa
dusulur. Va biz Basariyyatin ke¢gmali oldugu uzun Yolun neca baslandigi
barada hekayani onlarla birlikda dinlaya bilarik va dinldmaliyik da.
Cunki boylik maarifci alim, Azarbaycan elmi tarixsinashginin banisi
Abbasqulu aga Bakixanovun dediyi kimi, "ke¢misdan xabari olmadan
bu gunla yasamag sahraya yolsuz daxil olmaq va orada magsadsiz

dolagsmaq demakdir”.

FROM THE PUBLISHER

Hundreds of thousands of years ago, after leaving humanity's an-
cestral home, Africa, pioneer groups of people set out on a quest
for new lands. They were few in number and could not always sur-
vive the threats they faced. Their weapons were primitive and far
less effective than the claws and fangs of the giant predators of those
times. They suffered from the cold; although they had mastered the
art of keeping a fire going, they were not yet able to start one. In
bad weather their shelters were caves and tree branches, while the
construction of even the most rudimentary home was still beyond
them. Hunger was their constant companion, as hunters were rarely
lucky

And yet, they moved on, crossing mountains and rivers, forests and
grasslands. Perhaps it was then, in those hard times, that people first
developed the strong desire to see what was beyond the horizon,
to discover new things. And this desire for change was to become
the driving force for the development of civilization. Centuries, per-
haps even millennia after that first exodus, bonfires were alight across
the planet, the first man-made light to make some impression on
the darkness of the world.

Of course, there weren't so many of these fires, the first foci of fu-
ture civilization and each had its own fate. Some were precursors
of powerful cultures, lighting the way for cities, states and even em-
pires. Others died out, their ash washed away by rains and buried
in the depths of history.

But every one of these milestones is dear to us. The household items
and tools that have survived, evidence of a life so distant from us,
are by no means silent. They speak to today's experts - historians,
archaeologists, anthropologists and palaeontologists. And through
them we can and should hear the story of how it all happened at
the beginning of humanity's long trek. As the great scholar, educa-
tor and founder of Azerbaijani scientific historiography, Abbasgulu
Bakikhanov, argued, "living in the present without knowing the past
is tantamount to entering a desert without a path and wandering

around there without purpose.”
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HEARTHS AND TIME

Basaeriyyatin takamil agaci ¢atin va geyri-
barabar bdylylr. Onu an azi semaya Uz tutmus
safv agacina banzatmak mimkindir. 0 daha
cox iri gbvdasi olan, budaglarinin bif hissasi
guvva toplamamis quruyan, digar gismi isa
alverissiz hava seraitina tab gatirmayarek
ayilan, lakin aksar budaglari yarpaglara
birinerak giinasa meyl edan naheng pald
agacini xatirladir. Lakin bazan onlar tgiin da
agir magamlar baslayir. Ve bu zaman bels bir
teassirat yaranir ki, inkisaf dayanmis, baslan-
mis durdunluq ise heg vaxt sona ¢atmayacag.
Lakin illar kegir, ytzilliklar bir-birini avaz edir va

budaglar yenidan yasillasir.

The tree of human evolution grows slowly
and unevenly It least of all resembles a
cypress pointing to the sky. It is rather more
like a mighty oak with spreading crown.
Some of its branches dry out even before
they gain growth, others, unable to stand
the test of weather, becomelyvisted, but
most of the branches, dressed in leaves,
reach for the sun. Eve>i they endure bad
tirpes, however. Sometimes growth appears®
halted in endless crisis. But as years and cen-
turies replace each other, the branches

renew th”Ir greenery.



2007-ci ilde Qobustan YUNESKO
Basariyyatin imumdinya madani
daxil edilib.

tarafindan
irs siyahisina

In 2007, UNESCO included Gobustan into the world
list of cultural heritage of hunnanity

OCAQ.LAR V& ZAMAN

Bizlari basar sivilizasiyasinin meydana galdiyi dévrdan

aylran zaman o gadar uzun, atraf mihita tasiri yenica

baslamis insanin siurlu fealiyyatinin izlerini askar et-

mak isa O daracads ¢atindir ki, gadim acdadlarimizin
maskanlarinin tapilmasi har dafe sensasiyaya cevrilir. Lakin
glinumizadak galib catmis malsat asyalari ve amak alatlarinin son-
radan Oyranilmasi naticasinda minilliklar énce hadisalarin neca
cerayan etdiyini anlamagq u¢un zaruri material alda edillr. Bu baxim-
dan ¢oxsaylh gayadistli rasmlarle zangin olan Qobustan unlkal das kitab
kimi ¢ixis edir. Bu kitabin sahifslarinda burada maskunlasmis insanlarin
hayat tarzi, masguliyyatiari, inanclari, ilkin incasanati 6z aksini tap-
misdir. Bu abida faktiki oiaraq dunya sivilizasiyasi ocaglanndan birinin
gayalara hakk olunmus salnamasidir.

Elmi adabiyyatda Qobustan barade geydlara, lUstalik burada askar
olunmus qayaustu rasmlarin fotosakillarina ¢ox rast galinir. Lakin genis
oxucu kutlesi Gc¢un nazards tutulmus bu nasrlarin heg biri siviliza-
siyanin baslangicina dair bu dalillari 6z gozlari ile géran har kasda

HEARTHS AND TIME

The emergence of human civilization stands so far dis-
tant and the traces of early reasoned behaviour are so
difficult to detect from the insignificance of their impact
on the surrounding world that any discoveries of our an-
cestral habitats always create a sensation. But only further study of
surviving household items and tools can provide the information nec-
essary to understand the nature of things so many millennia ago. And
so Gobustan, with its numerous rock drawings, represents a unique
book in stone, whose pages describe the lifestyle, occupations, be-
liefs and arts of the settlers. It is in essence a chronicle of one cen-
tre of civilization engraved on rock.
There are many mentions of Gobustan and even more photos of the
rock drawings discovered there in literature. But no publication ad-
dressed to the wider audience gives complete answers to the main
questions that inevitably arise in anyone who sees this evidence of
early civilization. Who were these people? Why did they choose this
land? How did settlement in Gobustan evolve? It must be said that
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istar-istarmaz yaranan asas suallara hala ki, tarn cavab vers
bilmamisdir. Bu insanlar kim olub? Na l¢ln yasamaq tc¢un mahz bu-
rani segiblar? Qobustandaki maskanlarin tarixi neca inkisaf etmisdir?
Etiraf etmak lazimdir ki, bu suallari cavablandrmaq oldugca ¢atindir.
Ustalik birmanali cavablar imumiyyatle magbul hesab edilmir. Lakin
toxminlar, nazariyyalar, farziyyalar irali surula bilar ve onlarin sayi
kifayat gqadardir. Onlarin arasinda fantastik va ziddiyyatli olanlari da
var, lakin haqigat gec-tez iza ¢ixacag ve Qobustanin sirri agilacag.
Demali, dinyanin 6zl gadar gadim olan, asrlar boyu mudriklari masgul
edan "Biz kimik va haradan galmisik?" probleminin halli is-
tigamatinda daha bir addim atiimis olacaq.

Abseron yarimadasinda, Bakidan 60 kilometr aralida Qobustan Mil-
li tarix-badii qorugu yerlasir. Buradaki abidalaryuxari paleolitdan tut-
mus son orta asrlara gadar uzanan boyik tarixi dovri ahata edir.
Dunyada bels bir uzunmuddatli tarixi doévri aks etdiran ikinci
gayausti resmlar toplusu mdévcud deyii. Onun shamiyyati o gadar
bdyukdur ki, 2007-ci ilde Qobustan YUNESKO tarafindan Basariyyatin
Umumdinya madani irs siyahisina daxil edilarak Yerusalim va
Mexiko, Flva va Roma, Stounhenc ve Afinadaki Akropoi kimi
abidalarle bir sirada yer aldi.

Sahasi dord min hektardan artig olan gorugun arazisinda arxe-
ologlar tarafindan altt mindan cox gayalsti rasm, dayanacaq yer-
lari, kurganlar, vaxtile insaniarin yasadigr magaralar, meqalitik ti-
kililar, yasaylis maskanlari askar edilib. Aiimlarin askarladigl petro-
gliflarda ov va silahli carpisma, akingilik va bahlqgciligla masgul olma
sahnalari, marasim raqgslari, hamcinin burada yasayan heyvanlar,
quslar, ilaniar, baliglar, hasaratlar, gayiqgiar, remzi va solyar (gunasin
sinnvolu) isaralar tasvir olunub. Qayalarda ve magaralarin divarlanndaki

zarif ve canh rasmiar taacclib va heyranlhq dogurur. "Tariximizi Qo-

H -RTH

it is extremely difficult to answer these questions. Moreover, there
are no unequivocal answers. But a great many conjectures, theories
and hypotheses have already been expressed. Some among them are
fantastic and contradictory, but sooner or later the truth will be found
and the mystery of Gobustan will be solved. That will be another step
towards solving the problem that has occupied the world's best minds
for centuries: who are we and where did we come from?

On the Absheron Peninsula, 60 kilometres south of Baku, there is the
Gobustan National Historical and Artistic Reserve. Its monuments cov-
er a huge historical period: from the Upper Palaeolithic period to the
late Middle Ages. No other collection of rock drawings in the world
illustrates such a long period of history Its importance is such that
in 2007 Gobustan was included in the UNESCO list of World Cultural
Heritage, joining such famous sites as Jerusalem and Mexico City,
Thebes and Rome, Stonehenge and the Acropolis in Athens.
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bustansiz tasavvir etmak Unnumiyyatle mimkin deyil. Qobustan agiq
sama altinda asl muzey, sehrli va sirll bir diyardir. Qobustandaki
gqayausti rasmlar kompleksi mezollt va sonraki ddvrlara aid olan in-
casanat abidasidlr", - akademik iqrar dliyev bela yazirdi.

Arxeoloqglarin son kasflarl Qobustanin, Umumiyyatla butin
Abseron yarimadasinin sirlarle dolu oldugunu gdstarir va hamin
sirlarin agilmasi nainki gadim insanlar, hamg¢inin bu regionda basar
tarixinin gedisati barada tasavvurlarimlzin kékiindan dayismasina
gatirib ¢fxara biler. 8lbatta, bu, oldugca mirakkab, an mixtalif elm
sahalarindan olan mitaxassisiarin quvva va blliklarinin calb olun-
masini talab edan, lakin, subhasiz, zaruri prosesdir. Cunki onun
naticaiari takca Azarbaycan (lg¢iun deyil, Umumiyyatia Qafgazda,
Mesopotamiya va On Asiyada yasayan bitiin xalglar tgiin shamiyyatli
oiacaq.

Tarixciiar hesab edir ki, Qobustanin nisbatan Kki¢lk arazisinda
moévcud olmus madaniyyatin ayrica hadisa kimi dyranilmasi boyuk

sahv olardi. Bu madaniyyat,

slibhasiz, Xazarin sahillarinda
meydana gaisrak Qafqazin
digar regionlari va $arqi
Anadoluya yayilan itmumi si-
vilizasiya prosesinin tarkib
hissasi olub. Xazar atrafin-
daki torpaglar, Araliq danizi re-
gionu kimi, avvalca qabila

ittifaglari, daha sonra isa Sarq

tarixinda 0z sbdzunu demis

gadim dovlatlarin meydana

galdiyi makan olmusdur. Qobustan fenomenini nazardan kecirarkan
XX asrin an boyuk tarixgisi Arnold C. Toynbinin toévsiya-
sina amal etmakda fayda var: "Hissanl dark etmak G¢ln ilk névbada
diggatimizi bitéva ydnaitmaliylk, ¢linki bu butév 6zi-6zindan dark

edilan tadgiqat sahasidir".

Archaeologists have already discovered more than 6,000 rock draw-
ings, dwelling sites, burial mounds, once- inhabited caves, megalithic
structures and settlements within a reserve that extends over 4,000
hectares. The petroglyphs depict scenes of hunting and armed clash-
es, agriculture and fishing and ritual dances, as well as animals, birds,
snakes, fish and insects, boats, solar and other symbols. The elegant
and lively images carved into rocks and cave walls are truly breath-
taking. "Without Gobustan it is absolutely impossible to imagine our
history. Gobustan is truly an open-air museum, a magical and mys-
terious place. It is an amazing art gallery The Gobustan petroglyph and
rock carving complex is a monument to the Mesolithic and later ages,
a monument to the art of the time," wrote Academician Igrar Aliyev,
judging by archaeologists' latest discoveries Gobustan, and indeed
the whole Absheron Peninsula, still hold secrets which, when deci-
phered, may change dramatically our understanding not only of the
ancient world, but of the whole course of human history in the re-
gion. This, of course, is a very difficult and complicated process. It re-
quires expert resources and knowledge from different areas of sci-
ence. Nevertheless, it is absolutely necessary, because its results will
be important for Azerbaijan, but also for all the peoples who live and
in the Caucasus, Mesopotamia and Asia Minor.

Historians believe that it would be a profound mistake to view the
culture that existed on a relatively small area in Gobustan as a stand-
alone phenomenon. It was certainly part of a general civilisational
advance which, having emerged on the shores of the Caspian Sea,
then spread to other regions of the Caucasus and Eastern Anatolia.
The lands around the Caspian Sea, just like the Mediterranean, were
the birthplace, first, of tribal alliances and then of ancient states which
largely determined the course of history in the East. In examining the
phenomenon of Gobustan, it is sensible to follow the advice of promi-
nent 20th century historian Arnold J. Toynbee: "In order to understand
the parts we must first focus our attention upon the whole, because
this whole is the field of study that is intelligible in itself."
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ON THE SHORES OF THE CASPIAN

Qobustan qorugunun yerlasdiyi arazinin
gadim geoloji tarixi var. Abseron yari-
madasini shate edan Xazar danizi, Araliq
danizinin sarq hissasi, Qara daniz, iran kor-
fozi, Malay arxipelaqi danizlari kimi, hale
66 milyon il svval mdvcud olmus Tetis
okeaninin bir hissasidir. Bu okean Hondvana
va Lavraziya superqitalarini ayirirdi. Va ixti-
ologlarin iddia etdiyi kimi, hazirda Xazards
yasayan aksar balig va xargangkimilarin
acdadlari vaxtile Tetisin sakinlari olmusdur.

Washing the coasts of the Absheron
Peninsula, the Caspian Sea, like the eastern
Mediterranean Sea, the Black Sea,

the Persian Gulf and the seas of the Malay
Archipelago, forms a part of the Tethys
Ocean which existed 66 nnillion years ago.
It divided the supercontinents of Gondwana
and Laurasia. According to ichthyologists,
the waters of the Caspian are still home

to many fish and crustaceans whose
ancestors inhabited the Tethys.

*Trker”"
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Xazar danizi yaxud Xazar gdli dinyanin an sirli makan-
larindan biridir. Burada tarixin muammali maqgamlari
tabiatin sirlari ile SIX baghdir. Suyun saviyyasinin galx-
masi yaxud enmasinin tasiri altinda daniz sahilinin
sakli dafalarla dayisarak dalgalarin altindaki xeyli quru arazini gah
Uza ¢ixarmig, gah da gizlatmisdir. XX asrda Abseron yarimadasinin tabii
saraitinin dyranilmasina xeyli vaxt sarf etmis gérkamli sovet geolo-
qu, akademik i.M. Qubkin yazirdi: "Suyun altinda galmis sahar ve
kandlar barade afsanalar tam hagqigatdir". Bir cox alimlarin fikrinca,
insanlar Qobustanda maskunlasdiqlari zaman daniz bu yerlarin
gadim sakinlari G¢lin siginacaq olan gayalara yaxinlasmisdi.
Qobustanin boyuk hissasi gqayalaryiginindan ibaratdir. Geologlarin
fikrinca, onlarin mansayi asagidaki kimidir. Tagriban 800 min il avval
Tetisin sularindan amala galmis nahang gapal su hdovzasi qurumaga
baslamis vae onun maili yumsaq gil-torpaq gatlarindan ibarat dibi kilak
va yagis axinlarinin faal tasirine maruz qalmisdir. Naticada qobular
va dayaz daralar meydana galmisdir. Ke¢mis daniz dibinin daha
mohkam baligqulagr shangdasindan ibarat sahalari kenarlari daima
oyulan algaq yaylalar saklinda gorunub saxlaniimisdir. Yamaclar boyu

asag! yuvarlanan gaya va daslar naticada

ON TUK 'IHDREN O f THF CASPIAN

The Caspian Sea, or Caspian Lake as it is also called, is
one of the world's most mysterious seas. Here, historical
mysteries are closely entwined with the secrets of nature.
With the rise and fall of water levels its shores have re-

peatedly changed shape, revealing then hiding large expanses of land
beneath the waves. In the 20th century, the prominent Soviet geolo-
gist Academician I. M. Gubkin, who devoted much time to studying the
natural conditions of the Absheron Peninsula, wrote: "The legends of
flooded towns and villages are not legends at all, they are true sto-
ries." Many scientists believe that when people first appeared in Go-
bustan, the sea was close to the rocks which served as cover for an-
cient dwellers of these places.

A significant area of Gobustan is a chaotic jumble of rocks. Geol-
ogists theorise about their origin as follows. The huge enclosed body
of water which emerged from the waters of the Tethys began to shrink
about 800,000 years ago. Its bed, gentle folds of loose loam, was sub-
jected to the influence of wind and rain. As a result, deep, broad combes
were formed. Areas of the former seabed, consisting of more durable
shell limestone are preserved in the form of low plateaus whose edges

have constantly been eroded. Boulders and

bu fantastik manzearanin yaranmasina
sabab olmusdur. Qobustamn tadqgigatgisi
ishaq Cafarzads onu "daslar danizi" ad-

landirirdi.
-
Qobustan gayalari agaclari, kollari va ot- I W
lari istiden va killekdan sala qoruyurdu. Bit-

kilarin ardinca yirtict ve otyeyan heyvan-
lar, O cumladan sonralar nasli kasilmis bir
cox ndvlar de burada siginacaq tapmislar.
Tabii ki, yaxmligda daha kicik heyvanlar -
gamiricilar, quslar va ilanlar maskunlasirdi. Blbatta, gadim ovgular bu
nahang "¢coxmanzilli ev'in butun ustinliuklarini giymatlandirirdilar.

Bu regionu tadgiq edan alimlarin ganaatina goéra insan Abseron
yarimadasinda maskunlasdigi zaman burada yiksak orta ayliq tem-
peratur va yagislar mévsumunda yagintilarin bollugu ila saciyyalanan
tropik iglim hékm sirurdi. Hamin dévrda landsaft hazirda Canubi
Amerika va Afrikada genis tamsil olunmus savannalara daha yaxin
idi. Cdllardan farqli olaraq, savannada asasan c¢oxillik danli bitkilar-
la tamsil olunmus otlarla yanasi, kollar va bazi hallarda asl mesalari
xatirladan agaclar da bitir. Sonralar yagintinin migdari artdiqca yari-

nnadada nar va pusta agachglari, ancir, digar bar veran a”*adar
dana galdi. , JMarw.iiyc=.. .vc.apu...
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stones rolling down the slopes eventual-

ly created the fantastic landscape which Go-

bustan researcher Iskhag Jafarzade de-
scribed as a "sea of stones".

Gobustan's rocks provided trees, shrubs
and grasses with excellent protection
against heat and wind. In the search for
vegetation, predators and herbivores, in-
cluding species now extinct, found shel-

-------------- ter here. There were also smaller animals
nearby: rodents, birds, snakes. Of course, ancient hunters appreciated
the benefits of this huge natural 'apartment block'.

Scientists who have studied the region believe that when man
appeared on the Absheron Peninsula there was probably a tropical
climate there, with high average temperatures and abundant pre-
cipitation in the rainy season. The landscape was close to savan-
na, which is widely present in South America and Africa these days.
In contrast to the steppes, savannas are productive not only of grass,
mostly perennial grasses, but also of shrubs and trees, which some-
times form forests. Later, as precipitation increased, pomegranate
j*nd.gist*"C”io groves, figs and other fruit-bearing trees appeared on

tfieMpemrisu”®
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Abseron yanmadasinin iglimini uzaq tarixi perspektivde nazardan
kecirarkan onun, tabii ki, Yerin iglimindan birbasa asili oldugunu va,
demali, eyni dayisikliklara maruz galdigini yadda saxlamaq lazimdir.
Bela ki, tagriban 100 min il avval baslayan, 18 min ildean sonra mak-
simuma catan va 8 min ildan sonra sona ¢atan Virm buzlagsma dovriinds
buz qurunun Gg¢dabir hissasini drtmusdir. Avropada buzlaq Britaniya
adalarinin xeyli hissasini, Almaniyanin simalini ve Polsani burimusdua.
Lakin sonradan buzlaqlarin geri ¢akilmasi ila iglim istilasdi. Bizdan 10
min il arali olan dévrds orta aylq temperatur yiuksaldi. VI minillikda
iqlim xususile shamiyyatli idi. Oaglardan ¢aylar axir, bulaqglar gaynayirdi.
E.a. llI-1l minilliklarde temperatur nnaksimum hadda catdi, daha son-
ra isa indiki normaya yaxinlasmaga basladi. Bize daha yaxin zaman-
da da iqlim dayisikliklari bas vermisdir. Bela ki, XIV-XIX asrlarda Yer
kiirasinda hdékm siran global nisbi soyuma dovri Kigik buzlag doévru
adlanir. Bu dovr son Iki min il arzinds orta ayliq temperaturlara gora
an soyuq doévr olub. Kicik buzlaq
dovriu nisbatan isti vo yumsaq
havasi, mulayim qisi va gucla
quraghqglarin olmamasi ils sa-
ciyyalanan Kklicik iglim optimu-
mundan (taqrlban X-XlIl asrlar)
sonra baslayib.

Hals ki, biz Abseronda 30-20
rnln il avval moévcud olmus iqli-
m| kifayat qadar daqlq tasvir et-
mak iqtidarinda deyilik, lakin
savanna saraiti ila analogiya
aparmagla an isti ayin tempe-
raturunun +30 daracadan artiq,
an soyuq ayin lernperalurunun
iss +18 daracadan asag! ol-
madigini texmin eds bilarik. il-
lik yagintinin rniqdari taqrlban
2000-2500 mnn. olmusdur. Re-
gion ekvatordan uzag oldugu
dgun yagtsh moévsimlar zaman
etibarile blir-birina yaxin olmus va
onlarin Umurni nnuddati 8-9 ay
taskil etmisdir. Bu cir saraitds
dirnaglilar xeyli yem alds edarak yarticilari va, albatta, ilk ovgulan

calb edirdi. Ovun natlcasi gabile Gg¢un &lim-dirim masalasi idi.
1938-ci ilde azarbaycanli alimlarin kasfi naticasinda paleontologlari
uzun rndddat narahat edan, Abseron yarimadasinin 130-70 mIn Il avval-
ki flora ve faunasi ile bagh suallara cavab tapildi. Binagadi qasabasl
yaxinhiginda neft hopmus giltorpaq gatlanndan séytdyarpag armud
agaci, ¢oxmeyvall ardic, nar, yuljun va gamisin gahqglar askar
edilmisdir. Ele oradaca pleystosen ddvrinda, yani insanin bu reglonda
maskunlasmasi arafasinda burada yasayan 41 heyvan novinun, 0 cim-
ladan, kargadan, vahsl at, gadim o6kiz, rnaral, sayqak, qgonur ayi,
magara goresani, magara siri va gepardi, oxlu kirpi, hamginin 110 név

qusun coxsayl sumuklari askar edilmisdir.

THE SHI4: =3%THE AMMAN

When examining the climate of the Absheron Peninsula from a
historical distance, we must remember that it was certainly de-
pendent on the Earth's climate and, therefore, was subject to the
same changes. Thus, during Wurm Glaciation, which began about
100.000 years ago, peaked 18,000 years and began to decline 8,000
years later, ice covered a third of the land. In Europe, ice covered
much of the British Isles, northern Germany and Poland. But then
the glaciers retreated and the climate warmed. Around 10,000 years
ago, the average annual temperature was even higher. In the 6th
millennium, the climate was especially humid, as rivers and streams
flowed down mountains. By the 3rd-2nd millennia BC, the tem-
perature reached a peak and then began to fall to current levels.
Climate change was also observed in the more recent past. For ex-
ample, the period of relative global cooling, which occurred on Earth
during the 14-19th centuries, is often described as the Small Ice Age.
It was the coolest period for annual average temperatures in the
last two millennia. The Small Ice Age was preceded by a small cli-
matic optimum (from the 10-12th centuries) - a period of relatively
warm and calm weather, mild winters and no severe droughts.

So far we have not been able to accurately describe the Absheron
climate of 30-20 thousand years ago, but by analogy with savannah
conditions it may be assumed that temperatures ranged from above
30 degrees to a minimum of 18. There was precipitation between
2.000 to 2,500 mm per year. The distance from the equator meant
that rainy seasons were close together and lasted eight to 10 months.
These conditions provided plenty of food for hoofed animals. They,
in turn, attracted predators and hunters, for whom the abundance
of wild game was a matter of survival.

Questions about the flora and fauna of the Absheron Peninsula
130-70 thousand years ago, that had long troubled palaeontologists,
were finally answered in 1938, thanks to a discovery by Azerbaijani
scientists. Remains of pear wood, juniper, pomegranate, tamarisk and
reed were extracted from layers of oil-soaked loam near the set-
tlement of Binagadi. Also discovered were the bones of 41 species
of animals from the Pleistocene epoch, i.e. before human habitation,
including the rhinoceros, wild horse, primitive ox, deer, saiga antelope,
brown bear, cave hyena, cave lion, cheetah and porcupine, as well
as the bones of 110 species of birds.

What the animal world looked like after the appearance of man
on the Absheron Peninsula can be accurately established by the pet-
roglyphs drawn on its rocks. Scientists have identified the images
of 22 species of animals, fish, reptiles and birds. These include be-
zoar goats, bulls, horses, kulans, deer, gazelles, wild boars, sheep,
tours (a kind of ox, now extinct) etc. Predators were also plentiful;
lions, leopards, tigers, cheetahs, foxes, wolves, bears, hyenas,
martens, dogs and cats. Of small animals, ancient artists depicted
only the hare, and of birds the goose and falcon or hawk. It is im-
possible to identify the snakes, but these are most likely to be vipers
and yellow-bellied whip snakes. The images of fish resemble the
sturgeon. Of course, there were many more animals and people most-
ly depicted the species that were of practical interest to them.
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Abseron qayalarini drtan petroqliflar yarimadada insan maskan
saldigdan sonra bu diyarin heyvanat aloeminin manzarasini kifayat
gadar daqiqg musayyan etmaya imkan verir. Alimlar burada heyvan-
larin, hamcginin balig, qus va sirinanlarin 22 névind miayyan et-
mislar. Onlarin arasinda bezoar kecisi, 0kuz, at, kulan, maral,
ceyran, gaban, gqoyun, dagkecisi var. Sir, bars, palang, gepard, tulku,
canavar, ayl, goresan, dale, it va pisik kimi yirticilar da coxluq tas-
kil edir. Qadim

quslardan isa 6rdak, sahin yaxud qirginin tesvirlarini gekmislar. ilan

rassamlar xirda heyvanlardan yalniz dovsanin,

tesvirlarini eynilasdirmak muumkun deyil, lakin bunlar girze ve
sarigann talxani xatirladir. Balq tasvirinda isa agbaligi tanimagq
mumkundir. Heyvanlarin sayi, subhasiz, xeyli ¢ox idi, lakin insan-
lar 6zlari tgun praktik maraq kasb edan heyvan ndvlarini tasvir et-
maya ustunlik verirdilar.

Qobustan c¢ox gdzaldir. Lakin qayalar va sahradan ibarat olan bu
sart godzallik sanki zamanin iginde donub qgalib. Bazan bu torpagin
yalniz ilk baharda canlanmasi ile bagh yanlis teassurat yaranir. Bu
zaman torpaq acimtil-girin atri blatin digar qoxulardan giclu olan
gumisid yovsan kollari ve qitb tundrasinds oldugu kimi, xirda al, goy,
ag ve sari gullarle ortulur. Qara maxmari 6zakli girmizi rangli lalalar
xUsusile godzaldir. Qobustanda onlarin saylr minlarladir. Onlar gul acdigi
zaman bu torpagin simasi dayisir, sanki tarixinin basladigi avvalki
dovrlara qayidir.

Abseron yarimadasinda va konkret olaraqg Qobustanin mahdud
arazisinda insanin fasilasiz yasadigini iddia etmak mumkiundirmu?
9n azi son 20-30 minillik d¢in xeyr. Alimlar amindir ki, insan hayati
axininm kutlasi, magami, hacmi, slrat va istigamati atraf mihitin da-
yismasi ile daima dayisikliya maruz galir. Bu yerlarin iglimi dafalar-
la dayismisdir. Xazar sulannin tasiri naticasinda sahilin sakli, flora va
faunanin tarkibi, nahayat, Abserona bitisik arazilardaki iqtisadi va siyasi
sarait dayisrnisdir. Butun bu coxsayll amillar naticasinda yari-
madadak! tasarrufat fealiyyatinde gabarma va ¢akilmalar bas vera
bilardi. Basqa sozle, Yer kiirasinin har tarafinda oldugu kimi, burada

da hayatin gedisi gah zaiflayir, gah da siratlanirdi.

ON THE SHORES OF THE CASPIAN

Gobustan is beautiful! But this beauty is rather harsh. It has been
shaped by rocks and the desert, and seems to be frozen. Sometimes
there is a false impression that this land comes to life only in ear-
ly spring. Then it is covered with bushes of silvery wormw/ood, w/hose
bitter-sweet flavour overshadows all other scents, and tiny flow-
ers - crimson, blue, white, yellow - just like the polar tundra. Pop-
pies are particularly good - red with a black velvet heart. There is
a myriad in Gobustan. When they bloom, the appearance of the land
changes beyond recognition, as if returning it to its youth, with its
story just beginning.

Is it possible to talk about a continuous human presence on the
Absheron Peninsula and specifically on the limited territory of Go-
bustan? This is unlikely to have been the case over the last 20-30
millennia. Historians are convinced that the mass, time, volume,
speed and direction of the flow of human life are changed by trans-
formations In the external environment. The climate of these places
has changed repeatedly. The influence of the Casplan's waters have
always affected the shape of Its coasts, the composition of flora and
fauna and the economic and political landscape of the territories
adjoining Absheron. These numerous factors have engendered many
ebbs and flows in the economic activity there. In other words, as
elsewhere In the world, life here has at times slowed and at oth-

ers picked up speed again.
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Umumi elmi malumatlara asasan, agilh
insan, Homo sapiens, taqriban 200 min il
avval meydana galib. Dogrudur, hazirda bazi
tadgiqatcgilar bu hadisanin xeyli avval, e.a.
500 000-ci ilde bas verdiyini go6starirlar.
Hesab olunur ki, 70 min il avval onu
neoantrop - fiziki qurulusuna g6ra muasir-
larimizdan farglenmayan "yeni insan" avaz
edib. Onun ug¢in hiandur qibbali iri beyin
kallasi, saquli alin, yaxs! inkisaf etmis ¢ana
cixmtisi ve gdzyuvasi Ustld yastiglarin olma-
masi| saciyyavi idi. ©n asasl isa ayg¢jin nitga

ve abstrakt disinma qgabiliyyatine malik idi.

According to generally accepted scieritific
data, Homo sapiens afjpearedsabout 200,000
years ago. However, some researchers
believe that this happened at a much earlier
stage in the Earth's history and refer to a
time approximately 500 millennia BC. 70,000
years ago, they were replaced by 'new men'
who, in terms of their physical appearance,
were no different from our contemporaries.
They had a large skull with a high dome, a
vertical forehead, no supraorbital torus and a
protruding chin. And most importantly, they
were able to articulate their thoughts and

think abstractly.

G(OBUSTAN
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Faktlar subut edir ki, tarixi Azarbaycan arazisi insanin erkan

maskunlasma arazilarindan biridir. Bundan alava, mitaxas-

sislarin fikrinca, Qafqaz barzexi basariyyatin ilk yasayis

maskanlarindan biri olub. Qobustandaki erkan gabirlarin
aksariyyatinin maksimum e.a. XVIII minilliya aid oldugunu nazara al-
saq, yeni ov makanlarinin axtarigsinda olan insanlarin buraya digar yer-
larden galdiklarini ehtimal etmak mumkindir. Eyni zamanda bu
maskunlasmanin kitlavi oldugunu séylemak ¢atindir. Hamin ddvrdas in-
sanlarin sayi xastaliklar, acliq va yirtici heyvanlarin hiicumlari sebabindan
olduqca az idi. Vo ¢ox giman ki, Qobustanda birinci olaraq ovgu dastalari
maskunlasmislar. Onlar burada otyeyan heyvan surulari, meyva va ye-
yila bilan bitkilar saklinda bol gida ila yanasi, yirticilardan va alverissiz
havadan siginacaq da askar etmislar.

Qobustanin maskunlasdiriimasindan 6ncaki dovr tarixda an
maragh marhalalardan biridir, ¢inki mahz bu ddévrde insan maddi
madaniyyatin formalasmasinda bdyuk naticalar alde etmisdir. Alimlar
Fransanin garbindaki Le-Mustye magarasinin adi il bu marhalani
"Mustye doévru"adlandirirlar. Artiqg insanlarin sarancaminda taqriban
100 név mamulatdan ibarat olduqca muxtalif das inventar var idi. ®mak
alatlarinin hazirlanmasinda siimiikdan da istifada edilirdi. insanin ar-
senal! burdu, kasici, arsin, bigcag, niza uclugu kimi istifade olunan mux-
talif tiyalarla zanginlasirdi. Bela silahlarla yirticilara mugavimat gdstar-
mak va iri otyeyan heyvanlari ovlamaq mimkun idi. Canub rayon-
lannda, o cumladan Qafqazda, baliq¢ilig inkisaf edirdi. Va, tabii ki, avval-
ki kimi, meyva va bitki kdklari toplanilirdi. Mustyelilar kd¢ari ovgu de-
yildi, onlar oturaq hayat surlr, magaralarda ve gayaalti siginacaglarda
maskan salirdilar. Blverissiz hava saraitinden gorunmagq Ugin talvar
budaglardan ibarat olan, heyvan darisi yaxud otla ortilmus tikililardan
istifada edirdilar. Basga s6zla, minilliklar 6nca Qobustana galan in-
sanlar ¢cox seyi bacarir, dusmanlara va yirticilara amalli-bash muigavi-
nnaf gdstarirdilar.

Boyuk ehtimal daracasi ile iddia etmak olar ki, Qobustanin ilk sakin-
larinin birliklari Ggun ana tarafden gan qohumluguna, istehsal vasitalari
Uzarinda gabile milkiyyatina, kollektiv istehsalat ve istehlaka, gabila
adatlarine va dini inanclara asaslanan icma-gabile qurulusu saciyyavi
idi. Qabilanin hayatinda aparici rolu aile ocagmin muhafizlari,
usaglarin tarbiyacilari va asas qida taedarukculari olan gadinlar oynayirdi,
cunki hamin dovrda yalniz toplama faaliyyati naticaesinda gundalik qgi-
dani alde etmak mumkin idi. Bundan alava, saglam va nasil verma
gabiliyyatine malik gadinin dinyaya gatirdiyi ¢coxlu sayda 6vlad,
gaygilarm artmasi ile yanasi, gabilanin boyilk ehtiyac duydugu yeni

isci quvvasi demak idi.

EARI.Y PEOPLE

Facts show that Azerbaijan was a site of early burnan set-
tlement. Moreover, historians believe that the Caucasian
isthmus was part of mankind's ancestral home. And since
most of the early burials in Gobustan date back only to the
18th millennium BC, it can be assumed that people came here from oth-
er places in search of new hunting grounds. The settlement, however,
is unlikely to have been massive. Human tribes were not very large in
those days, because they constantly succumbed to disease, starvation
and predatory animals. It is most probable that hunting groups were the
first to appear in Gobustan. They discovered there not only a plentiful
supply of food in the form of herds of herbivorous animals, fruit and ed-
ible plants, but also a shelter from predators and inclement weather.

The period preceding settlement of the Absheron Peninsula Is one
of the most interesting in history, because it was then that man made
tremendous progress in the creation of material culture. Scientists de-
scribe it as the Mousterian Era after the cave at Le Moustier in west France.
At this point people already had diverse stone tools, with approximately
100 types of products at their disposal. Bones were also used as tools.
People soon mastered drills, choppers, scrapers, knives and a variety
of spikes which served as spearheads. With such weapons it was pos-
sible to resist predators and prey on large herbivores. Fishing developed
in southern regions, including the Caucasus. Gathering fruits and roots
was still very popular. Mousterians were not nomadic hunters and led
sedentary lives, inhabiting caves and rock shelters. For shelter from the
elements, they used various structures with frames made of branches
and covered with animal hide or grass. In other words, the people who
came to Gobustan many years ago were proficient and were well able
to resist enemies and predators.

It is highly likely that the first settlers of Gobustan had a communai-
clan system based on maternal blood ties, tribal ownership of the means
of production, collective production and consumption, tribal customs and
religious cults. The leading roles in tribal life were played by women,
who were homemakers, child carers and the main suppliers of food, be-
cause only gathering guaranteed daily supplies of food in those days.
In addition, the large number of children a healthy and prolific woman
could bear meant not only additional responsibility, but also more des-
perately needed working hands.

The matriarchal period recorded in Gobustan rock art lasted for sev-
eral millennia. But gradually, under the influence of new remote-action
weapons such as spears, darts, harpoons and, of course, bows and ar-
rows, which helped to increase the hunted catch, as well as the ap-

pearance of activities like ranching and farming, the role of the main
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Qobustanin gayadisti rasmlarinds tasbit edilmis matriarxat dévrid bir
ne¢a minillik boyu davam etmisdir. Lakin masafedan istifada olunan ve
ovun hacmini artirmaga imkan veran yeni silah novlarinin - niza, mizraq,
harpun, yay va oxun hazirlanmasi, hamg¢inin maldarlqg va akingilik kimi
masguliyyatlarin meydana galmasi naticasinda aila basgisi vazifasi ta-
drican kisilara ke¢gmaya basladi. Onlar aksar hallarda gabilays da basciliq
edirdilar. Bununla bela, uzun muddat Qobustanin dyranilmasi ila masgul
olan aparici alim Firuza Muradova muayyan etmisdir ki, burada ox va
yay artiq yuxari paleolit ddvriinda, yani digar yerlarlo miqayisads daha
avval mdvcud olub. Burada baliqgiliq da digaryerlara nisbatan xeyli awal
meydana galib. Azarbaycanin muasir arazisinds nisbaten gqisamiddatli,
lakin hayatda bas veran dayisikliklar baximindan olduqgca ingilabi olan
mezolit dévru baslayirdi.

E.a. tagriban XII-VIII nninilliklari ahate edan mezolit dévri insan va
camiyyat tarixinda dénis marhalasi hesab olunur. Amerikali arxeoloq
Robert Breydvud bu dévrd "ilkin kultivasiya erasi” adlandirirdi. Bu
dovrda insan ov, baliggilig va toplama naticasinds gida alda etmakls yanasi,
maldarliq va akingilikla daha feal masgul olmaqgla gida istehsalina baslayir.
Mahiyyat etibarile bu, sivilizasiya quruculugunda basariyyatin galacak
inkisafini miayyan edan ingilabi addim idi. Avstraliyah tarix¢i Vir Qordon
Cayldin geyd etdiyi kimi, bu, "basar iqtisadiyyatini transformasiya edan,
insana 0z gida ehtiyatina nazarat etmak imkani veran

EARLY PEOPLE

breadwinner gradually passed to men who then often led the family
and clan. Moreover, as established by Firuza Muradova Ph.D History, a
researcher into Gobustan for many years, bows and arrows appeared
there as early as the Upper Palaeolithic age, i.e. much earlier than else-
where. Fishing also appeared there much earlier than in other regions.
The Mesolithic era was underway. It was relatively short but still quite
revolutionary on the territory of present-day Azerbaijan for the changes
it brought about.

The Mesolithic era, which lasted approximately from the 12th to the
8th millennia BC, is considered a turning point in the history of man and
society, American archaeologist Robert Braidwood describes this time
as the "era of early cultivation”, when people not only produced food
by hunting, fishing and gathering, but also by actively engaging in cat-
tle breeding and agriculture. In essence, it was a revolutionary step in
building a civilization that determined the whole future development
of mankind. It was "the first revolution which transformed human econ-
omy and gave man control over his own supply of food," wrote Australian
historian Vere Gordon Childe.

When assessing the appearance of new occupations such as animal
husbandry and agriculture, many historians underline that the do-
mestication of animals is a more advanced occupation than the do-

mestication of plants because it represents a victo-

ilk ingilab idi".

insanin yeni measguliyyatlarinin - maidarliq ve ak-
inciliyin meydana galmasini dayarlandiran aksar alimlar
bitkilarle muqayisada heyvanlarin shlilasdiriimasinin
daha yuksak sanat oidugunu vurgulayirlar, ¢inki bu,
idrak ve iradanin daha az itaatkar material Gzarinda
qalabasidir. Arnold C. Toynbi yazirdi: "Col camiyyati yal-
niz ¢obanlar va surilar demak deyil. Ev heyvanlari
arasinda elalari da var ki, onlarin funksiyalari cutdir-
naqlilarin kdégarilari gida ve geyimla tamin etmak
funksiyasindan ahamiyyatli deracads farglanir. Bu hey-
vanlar - it, dava va at kdcariya sag galmaqda kémak
edir va surilar qadar zaruridir... Burada insan 6z zakasindan bacarigla
istifada etmisdir. Qoyunun yaxud inayin insana xidnnat etmasi tg¢in on-
lari sadaca olaraq ahlilagsdirmak lazimdir, lakin bazan bunu da etmak
kifayat gadar ¢atindir, Oaha mirakkab funksiyalar yerina yetiran it, dava
ve atin ahlilasdlrilmasi ile yanasi, talimi da zaruridir. Onlari insanin
kédmakgilarina ¢evirrnak lazimdir. Bu, ala nailiyyatdir..."

Insanin gida alde etmasina va bununla da asrlar boyu basariyyatin
basi Gizarinda "Donnokl qilinci” kimi asilib galmis sag qalma problemi-
nin asasan aradan galxmasina sabab olan akingilik va maldarligin riseyrn-
larinin meydana galmasi ile artiq insan ictimai minasibatlarin inkisafi
Uc¢un vaxt va imkan gqazanmis oldu. Davranisin norma va qaydalari for-
malasir, ilk dini inanclarin ve ananalarin bir hissasina ¢evriian gadaga
va amrlar miayyan edilir. Tabu sistemi meydana galir. Eyni zamanda
dunya haqqinda biliklar toplanir, gorunur ve nasildan-nasla éturulir. Ta-
rixcilaryara va zadalarin mualicasi, hatta ilk carrahi amaliyyatlarin apanl-
mas! kimi bacariglarin bu dévrde meydana galdiyini geyd edirler.

ry of reason over less obedient material. Arnold J. Toyn-
bee wrote: "A steppe society is not just about shep-
herds and flocks. Among domestic animals, there are
those whose functions are quite different from
those of hoofed animals - to feed and clothe the no-
mads. These animals - dogs, camels, horses - help
nomads survive and are needed in no less measure
than herds... This is where people showed miracu-
lous ingenuity For sheep or cows to serve man, they
simply need to be tamed, although this is also quite
difficult sometimes. Dogs, camels and horses, whose
functions are much more complex, require not only
taming, but also teaching. It is necessary to turn them into helpers. This
is a remarkable achievement..."

Following the appearance of the rudiments of agriculture and cat-
tle breeding, occupations that guaranteed humans food and thus large-
ly eliminated the problem of survival which had hung over humani-
ty like the sword of Damocles for centuries, people finally gained the
time and facilities for the development of public relations. Norms and
rules of conduct, prohibitions and regulations were established, grad-
ually becoming part of the tradition and the first primitive religions.
A system of taboos was introduced. At the same time, there was an
accumulation of knowledge about the surrounding world which was
carefully preserved and passed on from one generation to another.
Historians believe that this is when skills such as the treatment of
wounds and injuries and even the first surgical operations appeared.
Thus, the skulls of ancients who underwent trepanation have been dis-

covered in Gobustan.
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Yuxari paleolit dévriinda incasanat meydana galir, mezolit dévriinda
isa inkisaf edir. Onun formalari muxtalif olmasa da, artig 8sasan marasim
xarakteri dasiyan musiqi va raqgslar var. Lakin qayausttu rasmlarda xi-
susile ciddi dayisikliklar misahide olunur ve Qobustan petroqliflarinin
biutun tedqgigatgilari bunu tasdiq edir. Tasvirlar goxfiqurlu sakil alir, on-
larin markazinda insanlar, hamqgabilalar dayanir. Rassamlarin diqgati grup

sahnalarinda - ov, déyusma, baliq ovu, rags-

EARLY PEOPLE

Arts appeared iin the Upper Paleolithic age and its development con-
tinued in the Mesolithic era. Its forms were not as yet diverse, but there
was already music and dancing, mostly ritual in nature. The most sig-
nificant changes can be seen in cave drawings - a fact all researchers
into the Gobustan petroglyphs agree on. Images were already multi-
figured, with fellow tribesmen at their heart. Attention was now focused
on group scenes: hunting, battles, fishing,

lorde cemlasir. Onlar artiq nainki hadisani,
hamginin hamin dévrin asas duygusunu
catdirmaga calisir: vaziyyat dayisir, insan
olan varliq, yirtici

0, artiq

artig tebiatdan asil
heyvanlarin yungul sikari deyil.
onu ahats edan dinyamn agasina ¢evrilmak
iddiasindadir.

Das dévrinuin son marhalasi neolit dovridur.
Onun Azarbaycan arazisinda baslanmasi adatan
e.a. VIl minilliys aid edllir (Qobustanda yalniz bu
tarixi dévrin basiangicini izlemak mumkundur).
Tasarrufat faaliyyatinde maldarliq va akingilik
aparici yer tutur, oturaq hayat tarzi ise asas yer
tutmaga baslayir. Zann etmak olar ki, bu
dovrda insanlar bir ne¢a minillik arzinds onlar
Gc¢ln etibarli siginacaq olmus Qobustan gayalarini
tark edarak Abseron yarimadasinin muxtalif
hissalarinds maskunlagsmaga baslayir. Yaxud da
tadgigatci Firuze Muradovanin hesab etdiyi kimi,
qisi milaylm olan Qobustan gabilanin qis
dayanacagi kimi istifade olunmaga baslayir.

Qobustan kimi erkan yasayls maskan-
larindan migrasiyanin suratlenmasinda ¢ay va
deniz navigasiyasinin inkisafi da, slibhasiz,
mihtum rol oynamisdir. Uzarina dari ¢akilmis
cubuglardan ibarat karkas saklinda olan prim-
itiv gqayiglardan insanlar agac ve Tur Heyerdal
da daxil olmaqla bazi tadqiqatcilarin ehtimal
etdiyl kimi, gamis va gatlanan gayiglann hazir-
lanmasina kegirdilor. Yukgotiirma qabiliyyati
xeyli yiksak olan bu qayiglara bir ne¢ga insan

dancing. There was already a desire to con-
vey not only an event, but also, most im-
portantly, a sense of the time: the situation
has changed, people are no longer children
of nature or easy prey to wild beasts. Peo-
ple already pretended to become masters of
the world.

The final stage of the Stone Age was the
Neolithic era, usually described as starting
in the 7th millennium BC on the territory of
Azerbaijan. Animal husbandry and farming
generally played the leading roles in eco-
nomic activity, while people mainly had fixed
habitats (only the beginning of this period
in history can be traced in Gobustan). It must
be assumed that in this period people be-
gan to leave the rocks of Gobustan, which
had served as a safe shelter for a few mil-
lennia, and to settle in different parts of the
Absheron Peninsula. Or, as Firuza Muradova
says, Gobustan with its mild winters was only
used as a winter residence.

There is no doubt that the development
of river and sea navigation was significant
in encouraging migration from dwelling
places like Gobustan. People switched from
primitive canoes, frames covered with skins,
to the construction of wooden and, accord-
ing to some researchers including Thor Hey-
erdahl, reed boats with a much higher ca-
pacity, capable of taking on some people and

yerlasirdi. Tadgiqgatgilar miayyan etmislar
ki, bazi qayiqlar oldugca bdylk élgulari ila farglanirdi. Onlann ekipaji hat-
ta qirx nafara qadar ¢ata bilardi.

Siiahlar da tdkmillasirdi. Bu, ilk névbada, iclikli silahlara - Qobustanda
bol olan bitum vasitasile agac yaxud stimik tlyaya barkidilan ¢axmaqdasi
galpalarina, yani mikrolitlara aid idi. Bels balta, nize va oxlardan isti-
fada xeyli rahat idi, Gstalik onlar daha &lduricu olurdu. Méhkamlandirilan
yay nisani daha daqig vururdu. Artiq iti ucluglu baianslasdirilmis oxlari
daha uzag masafalara atmaq mumkdin idi, lakin bu masafa ¢atin ki, 25
metrdan artiq olardL ®wallar das yaxud nize atmagla ovlanmasi mumkun
olmayan aksar heyvanlar va quslar ov obyektina ¢evrildi. Koilektiv sa-
kilda, govma dusulu ils aparilan ov tadrican fardi saciyya kasb edirdi.

cargo. Researchers have established that
some vessels reached a very respectable size, with a crew of up to 40.

Weapons were improving. This applied firstly to assembled
weapons - small pieces of flint, so-called microliths, fixed onto awood-
en or bone base with bitumen, have been found in abundance in Go-
bustan. It was much easier to use these axes, spears and arrows. They
were also far more lethal. Bows became more powerful and target-
ed. People could now shoot balanced arrows fitted with sharp tips over
longer distances, although it is unlikely that they could fly further than
25 metres. Many animals and birds that could not be approached to
within a stone's throw, were now accessible. Hunting evolved from a

collective to a more individual activity
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Hayatin xarakterina an ciddi tasirgdstaran yeniliklardan biri arzagin
saxlaniimasi gabiliyyatinin meydana galmasi oldu. Bunun ugciin ¢ala ve
ya quyular ("yalaqlar") qazilir, divarlarina gil yaxihr yaxud dasla
horulirdi. Bazan onlart anshgdasinda oyuq acmagqgla dazaldirdilar,
masalan, Qobustanda oldugu kimi. Qida ehtiyatinin olmasi sabahki giin
barada daha az narahat olmaga imkan verir, usaq élimimn azalmasina
sabab olur va, tabii ki, gabila Gzvlarinin varli va kasib, yani gicli ve zaif
toebaqgalara ayrilmasini siratlandirirdi. Bazi tarixgilarin fikrinca, mahz
bu dévrda miras va 6zal mulkiyyat kimi institutlar yayilmaga baslayir,
sinifli cemiyyata kecid Ug¢un sarait yaranir.

Yemak bisirmak, mayeni saxlamagq t¢un, hamg¢inin sifra lavazimati
kimi istifade olunan ilk saxsi mamulatlar meydana galir. Ola bilsin, Yaxin
Sargle analogiya lzra burada da toxuculugun riseymlari mévcud olub,
lakin materialin 6zinin uzunémurli ol-
mamasi sababindan bunu daqiq
miayyen etmak catindir. Yasayis evleri
tadrican daha rahat olurdu. Artig onlarin
divarlarini samanla gansdirilimis gildan
horardular. Evler avvalki kimi yalniz
dayirmi deyil, dérdbucaqli idi. Bu isa
onlann alave tikllilar hesabina
genislandiriimasina imkan verirdi. Ov
va baliq¢ilig saxlaniimagla akingilik va
maldarlia asaslanan tasarrifata rah-
barlik gabila basg¢isi yaxud raisler
tarafindan hayata kegirilirdi.

Dini tasavvurlar tarixin bu mar-
halesinda arxeoloji baximdan yaxsi
nazara carpan acdadlarin ruhuna va
mahsuldarlhiga sitayis Gzarinda qurul-
musdu. Bcdadlara sitayis asasan dafn
zinat

zamani, Oluya gqgab-qacagq,

asyalan va amak alatlari hadiyya
edilarkan tazahur edirdi. Mahsuldar-

liga sitayisin ramzlari kimi adatan li:__

EARLY PF.oPLE

Another innovation that had a major impact on life was the devel-
opment of product storage. For this, pits or wells (‘cup-shaped hollows')
were built. Their walls were coated with clay or lined with stones. Some-
times they were made inside shell-strewn ground, as is the case in Go-
bustan. The availability of stock freed people from worry about the fu-
ture, reduced child mortality and, of course, accelerated the differenti-
ation of society into the more and the less prosperous, and therefore
strong. Some historians believe that it was during this period that con-
cepts such as inheritance and private property began to emerge, paving
the way for a transition to class-based society.

The first pottery appeared here in the Neolithic age. It was used
for cooking, storing liquids and for cutlery Perhaps, analagous with
the Middle East, there were the beginnings of weaving, but it is ex-

tremely difficult to establish that re-
liably due to the fragility of the ma-
terial. Homes were becoming more
comfortable. Their walls were now
made of clay mixed with straw. They
were not only round as before, but
also rectangular, which facilitated by
extension. Management of the econ-
omy, which was based on agriculture,
livestock breeding, hunting and fish-
ing, was in the hands of the head of
the clan or its elders.

Religious beliefs at this stage of
history were based on two cults well
marked in archaeology - the cults of
ancestors and fertility Ancestor cults
were manifest mainly at funerals,
when the deceased was provided with
gifts in the form of vessels, jewellery
and tools. The symbols of a fertility
cult usually included images of

women and animals, mostly domes-
ticated and used in farming. At the

gadinlarin ve asasan ahlilasdirilimis,
tasarrifatda istifada edilan heyvanlarin tasvirlari yer alird1 Bir gcox arx-
eologlar sirf sitayis xarakterli memarligin olmamasini asas gatirarak
hamin ddvrda dinin yalniz aile saviyyssinde mdévcud oldugunu iddia
edirlar. Onun asaslari atraf muhitin va tabiat hadisalarinin gavraniima
amilinin get-geda artan ahamiyyati naticasinda formalasirdL Paralel
olaraq ilah obrazlari yaranir va ilahlar panteonu formalasirdL E.a. VI-V
minilliklarda isa kahinlar gabilanin ictimai hayatinda artiq realliga geuvrilir.
Hamin dovrda doyuscl pesasi movcud deyildi: fiziki baximdan saglam
olan har insan 6z gabilasinin midafiagisi hesab olunurdu. insan maskan-
larina nadir hallarda rast galinirdi, onlarin arasindaki masafslar adatan boyuk
olurdu, bos torpaq cox olduguna géra munagqisalar Ggln igtisadi zamin
yox idi. Bu ehtimal arxeoloji gazintilar zamani askar edilan silahin harbi
va ov siiahina bélinmasinin geyri-mirnkinidyt ils tasdiq edilir. Bu doévrin
basar tarixinda an dinc marhals oldugunu séylamak mimkindur.

same time, as many archaeologists observe, judging by the lack of spe-
cific religious architecture, religion existed only at family level then.
Its foundations were based on the growing importance of environmental
and natural phenomena. In parallel, divine images and pantheons of
deities were created. By the 6-5th millennia BC, a priesthood was al-
ready a part of tribal social life.

At that time, there was no such profession as warrior - every phys-
ically healthy man was a defender of his tribe. Human settlements
were few and far between. There were large expanses of free land
between them, so there was little economic potential for conflict.
This is confirmed by the fact that the weapons discovered during ar-
chaeological excavations can't be classified into military and hunt-
ing purposes. We can say that it was the most peaceful period in hu-

man history
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Qobustana bas ¢akan har kasi dustunduran sual onun ilk sakin-
larinin - protoazarbaycanhlarin xarici gérinisinin neca olmasidir. Sis-
temli arxeoloji gqazintilar baslamadan 6nca xeyli sayda farziyya irali
surilirdd. Hazirda arxeologlarin tapintilari ve antropologlarin tatdigat-
lari naticasinda miayyan olunmusdur ki, onlarin arasinda ham braxit-
sefallara, yani kalle simuklari dayirmi olanlara, ham da dolixotsefal-
lara, yani kalle simiklari uzunsovolan insanlara rast galinirdi. Dolixot-
sefallar butin irglarde ve xalglarda mdvcuddur, bazilarinda nadir hal-
larda rast galinsa da, bazilerinde, aksina, ustinluk taskil edarak, bitin
irg grupunu saciyyalandirir. Avropada dolixotsefallara artiq das dévrinda
rast galindiyi giman edilir. Gérinir, hamin ddvrds onlar Ustinlik tagk-
il edirdi. Homginin gadim ellinlar, gadim almanlar va gadim slavyanlar
arasinda da dolixotsefallar ¢coxluq taskil edirdi. ©®n qadim gabirlarde askar
edilan skeletlar, onlarin boyunun 150 sm-dan artig olmadigini ehtimal
etmaya imkan versa do, daha hundir insanlarin olmasi da mumkuandar.

Hamin dovrda zahiri gérintsinin bu cur oldugu giman edilan in-
san haqqinda Blez Paskal demisdir: "insan sadaca olaraq bir gargi, tabiat-
daki an zaif varhqdir, lakin o, distinan gargidir. Onu mahv etmak lcln
butin Kainata ehtiyac yoxdur: bunun tg¢in kilayin asmasi, bir damci su
kifayatdir. Lakin onu Kainat mahv etsa da, insan har halda ondan ustindur,
¢unki hayatla vidalasdigini ve Kainatdan zaif oldugunu dark edir. Kainat

isa he¢ nayi dark etmir".

x*

EARLY PEOPLE

The question everyone who has visited Gobustan asks concerns
what its first inhabitants, proto-Azerbaijanis, looked like. Before sys-
tematic archaeological excavation, there were a number of theo-
ries. Today, discoveries by archaeologists and anthropologists
have revealed that some were brachycephalic, or people with round
skulls, while others were dolichocephalic, i.e. people with elongated
skulls. Dolichocephalics are present in all races and nations, rare in
some, but dominant in, giving character to the entire racial group.
In Europe, dolichocephalics were already present in the Stone Age,
when they were apparently predominant. Dolichocephalics were a
majority among ancient Greeks and Germans, as well as ancient
Slavs. The people whose remains have been found in the oldest
tombs were no taller than 150 cm, but it is quite possible that there
were taller individuals.

This was what the man of the time was like, a product and re-
sult of all previous eras. Here is what Blaise Pascal said about him;
"Man is only a reed, the weakest in nature, but he is a thinking reed.
There is no need for the whole universe to take up arms to crush
him: a vapour, a drop of water is enough to kill him. But even if the
universe were to crush him, man would still be nobler than his slay-
er, because he knows that he is dying and the advantage the uni-

verse has over him. The universe knows none of this."
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THE WORLD OF THE ANCIENTS

Qobustanin qayadistli rasmlari, siibhasiz,
unikaldir, lakin onlar, minilliklar 6nce for-
malasmaga baslamis nshang madaniyyat
tobagasinin sadace olaraq bir hissasidir.
1760-120 min il avvals aid edilan erkan
paleolitin Asel madaniyyati onlarin an gadi-
mi hesab olunur. Bu, Afrikanin hidudlarin-
dan kanara ¢ixmis ilk basar madaniyyati idi.
Alimlar onun tamsilgilarinin ibtidai icma
qurulusunun erkan marhalasinda
yasadiglarini, toplama va ovla masgul
olduglarini, gaxmaq dasmdan hazirlanmis
primitiv alatlardan istifada etdiklarini iddia
edirlor. Onlar alovu qoruyub saxlamagi
bacarsalar da, onu neca alda etmayi hala

bilmirdilar.

Gobustan rock art is clearly unique, but it is
only part of a vast reservoir of culture whose
development began many thousands of
years ago. One of the oldest examples is the
Lower Palaeolithic Acheulian culture, which
dates back to a period 1,760-120 thousand
years ago. It was the first human culture to
extend beyond Africa. Scientists believe that
its creators wereJn the early stages of primi-
tive society, engjged in gathering and hunt-
ing, and using primitive flint tools. They
could keep a fire going, but did not know
how to start one.
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Asel madaniyyatina aid an maraqli tapintilar-700 min il
avvai yandinlan tongallann izlari, heyvan stimiklari, das
amak alatlarl (balta, arsin, al capacagi, das galpalar) - Umu-
milikda iki mindan artiq predmet Azix magarasinda askar
edilib. 1968-ci ilde Azix magarasinda 350-400 min il awal yasamis gadim
gadinin alt gana simdiyunin fragmenti tapiimisdir. Bu, dinyada an gadim
tapintilardan biri, yasina gora isa dérdincidir. Antropologlar bu gadim
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insana azixantrop, yani Azix adami adini vermislar.

Arxeoloji abidalarin zanginliyina géra Azarbaycan arazisinda Kir-Araz
madaniyyati eyni daeracada aydm va hartarafli tamsil olunub. Alimlar
onu e.a. IV minilliyin ortalarina - lll minilliyin son ribtna aid edirlar. 1940-
cl ilde Kirla Araz caylar arasindaki arazida askar olunmus bu madaniyyat
az qala butin Canubi Qafqazi, Simal-Sarqi Qafgazi, Sargi Anadolunu va
Simal-Qarbi Irani ahata edirdi. Onun ayri-ayri elementlari Suriya,
Falastin va Aralig danizi regionunun sarg bdlgalarinda askar edilmisdir.
Bu madaniyyat u¢ln oturaq maskanlar, keramika, silah, bazak asyalari
va tuncdan hazirianmis tasarrifat mamulatiari saciyyavidir. Bazi
mitaxassisiar bu dévrin daha maraqgh olmasi ganaatindadir, ¢linki on-
larin fikrinca, mahz bu zaman protoetnik birliklarin, Qafgqaz antropolo-
ji tiplari va dil qruplarinin formalasmasi bas vermisdir.

XX asrin ortalarindan baglayaraq Azarbaycan arxeoloqlari tarafin-
dan e.a. VI-V minilliklara aid olan onlarla abida askarlanib. Onlarin arasin-
da Boylkdas dagindaki Anazaga magarasini, Qazax rayonunda yerlasan
va gadim insanlara aid maisat asyalarinin tapildigi Babadarvis ve Agsai
magaralanni, gil tabutlarda usaq casadlarinin askaredildiyi Leylatapa,
Plovdag, Boyuk yariq ve Kegi zirvasi abidalarini, Qafgazda erkan akingilik
madanlyyatinin eneoiit dovrina aid edilan unikal Goytapa abidasini (Tovuz
rayonu); boyanmis gil gab-qacagin, tunc bilarziklarin, tUzuk, sirga va
muncuglarin askar edildiyi Culfa va Naxg¢ivan nekropollarini; alimlarin
qizil, gimis va tunc zinat asyalan askar etdiklari Yedditapa va Xagbu-
lag kurganlanni; Kiitepa, Samuitapa, Sortapa, Mingagevir, Karki,
Saritapa, Uzuntepa qadim yasayis mantaqgalarini; Susa yaxinhgindaki
dayanacagi; vaxtila insaniarin yasadigl Das Salahli, Damcili magaralarini;
Torpagqala galasini va Orangala saharinin xarabaliglanni géstarmak olar.
Vo aksar alimlarin hesab etdiyi kimi, bunlar Azarbaycanin dag va
coliarinda gizli galmis abidaiarin yalniz cuzi hissasidir. Tasadufi deyil ki,
arxeoloq va dilsiinas, akademik i.i Messaninov Azarbaycani "yeralti muzey"
adiandirmisdir.

Azarbaycanin arxeoloji abidslari arasinda Abseronun meqalitik tiki-
lilari xGsusi yer tutur. Nahang daslardan va das bloklarindan insa edilmis
bu tikililare bltin dinyada rast galinir. Misal kimi Avropada Stounhenci,

Misirda Krit-Miken madaniyyatina aid tikililari, Canubi Amerikada

THE WORLD OF THE ANCIENTS

Interesting items related to the Acheulian culture were
discovered in Gazakh District of Azerbaijan. But the most in-
teresting finds were made in the Azykh Cave. Traces of bon-
fires made 700,000 years ago, animal bones and stone tools
including axes, scrapers, chisels, flakes etc. - a total of more than 2,000
items. A lower jaw fragment of a primitive woman who lived 350-
400 thousand years ago was discovered in the Azykh Cave in 1968. It was
one of the most ancient finds - the fourth oldest in the world. Anthro-
pologists named this primitive human Azykhantrop, i.e. Azykh man.
The Kura-Araz culture is present on the territory of Azerbaijan, with
awealth of archaeological sites. Scientists date it to the middle of the
4th and the last quarter of the 3rd millennia BC. Identified at the Kura-
Araz watershed in 1940, it covered almost all of Transcaucasia, north-
eastern Caucasus, eastern Anatolia and north-western Iran. Some ev-
idence has been found in Syria, Palestine and the eastern Mediter-
ranean. This culture was characterized by permanent settlements, pot-
tery, weapons, jewellery and household items made of bronze. Some
researchers believe that this period is of particular interest because this
iswhen the initial formation of proto-communities, and the Caucasian
language

anthropological types and

groups occurred.

Since the middle of the 20th centu-
ry, Azerbaijani archaeologists have dis-
covered dozens of sites from the 6-
5th millennia BC. These include the
Anazaga Cave on Mount Boyukdash,
Babadervish in Gazakh District and
Agsal, where everyday objects of an-
cient people were found; the Leylate-
pe and Plovdag sites, the Large Section
and the Goat Top with graves contain-
ing children's clay coffins; a unique
Chalcolithic site of an early farming cul-
ture in the Caucasus Geoy-Tepe in Tovuz
District; thejulfa and Nakhchivan ceme-
teries where painted pottery, bronze
bracelets, rings, earrings and necklaces were found; the Yeddite-
pe and Hashbulag burial mounds where scientists found ornaments
of gold, silver and bronze; ancient settlements at Kultepe, Sha-
multepe, Shortepe, Mingachevir, Kerki, Saritepe and Uzuntepe; a
dwelling site near the city of Shusha; the once inhabited caves of

Dash Salahli and Jamjali; the earthen fortress of Torpaggala and
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Macu-Pik¢gu, Puma Punku, Olyantaytembo, Pisak, Saksayuaman,
Tiuanako abidaslarini, Polineziyada Tonga Qapilarini géstarmak olar. Taassuf
ki, bu abidalarin tayinati va onlarin tikintisi zamani tatbig edilan
texnologiyalar barade he¢ ne malum deyil. Arxeologlar bels bir ehtimal
irali sarar ki, bu tikililar yasayis u¢in deyil, dini magsadlar tg¢lin nazarda
tutulmusdu. Lakin bu tikililarin mansayi barada daqiq malumatin ol-
mamasi va onlarin zaman kegdikca xeyli tenazzila ugramasi tadqgiqat
isini olduqca catinlasdirarak bir-biri ile ziddiyyat taskil edan ¢oxlu say-
da farziyyalarin yaranmasina sabab olur.

Abseron yarimadasinda meqalitlar Mardekanda (e.a. IIHI minilliklar),
Zirada (e.a. lll-Il minilliklar), Turkanda (e.s. lll minilliyin sonu), Suvalanda
(e.a. I minilllk) ve Qobustanda (e.a. Il minillik) askar olunub. Bu tikililarin
aksariyyatinin forma baximindan foerglanmasl digqgati calb edir. Bela ki,
Mardakandaki meqalit demak olar ki, dairavi tikilldir, ona bitisik olan daha
blr nega dayirmi tikili moévcuddur. Bu tikililardaki daslarin aksariyyatinda
maral, kegi va digar heyvanlarin tasvirlari var, Qobustan arazisindaki
meqalitik abidalari isa alimlar "dolmen" ndvina aid edirlar. Bu tikililar
yasti plita ile ortulmis boéyuk das qutu saklindadir. Eyni zamanda Qo-
bustan dolmenlarinin icari tarafinda da qayaustu rasmlara rast galinir.

Mahz Qobustanda musiqi alatlarinin "acdad"lari agkar olunub, Bun-

lar guicli zarbanin tasiri ila maxtalif

tonalligi olan sasiar c¢ixaran iri
yasti daslar, faktlki olaraq gaval-
daslar Idi. Bahqgqulag:i sahang-
dasindan olan plite formal qaval-
dasinin icinda boslug oldugu tgtin
sas xirda das zarbasinin yerindan
aslli olaraq dayisirdl. Bu sas kifayat
gadar uca idi va hatta iki-U¢ kilo-
metrllk masafadan esidilirdi. Ola
bilsin, gadim qobustanlilarin"yal-
" raqsl ve digar janliklari gaval-
dasin ahangli ritmlari lle musayi-
at edilirdi. Oas calgi alatlarindan
basga Olkalarda da istifada olun-
masi faktlan malumdur.
Qayalstu rasmlarin sayma
(6 mindan artiq), tasvirlarin
movzusu ve texnikanin mixtallf-
llyine g6ra Qobustan boyuk rasm
galereyas! ile miuiqgayise oluna
biler. Buradaki rasmlarin aksariyyati murakkab sijel va informasiyanin -
asatir, marasim va ayinin naqli sakllds oturilmasl ila farglanir. Bir ¢ox
tarixgilarin, O cimladen Qobustam tadgiq edan ishaq Cafarzads,
Cafarqulu Ristamov, Firuzea Muradovanin qeyd etdlyi kimi, bela bir ma-
terial nainki Abseronda, butdviukds Qafgazda gadim zamanlarda
maskunlasmis gabilalarin manavi madaniyyati va dinlarinin dyraniimasi
baximindan ahamiyyatlidir. Eyni zamanda Qobustan gayaustl rasmlarinin
movzu va sljet muxtalifliyi, stjetlarin xronoloji tebagalasmasi insanin

burada uzun middat yasamasindan xabar verir.
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the ruins of the city of Orengala. According to many scientists, this
is only a small part of what still remains hidden in the mountains
and steppes of Azerbaijan. It is no coincidence that archaeologist
and linguist. Academician lvan Meshchaninov, has described Azer-
baijan as an "underground museum".

The megalithic structures of Absheron occupy a special place among
Azerbaijan's archaeological monuments. Megaliths are huge structures
made of stone and stone blocks and are found throughout the world,
for example, Stonehenge in England and structures from the Mycenaean
culture in Egypt; Machu Picchu, Puma Punku, Ollantaytambo, Pisac, Sac-
sayhuaman and Tiwanaku in South America; and Tonga Gate in Poly-
nesia. Unfortunately, almost nothing is known about the technologies
used in their construction, or their purpose. Archaeologists suggest that
they were not used as homes, but rather served as places of worship.
However, the lack of reliable information about their origin and the fact
that all of these structures have changed considerably over time make
the task of studying them extremely difficult, which inevitably gives
rise to many contradictory theories.

Megaliths have been found on the Absheron Peninsula in Mardakan
(3rd-2nd millennia BC), Zira (3rd-2nd millennia BC), Turkan (late 3rd mil-
lennium BC), Shuvaian (2nd millennium BC) and Gobustan (3rd mil-
lennium BC). It is notable that many of these structures vary in shape.
For example, the megalith in Mardakan is almost circular In structure
adjoining several round extensions. Most of the stones are covered with
images of deer, goats and other animals. The megalithic monuments
on the territory of Gobustan are of the dolmen type. These are struc-
tures in the form of a large stone box covered with a flat plate. In fact,
the interior walls of Gobustan dolmens also have rock drawings.

It is in Gobustan that prototypical musical instruments have been
found. Those are large, flat stones which produced sounds of different
pitch. In essence, they are tambourine stones. Since 'gavaldash’ as they
are known in Azerbaijan, consist of a slab of shell limestone, with many
hollows, the sound varied depending on the point of impact with a small-
er stone. It was at the same time quite loud and could be heard over
distances of two to three kilometres. Possibly, the "yalli" dance performed
by ancient dwellers of Gobustan, as well as other ritual ceremonies,
were accompanied by the rhythmic sounds of "gavaldash”. There are
known facts of musical instruments made of stone being used in oth-
er countries as well.

For the number of rock drawings, more than 6,000, and the diver-
sify of themes and techniques in the drawings, Gobustan may easily
be compared with a large art gallery. Most of the images have a so-
phisticated graphic plot and a narrative, communicating myths, ritu-
als and ceremonies. According to many historians, including Gobustan
researchers Iskhag Jafarzade, Jafargulu Rustamov and Firuza Murado-
va, this material is important for studies of the spiritual culture and re-
ligion of the tribes that inhabited not only ancient Absheron, but the
whole Caucasus. At the same time, the variety of themes and narra-
tives and the chronological strata of Gobustan rock scenes are evidence

of a long human presence in this area.
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Qobustan petroqliflarinin kasfi ile bagh bir ne¢a versiya irali surdlir.
Onlardan birina gora bu gayaistu rasmlar barada ilk malumatlar XIX asra
aiddir. Bu faktin dogrulugu gabul edilsa bels, tapintiya he¢ kim diggat
yetirmayib. Lakin 6tan asrin 30-cu illarinde das karxanasinda is zamani
gaya Uzarinda geyri-adi tasvirlar askar olunduqda alimlari darhal
davat etdilar. Axtarislarin dairasi genislandikca daha ¢ox tasvir agkar edilir-
di. 1939-cu ilde taninmis Azarbaycan arxeoloqu ishaq Caferzads Qobustan
petroqliflarinin ilk arxeoloji arasdirmalanna basladi. Bir ne¢a alimlar nas-
linin saylari naticasinda bir ne¢a rnln gayalsti resm, gadim yasayis
maskanlari - 20-den cox magara va gayaaltl sijinacag, taqriban 40 kurgan,
100 rnindan artig maddi madaniyyat nimunasi askar edildi.

Abseron yarimadasinda baslanilan sistemli tadgiqatlar naticasinda
Qobustanla yanasi digar yerlarde da qayausti tasvirlar askar edildi. Petro-
qliflear Mardakan, Sivalan, Zira, Suraxani, Ramana, Qala, Turkan
gasabalari, materik sahilini Pir-Allahi adasi ile birlasdiran torpaq ban-
dinin bundvrasi yaxinhginda tapiimisdir. Dubandi tapasinin sarg yamacinda
sahil zolagindan 150-200 metr aralida yerlasan magarada askarlanmis
gadim rasmlar xtsusi maraq dogurur. Onlar tasvir etmis azarbaycanh
arxeoioqglar Qardasxan Aslanovva idris 8liyev insan va 6kiz fiqurlarinin
béylik maharatla tasvir olundugunu geyd etmislar.

Qobustanin gayausti rasmiari m uxtalif dévrlare aiddir va yuxari pa-
leolitdan orta asrlaradak davam edan uzun tarixi dovru ahata edir. Takca

bu xlisusiyyatine géra Qobustamn das kitabi

dinyada mdvcud olan digar gayalsti rasm
kolleksiyalari ila mugayisada unikal hesab
olunur. Onlarin geyri-adi muxtalifliyini, Us-
lublann, kompozislya va texnikanin ardicil
suratda dayismasini de xisusiia qeyd etmak
lazimdir.

Masalan, zaman kecdikca siluetli tasvir-
lor konturiu tasvirlarie avez edildi. Tunc
dévriinds tasvirlarin hacmi kigilmaya baslayir.
Mdévzulara galdikda isa, onlarin aksariyyati
insanlarin va heyvanlarin hayat ila bagh idi.

Arxeoloqglar tarafindan suvari va piyada ov
sahnalarinin tasvirlari, doyus va kollektiv amak sahnalari askar edilib.
Hamcinin takbasina va qrup saklinda ifa edilen marasim raqgslarinin tasvir-
larina rast galinir.

Qadim rassamlar daha ¢ox kisilari - silahh va silahsiz, ovgu, baliqgi
va danizgilari tasvir edirdilar. Daha sonraki qayausti rasmlarda doyusci
va athlara da rast galmak mumkundir. Bazan xirdaliglara xUsusi
diggat yetirilirdi: geyim va bazak elementlari, silah ve alatlar nazara
carpdiriimagla tasvirda ovgu yaxud doylscularin aks olundugu vurgu-
lanirdi. Eyni zarnanda bazi tadqigatcilar Qobustan tasvirlarinin Sarqi Afrika-
da askar olunmus petrogliflara banzadiyini qeyd edirlar. Qadinlari nadir
hallarda tasvir edir, he¢ da zait olmayan bu cinsin yerina yetirdiyi vazi-
falarin sayinin xeyli ¢ox olmasina baxmayaraq, onlari amak prosesinda
gdstarmays cahd etmirdilar. Rassamin asas digqgati qadinlann naslin
davarngilan olmasina ydnalmisdi, ona go6ra da onlarin sinalarini
hipertrofik sakilda bdyuk, bud va baldirlarini iri tasvir edirdilar.

THK W-:UlI) i)F THK ANCIKN ir

There are several theories about when the Gobustan petroglyphs
were discovered. One suggests that early reports of these drawings
emerged In the 19th century. But even if this was the case, no heed
was paid at the time. However, when extraordinary images were dis-
covered on a rock during stone quarry work in the 1930s, scientists were
immediately invited in. The broader the range of the search became,
the more drawings were detected. In 1939, well-known Azerbaijani ar-
chaeologist Iskhag Jafarzade began the first archaeological survey of
the Gobustan petroglyphs. The surveys have continued to this day Sev-
eral generations of scholars have discovered a few thousand drawings
on the rocks. Scientists have also detected a number of ancient dwellings,
20 caves and dwelling sites, about 40 mounds and more than
100,000 items of material culture.

Consistent investigations launched subsequently on the Absheron
Peninsula have revealed rock drawings not only in Gobustan, but in oth-
er places, too. Petroglyphs have been found near the settlements of
Mardakan, Shuvaian, Zira, Surakhani, Ramana, Gala and Turkan, and at
the base of a dam linking the mainland with Pir-Allahi Island. Of par-
ticular interest areancient drawings discovered in a cave on the east-
ern slope ofDubandi Hill, 150-200 metres from the coast. Azerbaijani
archaeologists Gardashkhan Aslanov and Idris Aliyev have pointed to
the high art and vitality of the figures of people and bulls depicted.
Gobustan rock drawings belong to differ-

ent epochs and cover a very long period from
the Upper Palaeolithic to the Middle Ages. For
this feature alone the stone book of Gobus-
tan is considered unique among the world's
collection of rock drawings. It is also worth
pointing to their extraordinary diversity, a suc-
cession of styles, designs and techniques. For
example, silhouettes were replaced by con-
toured images over time. In the Bronze Age,
the size of the images began to reduce. As
far as the themes are concerned, most are as-
sociated with people's lives and animals. Ar-

chaeologists have identified images of hunting on both horseback and
foot, battle scenes and scenes of collective labour Also preserved are
drawings of single and group rituals and ceremonial dances.

The ancient artists most often portrayed men: hunters, fishermen
and oarsmen. Horsemen can be seen in later rock carvings. Sometimes,
particular attention was paid to detail. The drawers liked to highlight
items of clothing and jewellery, tools and weapons, as if stressing that
the people being portrayed were hunters or warriors. At the same time,
some researchers have noted the similarity between Gobustan's im-
ages and petroglyphs found in East Africa. Women were painted much
less frequently. They are not portrayed in work processes even
though the fair sex had numerous responsibilities. For the artists,
women's responsibility for continuing the family line was far more im-
portant, which is why they were depicted with exaggeratedly large

breasts and strong thighs and calves.
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Boyikdas gayalarinda askar edilmis sakkiz silahli gqadin tasviri Qo-
bustan Gc¢un gatiyyan saciyyavi deyil. Bu tasvir indiyadak xeyli mibahisa
va farziyyalara sabab olur. Siraya dizilmis bes yaragh gadinin tasviri
gadim dag kegisinin siluetini ortir. Cox giman ki, dag kegisi xeyli avval
tasvir olunub. Qadinlar nadansa arxadan gdéstarilib, fiqurlarin konturlari
kobud sakilda verilib, ayaq pancalari va allar yoxdur. Lakin bunun muqa-
bilinde keamarlarin qursandigi inca bellar, enli ¢iyinlar va sarigh om-
balar nazara carpdirihb. Lakin miuhim olan bu deyil. Har gadinin
¢iyninden mirakkab (kompozit) yay asilib. Mitexassislar bels yayin
yalniz skiflarin zamaninda, yani e.a. V-1V asrlarde meydana galdiyina
amindirlar.

Qadim rassamlar 6z gabilalarinin hayati ile yanasi atrat mihita da
béyik digqgat yetirirdilar. ishaq Cafarzadanin tasvir etdiyi qayasti rosm-
larin demak olar ki, yarisinda Abseronun heyvanat alami aks olunub. Qo-
bustanin gadim sakinlarinin asas gqida manbayi olan otyeyan heyvan-
larin - bezoar kecisi, 6kuz, qadim dag kecisi, at, qulan, nahang ma-

ral, ceyran, uzunqulaq, qaban va

THE WORLD OF THE ANCIENTS

Quite atypical for Gobustan is the image of eight armed w”*omen found
on the rocks of Boyukdash. This Is still a subject of controversy and spec-
ulation. Five of the female warriors stand in a row, shielding the silhouette
of a primitive tour. Apparently, the tour was drawn much earlier. For some
reason, the women are shown from behind and the contours of their
figures are not distinct, while feet and hands are missing. Instead, the
artist emphasised their narrow, belted waists, broad shoulders and thighs
on which there is something like a loincloth. However, this is not the
main point. Each of the women has a so-called composite bow slung
over her shoulder. According to experts, these bows appeared in the days
of the Scythians, i.e. not before the 5-4th centuries BC.

The primitive artists focused not only on the life of their tribe and
family, but also, to a large extent, on the surrounding world. Almost
half of the petroglyphs described by Iskhag jafarzade portray the fau-
na of Absheron. Most of all there are images of herbivores, which were
the basic source of food for the ancient inhabitants of Gobustan: be-

zoar goats, bulls and primitive

goyun tasvirlarina daha ¢ox rast
galinir. Rassamlarin yirticilar
movzusuna miracit etmasi da
tabii idi: onlar, xisusan da magara
va Asiya siri, palang, bars, gepard
va zolaqli goresan insanlar Gcln
daha tahlikali idi. Lakin bazi
mutaxassislaer bela tasvirlarin o
gadar da ¢ox olmadigini vurgu-
layirlar.

Okuzlarin oldugca dagiq tasvir-
lari insani heyran edir. ©n gadim
tasvirlar 1:2 ve 1:3 nisbatinds ye-

tours, horses, kulans, giant deer,
gazelles, donkeys, boars and
sheep. It was natural for artists
to address the theme of preda-
tors. They posed the biggest
threat to people, especially
beasts like cave and Asian lions,
tigers, leopards, cheetahs and
striped hyenas, although many
researchers stress that there are
not so many such images.
Quite striking are the very
accurate depictions of bulls.
Moreover, the oldest of these im-

rina yetirilib. Paleontologlarin
fikrinca, bunlar Binagadi dag kecisindan téramisler. Boyikdas gayalarinda
iki ovgunun u¢ 6kizu ovlamasi sahnasinin tasvir edildiyi bitév bir tablo
indiyadak mévcuddur. Heyvanlardan biri saciyyavi hadalayici pozada tasvir
olunub: o hiicuma hazirlasir. Okiizlerin daha sonra ¢akilmis tasvirlari da
movcuddur. Maraqhdir ki, onlarin boyunlarinda ip var. Gérunur, bunlar artiq
ahlilasdirilmis heyvanlardir.

Qobustanin das galereyasinda alti olduqca realistik baliq tasviri mévcud-
dur. Onlarin dl¢isu 1 metra yaxindir. Rassam saciyyavi detallari ela daqiq
vermisdir ki, qarsimizda 1:2 yaxud 1:4 formatinda Xazar agbaliginin
kigildiimis tasvirinin oldugunu asanligla anlamaq miamkdndar. Surinan-
larin ise baxti daha az gatirib. Bu yerlarda kifayat gadar genis yayilimis
ilanlar, o cimladan giirze kimi son daraca tehliikali canlilar sonraki ras-
samiar naslinda oldugu kimi, Qobustan ustalarinda xisusi maraq ya-
xud gorxu dogurmurdu. Onlari az va sxematik sakilda tasvir edirdilar.
Yeri galmiskan, quslar da nadir hallarda tasvir edirdilar. Cami bir bela
tasvir tapilib. Ehtimal etmak olar ki, kifayat qadar effektiv yay meydana
galmazdan 6nca Abseronun ganadh sakinlari insaniar tcin praktik
ahamiyyat dasimirdil. Lakin gazintilar zamani askarlanmis qus simuk-

larl onlarin da ov obyekti oldugunu subut edir.

ages were made in 1to 2 and 1to 3 formats. As palaeontologists be-
lieve, it is likely that these are the predecessors of the Binagadi tours.
The Boyukdash rocks have preserved a whole picture of a hunting scene
of two archers and three bulls. One of the animals is shown in typi-
cal threatening posture, preparing to attack. There are also more re-
cent drawings of bulls. It is notable that there are ropes tied around
their necks. Apparently, these are already domesticated animals.
The Gobustan rock gallery contains six very realistic drawings of fish.
They are almost one metre in size. The artist conveyed specific details
so accurately that it is not difficult to understand that before us is a
smaller image of a Caspiansturgeon inalto 2 oreven 1to 4 format.
Reptiles have been lessfortunate. The snakes, which were quite nu-
merous in this locality, including deadly vipers, did not arouse particular
interest or reverent awe in the artists of Gobustan, as they have done
in subsequent generations of artists. They were drawn rarely and in
sketchy manner. Birds were also portrayed quite rarely. Only one draw-
ing has been found. It may be assumed that before the appearance
of effective bows, birds did not have practical significance for the in-

habitants of Absheron.
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Qobustanda arxeoloji tedgigatlarin asasini goymus ishaq Cafarzade
hesab edirdi ki, buradaki resmlarin aksariyyati neolit dévriina, daha az
hissasi mezolit, tunc va sonraki ddvrlara aiddir. Bununla da bels geyd
etmak lazimdir ki, yeni ddévrda, VIl asrdan baslayaraq Qobustanin
gayalstu rasmlari daha sxematik xarakter almaga baslayir. Artiq insan
va heyvan rasmlari haqiqi dlcilarda deyil, diiz xatlarle tasvir olunur va
aksar hallarda handasi fiqurlari xatirladir. Rasmlarin aksariyyati son
daraca primitivdir. ©ksar hallarda onlarda suvari atli va ev heyvanlari
tasvir edilir. Onlarasasan taqlldi xarakter dasiyir. Rasmlar arasinda arab
harflari ile hakk olunnnus bir nega yazi var. Tarixgilar onlari XII-XIV as-
rlara aid edirlar.

Abseron yarimadasinda askar edilmis resmlar arasinda kosmo-
gonik mdévzuda olanlar da var. Bela ki, Bilgah va Nardaran gasabalarl
arasinda yerlasan Umid Qaya adli yerdaki gayanin zlrvasinda biirc tasvir-
lari askar edilib. Yaxinligda isa astronomik cadval hekk olunub.
Tadgiqatgilar hesab edirlar ki, bu gadim rasadxana ¢ox guman ki, tunc
dovrine aiddir.

Uzun lllar Abseronu tadgiq edan idris 8liyev yarirnadada askar olu-
nan gayadsti rasmlari tahlil etdikdan sonra bela bir naticaya galrnisdir
ki, onlarin hannismi eyni rassamliq tslubu birlasdlrir. Bundan slava, ali-
min fikrinca, gadim insanlarin dini baxiglar ile digte olunrnasi ehtimal
edilan muayyan rassamlig ganununa uygun olaraq insan, heyvan, sa-
man ve miuxtalif ilah obrazlari lasvir edilirdi. Eyni zamanda Firuze Mu-
radovanin da geyd etdiyi kimi, atraf muhitin ve hayatin rasrnlarda daqiq-
likla aks olunmasi heyranlq dogurur. Qobustanin remzlari oldugca konkret-
dir va E Muradovanin fikrinca, asanligla oxunur, ¢tnki bu gin da Azar-
baycan xalqinin adat va ananalarinda davam etdirllir.

Bizlar, yani indiki nasillar G¢in Qobustan petrogliflari gadim rassamlarin
daxlli alemini dark etmak imkanidir. Qayadisti rasmlarin na olmasi va
tayinati ile bagl c¢oxlu sayda versiya va izahat var. Onlar dini yaxud
marasim xarakteri dasiya, insanin aldan gedan anini tasbit etmak ya-
xud kainata munasibatini ifade etmak cahdi ola bilardi. Lakin bir magann
subha dogurmur; bu, hayatin va insanin deyismasina amak alatlari gadar

vacib sabab olan incasanatin baslangici idi.

THE WORLD OF THE ANCIENTS

Iskhag Jafarzade, who laid the foundations of Gobustan archaeology,
believed that most of the Gobustan drawings belong to the Neolithic pe-
riod, fewer to the Mesolithic, Bronze Age and subsequent periods. It should
be noted that in the new era, starting from the 8th century, the rock carv-
ings of Gobustan become more schematic in nature. Images of people
and animals are no longer portrayed life size, they have straight lines
and often resemble geometric shapes. Most of the images are extremely
primitive. Horsemen and domesticated animals are quite often depict-
ed. The images are mainly replicatory. Some of the drawings have in-
scriptions carved on them in Arabic script. Historians date these to the
12-14th centuries.

The images found on the Absheron Peninsula also contain themes of
cosmogony. Forexample, images of constellations have been discovered
on a mountain top in Umid Gaya, between the settlements of Bilgah and
Nardaran. Carved right next to it is an astronomical table. Researchers
believe that this ancient observatory belongs to the early Bronze Age.

Idris Aliyev, who has dedicated many years to the study of Absheron,
has analyzed the rock drawings found in the peninsula and conclud-
ed that they have a common artistic style. Moreover, according to this
researcher, there was a certain artistic canon which was probably ne-
cessitated by the religious beliefs of the ancient inhabitants, within which
images of people, animals, gods and shamans were created. Accord-
ing to Firuza Muradova, the accuracy with which the surrounding world
and life are described is quite amazing. The symbolism at Gobustan is
very specific and, according to Muradova, decipherable as it continues
in the customs and traditions of the Azerbaijani people.

For us, the descendants, the petroglyphs of Gobustan represent an
opportunity to penetrate and understand the inner world of the artists.
There are many theories and explanations of the nature and purpose
of cave drawings. They could be of cult or ritualistic nature; they could
also be man's first attempts to capture the fleeing moment, or even
to express an attitude towards the surrounding universe. One thing is
beyond doubt: it was the beginning of art, which changed the life of
man in no less away than did the instruments of labour.
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Basariyyat das dovriindan mis ddvriina, daha
sonra isa tunc dévriine gadam qoyaraq
inkisaf etmisdir. Alimlarin aksariyyati metal
dévrinin e.a. IV minilliyin avvalinda bas-
landigini ehtimal etsa da, ayri-ayri arazilarde
bu marhala xeyli sonra baslamisdir. Lakin
harada bas vermasindan asili olmayaraq,
istanilan halda metal amak alatlarinin mey-
dana galmasi Qobustanda oldugu kimi, hayat
tarzinin ciddi suratde dayismasina sabab

v v olurdu. insanlar artiq darisgallasmis besiya

SP | raS sigmayan korpa kimi, minilliklar boyu
sigindiglari gayalari daha feal suratda tark
etmaya baslayirdi.

From the Stone to the Copper and then to
the Bronze Age - this is the road humanity
covered in its development. Most researchers
place the era of metal in the early 4th mil-
lennium BC, although in some territories it
emerged later. But wherever it occurred, the
e appearance of metal tools and weapons had
a major impact on life; Gobustan was no
exception. People began to move away in
droves from the rocks that had served them .
for thousands of years, just as a child leaves
the cradle that it has outgrown.
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Arxeologlarin fikrinca, insanin misla ilk tanisiligi kulgalar
vasitasile bas verib. Onlarin emall prosesinda insanlar zar-
ba naticasinda parcalanmayan kiilgalarin deformasiyaya
ugramasina diqgat yetirmislar. Yani miayyan bacariq
oldugda onlara zaruri sakil vermanin mumkdinliyd, eyni zamanda ma-
terialin mohkamliyinin artdig1 dark edildi. Faktiki olaraq bu, soyuq déyma
idi. Mis kifayat gadar yumsaq material olsa da, ondan hazirlanan ma-
mulatlar asanhqgla tamir edilir ve onlarin istifade miaddati xeyli uzanirdi.
Ustalik misdan diizaldilan silah ve amak alatlari daha kaskln ve, demali,
is prosesinda rahat, ovda va diusmanla carpismada daha oldirici idi.

Artig e.a. IV minilliyin ortalarinda insanlar tuncu alde etmayi
oyrandllar. Tunc mis filizlarinin bazi ndvlarinin tarkibinda olan galayla
rni3ln qatisigindan ibarat idi. Xalis misle migayisada daha bark, kifayat
gadar mdhkam olan tunc daha asan aridilirdi. Ehtimal etmak olar ki, onu
dunyanin bir ne¢a regionunda eyni vaxtda alde etmaya baslamislar. Tune
aletlar asan ve yaxs! itilenirdi. Neticada insan faaliyyatinin butin
sahalarinda amayin mahsuldarligi bir neca dafa artmis oldu. Alatlarin
istehsali da asanlasdi: hazir formalari aridilmis metalla dolduran insanlar
hazir t6kma mamulat alde edarak ona asanliqla sakil verirdilar.

Azarbaycan arazisinda tunc dovrunin baslangici adatan e.a. V
minilliyin sonlarina aid edilir. Bu, Xazardanizinin sahillarinda, Qafgazin
dagatayi va dagliq arazilarinda, hamginin On Asiya yaylalarinin sarq
hissasinda yasayan gabilalarin iqtisadi, ictimai, madani, daha sonra isa
siyasi hayatinda olduqca ciddi dayisikliklar dovru idi. Va bu dayisiklik-
lari tarixi arasdirmanin butin aspektlari baximindan dayarlandirmak,
Azarbaycan sakinlarinin, siibhasiz, daimi va intensiv alagalare malik
oldugu On Asiya va Mesopotamiya arasizinds mévcud olmus imperiya
ve dovlatlari bu tedqgiqata daxil etmak shamiyyatlidir. Onlarin arasin-
da e.a. Ill minillikda yaranmis Sumer va Akkad ¢arhgl 6z ahamiyyatina
gora birinci yerdadir. Sumerlar mixi yazim kasf etmis, takar va
yandiriimis karpic texnologiyasini manimsamis, mahir irriqatorlar va ce-
sur danizgilar olmuslar. Sumerlari avaz edan hett qabilalari e.a. Il minil-
liyin avvalinda 6z cariiglarini elan etmislar. Alimlar daha u¢ carhgi - Ba-
bil, Assuriya va Elam carliglanni da sumerlarin varislari hesab edirlar. Har-
bi cahatdan qudratli, iqgtisadi baximdan inkisaf etmis bu dévlatlere.a.
IV asradak Araliq danizinin sarq hissasinda, On va Orta Asiyada,
Mesopotamiyada s6z sahibi olmuslar.

Bazi tarixgilar hesab edir ki, artiq e.a. IV-Ill minilliklarda lullubi va kuti
gabilalarinin ittifaglarindan meydana galen dovlatlar Azarbaycan
arazisinda maskunlasmis gabilalarla Mesopotamiya sivilizasiyalari
arasinda kifayat qadar déyuskan vasitaci kimi ¢ixis edirdilar. Lullubilar
Zaqros daglannda Mesopotamiyadan sarqda yasayirdilar. Onlar Akkad

THE COPPER AND BRONZE AGES

Archaeologists believe that man's first encounter with cop-

per was in nuggets. While working on them, people no-

ticed that they did not crack but changed shape on impact.

Then, if certain skills were applied, they could be formed
into a useful shape, and the hardness of the material could be increased.
In essence, this was cold forging. Although copper was a fairly soft ma-
terial, articles made from it were easily repairable, hence their life was
considerably longer. Further, tools and weapons made of copper were
much sharper, therefore, easier to use and more effective in hunting
and in battles with the enemy

As early as in the mid 4th millennium BC people managed to pro-
duce bronze, an alloy of copper and tin contained in some copper ores.
Bronze was harder, stronger and easier to fuse than pure copper. It
may be assumed that it was produced in several parts of the world.
Bronze tools were easy to sharpen well. They contributed towards a
very significant increase in human productivity. The production process
for metal articles was also simplified: moulds were filled with liquid
metal to produce cast items, which could themselves be worked on
fairly easily.

The start of the Brozne Age on the territory of Azerbaijan dates
back to the late 5th millennium BC. This was an era of great changes
in the economic, social, cultural and political life of the tribes living
along the shores of the Caspian Sea, among the foothills and moun-
tains of the Caucasus and on the Iranian Plateau. And it is important
to consider these changes within a broad context of historical research
which includes the states and empires of Asia Minor and Mesopotamia
with which the inhabitants of the lands of Azerbaijan had constant
and extensive connections. The most important of them was the king-
dom of Sumer and Akkad established in the 3rd millennium BC. The
Sumerians invented cuneiform writing and understood the technol-
ogy of the wheel and fired brick; they were also skilled irrigators and
courageous explorers. The Sumerians were replaced by Hittite
tribes, who proclaimed their kingdom in the early 2nd millennium BC.
Historians believe that three other kingdoms were descendants of the
Sumerians: those of Babylon, Assyria and Elam - militarily powerful
and economically developed countries which determined the fate of
the eastern Mediterranean, Near East, Asia Minor and Mesopotamia
until almost the 4th century BC.

Some historians believe that the mediators between the belliger-
ent tribes that inhabited the territory of Azerbaijan and the civilizations
of Mesopotamia were states established by an alliance of Lullubi
and Gutian tribes in the 4th-3rd millennia BC. The Lullubi lived in

87



88

MIS V& TUNC DOVRU

imperiyasinin torpaglarina dafalarla ugurlu yurtuslar etmislar. Assur car-
larinin e.a. IX asra aid yazilarinda lullubilarin sahar-ddvlatlari barada
malumat verilir. Kutilar tarixi sehnays daha avval, e.a. XXIIl asrin son-
larinda ¢ixmislar. Onlar miaslr iranin canub-garb hissasinds maskun-
lasmisdilar. E.a. taqriban 2200-ci ilda kutilarin ali rahbari Enridavazir akkad
carlt Naram-Sinin gosunlarini darmadagin edarak Nlppur saharini ais kegir-
mls va 6zin{ ¢ar elan etmisdir. Qazandigi galabalarin saraflna onun amri
ile hakk olunan ve ddévrimuizadak galib ¢atan kitabads Enridavazir
"diinyamn dérd tarafinin cari"adlanir. Hamginin Elam car Kutik-insusi-
nakla miharibs aparan kutilar naticada Avan suialasinin hakimiyyatda
oldugu Elam carhgmi darmadagin edirlar. E.a. XXIl asrda onlar
Mesopotamiyanin xeyli hissasina nazarat edirdilar.

Zaqros daglarinin sarq ataklarinde ve Qarbi Urmiya vilayatlarinda
maskunlasmis nnihim etnik elementlardan biri da hurrilar idi. Onlar gadim
On Asiya tarixinda ¢ox boyiik rol oynamislar. Sumerlar, akkadlilar va elam-
llarla yanasi, hurrilar gadim On Asiyanin dérdiincii boyiik madani xalqi
olmusdur. Hala e.a. lll minilliyin sonunda onlarda yazi mévcud idi.

Tarixgilarin fikrinca, hurrilarin vatani

THt COPPER AND BRONZE AGES

the Zagros Mountains to the east of Mesopotamia. They carried out nu-
merous successful raids on the lands of the Akkadian empire. Lullubi
city-states are mentioned in inscriptions by Assyrian kings in the 9th
century BC. The Gutians had appeared on the historical scene even ear-
lier - at the end of the 23rd century BC. They lived in lands which are
now in south-west Iran. In around 2200 BC, Enridavazir, supreme leader
of the Gutians, defeated the troops of the Akkadian king Naram-Sin,
captured the city of Nippur and took on the royal title. He ordered an
inscription to honour his victory, in which he is described as the "king
of the four corners of the world". The Gutians also waged wars with In-
shushinak, king of Elam, and eventually defeated the Elamite kingdom
of the Avan dynasty In the 22nd century BC they controlled much of
Mesopotamia.

The Hurrians were one of the important ethnic groups among the
tribes living in the western foothills of the Zagros and western Urmia.
Their role in the history of ancient Asia Minor was extremely signifi-
cant. Along with the Sumerians, Akkadians and Elamites, they were

the fourth greatest cultural nation of

Canubi Qafgazdir. E.a. Il minilliyin ikinci
yarisinda hurriiar Simaii Mesopotamiya-
da On Asiyanin an iri dévlatlarindan blri
olan Mitanni-Hanigalbat dévlatinin
asasini qoymuslar.

Basariyyatin sanki yuxudan ayildigi,
asasan ingilabi olan mis va tunc
dovrunda dayisikiiklarin ritmi har yeni
asrda sdratlanirdi. Azarbaycan
arazisinda ahalinin sayi birden-blra art-
maga baslayir, mivafiq olaraq yasayis
maskanlarinin sayi ¢oxalirdi. ®n yaxsi
torpaglar ugrunda silahli togqusmalar baslandigindan hamin nnaskan-
iar bazan méhkam mudafie divarlari ila ehata olunurdu. Mahsuldar tor-
paq artiq nainkl gida, hamcinin zanginlik manbayina ¢evrilirdi. 8kingi-
lik, bagciliq, maldarhq inkisaf edir, mixtalif sanat névlari meydana gallr-

di. Camiyyatde amak bolgusi bas verirdi. Patriarxal miinasibatlar birdafa-
lik bargarar olunurdu. Var-dévlat baximindan tabaqgalesma suratlanir-
di. E.a. Ill minillikda gabilalara va gabiia ittifaglarina an varh ailalarin
nimayandalari bascilig etmaya baslayirdi. Torpaq, akin sahalari, man-
ba ve madaniarin onlara rnansub olmasi yeni erkan sinifli camiyyatin
yaranmasli kimi dayarlandirila bilar.

Mis filizlari ile zangin olan Azarbaycan tunc dovriinda metallurgiya
va metal emalinin markazina gevriiir. Arxeoloji gazintilar zamani mis ariden
kuralarin galiglari, tokma formalari, istehsal alatlari va tullantilari askar
edilmijdir. Tapintilarin sayl burada metallurgiya prosesinin yaxsi taskil
olundugunu va genisnniqyash xarakter dasidigini gostarir. Mis hasil edilir,
mis-arsenli tunc aridilir, ham isti, ham da soyuq déymadan istifade edan
coxsayll emalatxanalarda isa tunc baltalar, bicaglar, ox ucluglari, gadin
va kisi bazak asyalari hazirlanirdi. Azarbaycan tarixgilari arasinda bela
bir fikir mévcuddur ki, e.a. lll minilliyin sonu - Il minilliyin avvallarinda

bu mamulatlar hatta Sarqi Avropaya ixrac edilirdi.

ancient Asia Minor. They had writing
as early as in the last third of the 3rd
millennium BC. Historians place their
origins in the Caucasus. As the second
third of the 2nd millennium BC began,
the Hurrians created one of the
world's major powers in Northern
Mesopotamia - Mitanni-Hanigalbat.

During this quite revolutionary era
of copper and bronze, when humani-
ty awakened somewhat from hiber-
nation, the rhythm of change increased

with every century. The population on the territory of Azerbaijan increased
dramatically, as did the number of settlements. Sometimes the latter were
surrounded by thick defensive walls, following clashes over land. Fertile
land was not only a source of food, but also wealth. Agriculture, horti-
culture, animal husbandry and crafts started to develop. A social division
of labour appeared. Patriarchal relations were finally established. There
was a growing stratification of society on the basis of ownership. In the
3rd millennium BC, tribes and tribal alliances were headed by members
of the wealthiest families who owned the land, pastures, springs, mines
etc., this indicates the emergence of an early class-based society

In the Bronze Age, thanks to the presence of copper ore, Azer-
baijan became a centre of metallurgy and metalwork. The remains
of smelting furnaces, moulds, tools and production waste have been
discovered in archaeological excavations. The huge number of finds
points to a high level of metallurgical processing. Ore was mined,
copper-arsenic bronze smelted and numerous workshops using both
hot and cold forging produced bronze axes, knives, arrowheads, and
jewellery for men and women. Azerbaijani historians believe that
these products even reached Eastern Europe at the turn of the 3rd-

2nd millennia BC.
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Dulusgulug sanati bu dévrda genis yayilir. Oogrudur, duluscu
kirasindan halslik nadir hallerda istifade olunurdu. Mamulatlar asasan
el ile hazirlansa da, onlarin c¢esidi daima artirdi. Artiq tasarriufatda for-
ma va olgllarina gora rnixtalif olan gablar, sehang, piyals va digar asyalar
islanirdi. Ustalar hazirladiglari mamulatlarin funksionalligi ils yanasi, on-
lann xarici goéruntstna da fikir verirdi. Olrrnlrl gara va boz rangli, o ctim-
ladan cilalanrrug relyefli spiral-konsentrik ve kasma handasi ornamentli
keramika meydana galirdi. Daha sonraki dévrda, akademik Vali ®liyevin
muayyan etdiyi kimi, naxish keramikanin tGzarinda insan, heyvan, qus
va mifik varliglar tasvir olunmaga baslayir. Toxuculuq, das, simiuk, agac
email kimi sanatlar meydana galarak mahiyyat etibarile erkan sahar
markazlari rolunu oynayan bodyuk kandlarde cemlenirdi. Bir tarafden mal-
darlarla akingilar, digar tarafdan ise sanatkarlar arasinda intensiv sa-
kilde amtas mubadilasi aparilirdi. Nainki gabilalar daxilinda, hamcinin
gabilalar arasinda amtaa dovriyyasi genislanirdi.

Kand tasarrufati tekmillasirdi. Metal amak alatlarinin meydana galmasi
naticasinda istifada edilan torpagdin sahasi genislanir, becarilmanin key-
fiyyati yluksalirdi. Hamginin kand tasarrifati bitkilarinin sayi artirdi, Bug-
da, arpa, dar akilir, hatta faydali, lakin oldugca"siltaq", asash qullug ve

agronomiya sahasinda biliklar talab

edan katanin becariimasina cahd
edilirdi. Bazi yerlarda yeni alat olan
xisdan istifada edilmaya baslayirdi.
Das icliyi olan oraglar tunc alatlar-
la avazlanirdi. iri buynuzlu mal-
gara gosqu quvvasi kimi istifada
olunmaga baslayirdi. Stini suvarma
tatbiq edilirdi. Mahsulun saxlaniima
saraiti yaxsilasirdi. Bigilan taxil bdyik
kuplara doldurulur yaxud xususi
anbarlarda saxlanilirdi. Un alds
etmak Ucun das taxil surtkaci va
havangdastadan istifada olunurdu.
Corak bisirmak ug¢un xususi sobalar
kasf edilirdi.
Ohlilasdirilmis heyvan surularinin
say! artirdil. Insanlar yag va digar sud
mahsullanni alda etmayi dyranir,
inak, qoyun, kegi, donuz baslayirdi.
Eyni zamanda tarixgilarin geyd etdiyi
kimi, xirda buynuzlu mal-garanin drnumi ¢akisi tadrican artirdi. Naticada
yeni va genis otlaglar taleb edan kécurma maldarlig meydana galirdi.
Ona gora da dagatayi va dag rayonlari da daxil olmagqgla yeni arazilar
manimsanilirdi. Maldarlig daha mahsuldar sahaya ¢evrilirdi. Tasarrifatda
at ve uzunqulagdan daha genis istifada edilirdi. Arxeoloji gazintilar za-
mani askar olunmus tapintilar insanin takarin is prinsipi ile tanis oldugunu
gostarir.
Maldarligin meydana galmasi naticasinda Qobustan movsimi
rnaskunlagsma makanina cevrilir ve bu arazi orta asrlarin sonunadak qis

otlag! kimi istifada olunurdu.
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Pottery was spreading very quickly However, the potter's wheel was
still not used very extensively; products were mainly handmade. Nonethe-
less, their range expanded constantly. Many households had vessels,
dishes, pitchers and bowls of various shapes and sizes. The craftsmen
were not simply concerned with functionality, the appearance of their
products was also important. Pottery appeared in red, black and grey
colours, and some were embellished with textured spiral and carved geo-
metric designs. According to Academician Vali Aliyev, later, painted ce-
ramics bore images of people, animals, birds and mythical creatures.
Crafts like weaving and the processing of stone, bone and wood appeared
mainly in larger villages, which were in essence the earliest urban cen-
tres. Livestock breeders and farmers on the one hand and artisans on
the other, established networks for the broad exchange of goods, not
only within, but also between, the tribes.

Agriculture was improving. The introduction of metal tools led to an
expansion of developed land. The quality of farming improved as well,
resulting in more crops. People seeded wheat, barley and millet, and
even tried to grow flax - a useful but very capricious plant requiring
care and agronomic knowledge. A new tool, the plough, appeared here

and there. Sickles with stone'blades'were replaced by bronze ones.
Cattle were used as draft animals. Artificial irrigation was introduced,
improving crop growth. The harvested grain was poured into large clay
pitchers or special storage facilities. Stone grinders and mortars were
used to produce flour. Special ovens were invented for baking bread.

The herds of domesticated animals were growing. People learned
how to produce butter and other dairy products. They raised cows, sheep,
goats and pigs. According to historians, the proportion of sheep and goats
was increasing. As a consequence, cattle rearing and pasturing started
to develop, requiring extensive lands. Thus, new territories were
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Yasayls maskanlari tadrican bdylyirdi. Onlaravvallar oldugu kimi,
yuksak yerlarda, su manbalarinin yaxinhginda tikilirdi. Lakin artiq
bazilarinin sahasi 10 hektara ¢atirdi. Bazan onlar hatta istehkamlari xatir-
ladirdi. Yasayis mantaqgasini ahate edan divarlarin galinligi 3 metre catirdi.
Evlar six, bir-birinin yaninda tikilirdi. Oairavi ve duzbucaq formali evler,
eiaco da ikimartabaii olanlar ¢iy karpicdan tikilirdi. Onlarin yaninda tasar-
rifat tikililari de mévcud idi. Désamalar gilden va bazan rangli olurdu.
Onlari hasirle ortirdilar. Evlerda otagin markazinda yaxud divarin yanin-
da stasionar sobalar qurulurdu, lakin dasina bilan ocaglar da istifada edilir-
di. Orta tunc dévriinda evlar artiqg 2-4 otaqli idi, kui¢caler dasla ddsanir,
onlarin eni isa 6 metra catirdi.

Artiq e.a. lll minillikda erkan sahar markazlarinda gabils zadagan-
iarinin yasadigi icqalalar meydana galirdi. Strateji caehatdan aharniyyafli
ndqtalerda tikilan galalar gonsularin, xisusan da Mesopotarniya

dovlatlarinin harbi dastalarinin hiicumlarindan mudafis va ¢akindlrma
vasitasi kimi ¢ixis edirdi. Ciy karpic, gil va daslardan hérilen divarlar htindir
das dérdbucaqglh qillalarle méhkamlandirilirdi. Bir gayda olaraq, mudafia
tikililarini gqayaligda ucaltmagla dag relyefinin Gsttnliklarindan maksimal
daracada faydalanmaga calisirdilar. Faktiki olaraq bu ddvrda artiq erkan
sohar-ddvlatlar meydana cixir.

Arxeologlar bu dévrda acdadlarin ruhuna sitayisle birbasa bagli olan
dafn marasifninda dayisikliklarin bas verdiyini geyd edirlar. Artig élulari
maskanin arazisinds yaxud avvallar oldugu kimi, bilavasite komalar-
da deyil, yasayis maskanindan kanarda gabiristanliglarda dafn edirdilar.
Bazan amak alatlari, zinat asyalari, silah, qab-qacaq, qurban gatiriloan
heyvan va qullarin yerlasdirildiyi debdabali mazarin tGzarinda kurgan
dizaldirdilar. Mil diiziinds askar edilmis Uctapa bascisinin kurgani kimi
(e.a. Il minilliyin ikinci yarisi). Qadim tunc dévrinda o6lularin yandiril-
masi ananasi meydana galir. Bazi yasayls maskanlarinda, masalan,
Sarkartapada, hatta dini tikililarin qaliqlari askar olunmusdur. Burada
divarin yanindaki sacdagah dovrimuzadak galib c¢atmisdir. Buna
banzar tikililar Babadarvis yasayis maskaninda aparilan gazintilar za-

mani da askar olunub.

THf - o ri’KRAND BRONZE AGES

controlled, including those in foothill and mountain areas. Cattle-breed-
ing was becoming more productive, as horses and donkeys were in-
creasingly in use. Judging by the finds in archaeological excavations, peo-
ple were already familiar with the principle of the wheel.

The emergence of animal husbandry turned Gobustan into a place
of seasonal settlement. Its territory was used as winter pasture until
the late Middle Ages. Settlements also increased in size. As before,
they were built on high ground and near water. Some of them extended
for up to 10 hectares. Sometimes they even became a kind of forti-
fication. The walls surrounding settlements could be 3 metres thick.
Houses were built closely adjacent to each other. They were both cir-
cular and rectangular in shape, constructed from mud bricks and some
even had two storeys. Support structures were built at about the same
time. The floors were clay and sometimes painted. They were covered

with mats. There were stationary

stoves in these homes, in the mid-
dle of a room or against a wall, but
portable stoves were still in use. In
the Middle Bronze Age, dwellings
had two to four rooms, streets were
paved with stone and were up to
6 metres wide.
Citadels had appeared in early ur-
ban centres by the 3rd millennium
BC. They were occupied by the trib-
al aristocracy. Fortresses were erect-
ed at strategic locations as a means
of deterrence and defence against at-
tack by neighbouring detachments,
especially from Mesopotamian
states. The walls, built of mud bricks.
clay and stone blocks, were reinforced by high rectangular stone tow -
ers. Defensive facilities were typically placed on a rock foundation, to
maximize the benefits of the mountain terrain. Essentially, we are dis-
cussing the early city-states in this period.

Archaeologists have observed changes in funeral ceremonies
around this time. Directly linked to the cult of the ancestors, the dead
were no longer buried within the settlement or huts, but taken outside
the living area to cemeteries. Sometimes mounds were built over rich-
ly finished graves filled with tools, jewellery, weapons, utensils, sacri-
ficed animals and slaves, as on the Mil steppe where the Uchtepe mound
was found (second half of the 3rd millennium BC). The ritual of burn-
ing the dead appeared in the early Bronze Age. In settlements such as
Serkertepe, for example, even the remnants of places of worship have
been discovered. There is a preserved altar in a building wall here. Sim-
ilar structures were found during excavations of Babadervish settlement.

The economic recovery that took place across almost the entire
territory of Azerbaijan enabled local tribes to have a serious cultur-
al influence on neighbouring peoples. The Kura-Araz culture, for ex-
ample, was widespread in Asia Minor. Sites in Gobustan and Absheron
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Azarbaycanin demak olar ki, btlin arazisini shats edan igtisadi dirgalis
burada yasayan gabilalarin gonsu xalglara an ciddi madani tasir gostar-
masi ile naticalandi. Bele ki, Kir-Araz madaniyyati On Asiyada genis
yayildi. Qobustan ve Abseron abidalarinin materiallarma asaslanaraq
Azarbaycanla Simali Qafgaz ve Canubi Rusiya ¢dllarinda yasayan ga-
bilaler arasinda yaxin iqtisadi ve madani aiagalarin olmasi miayyan
edilmisdir. Elam, Suriya, Falastin, Hett déviati ile daimi ticarat aiagalari
movcud idi. Naxgivan tranzit ticaratin markazlarindan biri kimi ¢ixis et-
maya baslayir. Azarbaycan arxeoloqu Ideal Narimanov yazirdi ki, bu pro-
sesda koglirma maldarligla masgul olan mutasakkil gabilalar xtsusi rol
oynayirdi. Onlann hayat tarzi texnika ve madaniyyat sahasinda yeni
nailiyyatlarin yayicilarina ¢cevrilmalarina sabab olurdu.

Akademik Vali dliyev hesab edir ki, bu dévrda Azarbaycan tarixinda
patriarxal quldarliq institutu meydana galir. ®vvalca basqin va ga-
bilalararasi miharibaiar naticasinda asir goturilan insanlar qul edilir-
di. Lakin sonradan daha zangin gonsudan iqtisadi asilihga disanlari da
bu aqgibat go6zlayirdi. Irrigasiya kanallarinin ¢akilmasi, torpagin
becarilmasi, gala divarlarinin tikintisi, madanlarda is zamani qullarm
amayindan faal suratds istifada olunurdu. Quldarhq cirkin hadisa olsa
da, siibhasiz, kitlavi istehsalin meydana galmasina takan verirdi. Kand
tosarrufatinda qul amayina asaslanan latifundiyalar sistemi torpagin mah-
suldarligini artirir, milkadarlan torpaq sahalarini genislandirmaya
tasviq edir, naticada mahsulun hacminin artmasina sabab olurdu.

Azarbaycanda yasayan qabilalarin dini goéruglari formaiagsmaqda
davam edirdi. Burada ham oxsar, ham da farqli cahatlar nazara carpir.
Insanlar oda, glinasa, aya, ulduzlara, totemlara, eyni zamanda mah-
suldarhq ilahasins da sitayis edirdi. Arxeoloji tedgiqatlar naticasinda
onun heykalcikiari askar olunmusdur. Camiyyatin inkisafi ilk yazi
isaralarinin - alinnlar tarafindan Qobustan, Gamiqaya, Kiltepa Il ve Kal-
bacarda askar olunmus piktoqrafik matnlarin meydana galmasi ila
naticalenlr. Bu, Azarbaycan tarlxinds ¢ox mihim hadisa idi; insan 6z
fikrini sasla deyil, zaman ve makan daxilinda saxlanila bilan ramz ya-
xud isare vasitasiia ¢catdirma udsulunu kasf etmisdir.

Mahz tunc dévriinds insan atraf mihiti deyisdirmaya baslayir. 0, hals
aga olmasa da, "6gey 6vlad" da deyil. Nehang saharlor, méhtasam saray-
lar, alinmaz galalarla bagli ideyalar yaranir. Yollar salinir, ilk irrigasiya sis-
temlari tikilir, yeni torpaqlar manimsanilirdi. Azarbaycan tarixinin bu
dovrind Henri Tomas Boklun sozlari ila xarakterize etmak mumkundur:
"Keg¢mlsda tabiati daha zangin olan dlkalar zangin hesab edilirdi; indi
isa insanlann daha faal oldugu 6lkalar zangin hesab edilir".

THE COPPER AND BRONZE AGES

have revealed close economic and cultural relations between Azer-
baijan and the tribes that inhabited the steppes of Northern Cauca-
sus and Southern Russia. Permanent trading contacts were maintained
with Elam, Syria, Palestine and the Hittite state. Nakhchivan became
one a centre of transit trade. "A particularly important role in this
process was played by nomadic tribes which were engaged in cat-
tle rearing and pasturing. Their way of life meant that they became
distributors of new advances in technology and culture," said Azer-
baijani archaeologist Ideal Narimanov.

According to Professor Vali Aliyev, it was during this period in the
history of the Azerbaijani lands that patriarchal slavery appeared. Ini-
tially, slaves were captured during raids and tribal wars. But subse-
quently, this fate awaited those who fell into economic dependence
on a richer neighbour. Slaves were used extensively in the installa-
tion of irrigation canals, land cultivation, the construction of fortifications,
mining work etc. Slavery was a repugnant phenomenon, but it cer-
tainly contributed to the emergence of mass production. The system
of large agricultural estates based on slave labour increased land pro-
ductivity, encouraged landowners to expand their possessions and even-
tually led to an increase in production volumes.

The religious beliefs of the tribes inhabiting Azerbaijan contin-
ued to evolve. Naturally, there were similarities and differences. Peo-
ple worshipped fire, the sun, the moon, stars and totems, but at the
same time there was a goddess of fertility, whose figurines have
been unearthed during archaeological excavations. The development
of society led to the first written symbols - viz. pictographic texts
discovered by scientists in Gobustan, Gamigaya, Kultepe Il and Kalba-
jar. This was the most important event in the history of Azerbaijan:
people invented a means of communicating their thoughts not
through sound, but through symbols or characters that could be saved
in time and space.

It was during the Bronze Age that man began to transform the
surrounding world. He was not yet its master, but no longer was he
its stepchild. The concept of large cities, magnificent palaces and im-
pregnable fortresses began to emerge. Roads and irrigation systems
were built and new lands explored. This period in the history of Azer-
baijan can be described in the words of Henry Thomas Buckle, "In
olden times, the countries with the most abundant nature were the
richest, but now the richest countries are those with the most en-

ergetic people.”
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AGGRESSION AND RESPONSE

E.a. Il minilliyin sonu damir dévrinin
baslangici oldu. Bu dovrda hayatl asan-
lasdiran deamir alatlarle yanasi, 6lduricu
damir silah da meydana galdi. Damir dévru
antik mualliflar tarafindan basariyyatin «qizil
dovri» adlandirilan marhalani avaz etdi.

ilk sivilizasiyalarin quruldugu, nehang
madaniyyatlarin yarandigi, ilk taleyukla
kasflarin edildiyi dévr Araliq danizi regionu
vea On Asiyada dagidict miharibalar, sahar-
larin talan edilmasi, dévlatlarin dagilmasi,
xalglarin koégurilmasi vae ananalarin itirilmasi

ile sona catirdi.

The late 2nd millennium BC was marked by
the onset of the Iron Age - marked by the
appearance not only of iron tools that made
life easier, but also of deadly iron weapons.

It replaced a period ancient authors described
as the "golden age" of mankind. The era

of early civilizations, powerful cultures, crucial
discoveries and inventions came to an end

in the Mediterranean and Near East with
devastating wars, the destruction of towns,
disappearance of states, migrations of peoples

and the loss of traditions.
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Alimlar demir alatlarin meydana galmasini "tunc dévrinin

falakati" adlandirmislar. Fransiz tarix¢isi Fernan Brodelin

fikrinca, Sargi Aralig danizi regionundaki madaniyyatler

demak olar ki, avvala - basladiglari yera qayitdilar. Taraqqi
bir neca asrlik dayandi. Lakin bu, haryerds bels olmadi. Mahz basarOyku-
menasinin kanarinda, o cumladan Azarbaycanda, sivilizasiya proseslari
nainki langidi, aksina, daha da suratlandi.

E.s. Il minllliyin sonu - 1minilliyin avvalinda bas veran asas hadisa-
lar Azarbaycanin canubu ve simalinda carayan edirdi. Qeyd etmak
lazimdir ki, batiin bunlar ari tayfaiarinm (bazi tadqiqatgilar onlari gadim
turk tayfalari hesab edir) Azarbaycanda faal suratde yayllmasindan va
burada etnik-madani, igtlsadi ve siyasi baximdan Ustun olan yerll et-
noslarla qaynayib-qarismasindan sonra bas vermisdir. Tadrican tasar-
rifat hayatinda, harb sanatinda, sosial strukturlarda va, tabii ki, fars
dilinin tasiri altinda dayisan danisiq dilinda yeni galanlarin izi hiss olu-
nurdu. Mahz garsiligh tasirin daha giclu oldugu sarhadyani regionlar-
da camiyyatin taskilinin yeni siyasi formalari, o cimladan ¢oxsayll pro-
tocarliglaryaranirdi.

E.a. | minililyin avvalinde Urmiya go6lu yaxinhginda, Kurd daglarin-
dan sarqda yerlasan arazide yasayan gabilalar siyasl ittifaglar qurmagda,
onlarin basgcilari iss 6zlarini ¢ar adlandirmaga basladiiar. Onlarin asas vazi-
fosi Assuriya ordusu hicumlarinin daf edilmasi idi. E.a. IX asrda oniar
birlesarak Manna ddévlatinin asasini qoydular. Névbati yuzillikds bu dovlat
0 gadar guclandi ki, 6z sarhadlarini genislandirs bildi. Muayyan dovr-
larde hatta gadim Naxgivan torpaqglari (Naxgivan saharinin temalinin e.s.
XVI asrda qoyuldugu ehtimal edilir) da Mannanin tarkibina daxil olmusdur.
Naticeda Manna o gadar méhkamlandi ki, dismanlann hucumlanni
muvaffaqiyyatio dof etmakls yanasi, Assuriya ve Urartuya qarsi ugurlu
yirislar taskil edirdi. Manna carlan bitiin hakimiyyati 6z allarinda cam-
lannisdilar. Bu hakimiyyat mutlaq, irsi va sanki sarsilmaz idl. Lakin 660-
ci llde Manna ordusunun assuriyallarla aparilan déyuslarin birinda agir
nnaglubiyyata ugramasi Olkada siyasi ¢akismalarin gliclanmasina
sabab oldu. Dévlat zaifiamaya basladi va naticada Midiya c¢arligi tarafin-
dan ilhaq edildi.

Manna ug¢ln sanat névlarinin kifayat gadar yuksak inkisaf saviyyasi
saciyyavi idi. Burada metal emali, dulusguluq, toxuculug mévcud idi. Man-
na ustalari gérduklari isin zarifliyi va gdzalliyi ila taninirdilar. Onlar qizil
va gimis bazak asyaian hazirlayir, burinc gablan mirakkab naxiglar
va hayatdan goéturilmus sahnalarle bazayirdilar. Kand tasarrifati is-
tehsalina suvarma akingiliyi (burada suvarma kanallan sabakasi
nnévcud idi) ve maldarliq daxil idi. iri va xirda buynuzlu mal-garanin bas-

lanlimasindan savayl, mannalilar at da saxlayirdilar. Onlar gqosqu

AGGRESSION AND RESPONSE

Scientists describe the appearance of Iron implements as

a"catastrophe of the Bronze Age". According to French his-

torian Fernand Braudel, Eastern Mediterranean cultures re-

turned almost to where they had started. Progress
ceased for a few centuries. But not everywhere! On the edge of the
known world, including Azerbaijan, civilization processes did not slow
down. In fact, they accelerated further.

The main events in the late 2nd and early 1st millennia BC unfolded
in the south and north of Azerbaijan. This was preceded by the pen-
etration into Azerbaijan by Aryan and, according to some re-
searchers, ancient Turkic tribes and their mixing with local ethnic groups
that had been the dominant ethno-cultural, economic and political
powers. Gradually the new migrants became conspicuous in economic,
military and social affairs, political institutions and, of course, the lan-
guage that changed as it was influenced by Persian. Penetration was
particularly significant in the border regions and here new forms of
political organization of society, including numerous kingdoms,
were created.

At the beginning of the 1st millennium BC, the tribes living near Lake
Urmia to the east of the Kurdish mountains began to form political al-
liances whose leaders called themselves kings. Their main task was
to repel Assyrian aggression. In the 9th century BC, they united to cre-
ate the state of Manna, which strengthened so much in the following
century that it managed to expand its borders. For some time Manna
even included the ancient lands of Nakhchivan (Nakhchivan itself is pre-
sumed to have been founded in the 16th century BC). Eventually Man-
na was able not only to repel enemy attacks, but also to organise suc-
cessful campaigns against Assyria and Urartu. Manna's kings concen-
trated all power in their hands. They were absolute, hereditary and seem-
ingly unshakeable. However, in 660 BC Manna's army suffered a crush-
ing defeat in a battle with the Assyrian army and this led to political
infighting in the country. The state began to weaken and was even-
tually absorbed by the Median Empire.

Manna was characterized by a relatively high level of craft devel-
opment. Metalworking, pottery and weaving were widespread. Local
craftsmen were known for the subtlety and elegance of their work. They
produced gold and silverjewellery and covered bronze vessels with com-
plex patterns and images of scenes from life. Agricultural production
included irrigation (a network of irrigation canals was established) and
animal husbandry. In addition to breeding cattle and sheep, the Man-
neans bred horses. They used draft animals harnessed to four- and two-

wheeled carts. Horticulture and viticulture flourished.



TOCAVOZ VS CAVAB

heyvanlarindan da istifada edir, onlari dord va iki takarli arabalara qosur-
dular. Bagcilig ve tzumegiluk da inkisaf etmisdi.

Mannanilarin déyuskanliyi yasayls maskanlarinin gérunisuna da tasir
etmisdi. Onlari yiksakliklarda, tabii saraitin girisin maksimal daracada
¢atinlasmasina sabab oldugu yerlarda tikirdilar. Artig e.a. | minilliyin
avvallarinde maskanlar divarlarla ahata olunmaga basladi va tadrican
gala istehkamlarina gevrildi. Daha sonra Manna sakinlari harbi galalar
da tikarak onlar vasitesile atrafa nazarat edirdilar. Bu qalalarin
bazilarinde ¢ar ve onun maiyysti, sarkarde ve feodallar lgin saray ve
igamatgahlar ucaldilirdi.

Mannanin ilahlar panteonu coxsayll idi, din isa ahalinin hayatinda
mihum yer tuturdu. Dovrimizadak galib ¢atmis qgablarin tGzarindaki
tasvirlardaen gérundiyid kimi, bu ilahlar bir-biri il aramsiz miibarize aparan
xeyir va sar qiwalarinin tamsilgilarina bdélinmusdilar. Onlar Gg¢in ucaldilan
mabadlarda qurbangahlar da moévcud idi. Ehtimal etmak olar ki,
mabadlarin nazdindsa ayinlarin icrasina nazarat edan kahinlar tabaqgasi
doa var idi.

E.a. VIl asrda Kir-Araz dizinds ve ondan simalda galma sak-mas-
saget gobilalari tarafinden Massaget carhdr qurulur. Mashur antik
"Cografiya" kitabinin muallifi yunan alimi Strabon yazirdi ki, "agar Xazar

danizine daxil olsag, sag tarafde

isquz VB sarmatlarin yasadigini

gorarik... Onlarin vilayati Hindis-

tanadak uzanir. Xazarin o tayinda

yasayanlara galdikda isa, onlann bir

gismini sak, digarlarini iss massaget

adiandirirlar’, hamin ddévrda qa-

bilalar ibtidai icma qurulusundan

sinifli camiyyata kegid marhalasi-

ni yasayirdilar. Bu marhala harbi

demokratiya adlamrdi, c¢unki car

hakimiyyati ile yanasli, harbi sura va

agsagqgqallar surasi da mdévcud idi.

Butin bunlar onlara harbi cehatdan

oldugca giclu dovist qurmaga mane olmadi. E.a. VI asrda Tomrisin
rohbarlik etdiyi massaget ordusu tarafindan ®hamanilar imperiyasinin
banisi, maglubedilmaz hesab olunan Il Kirin gqosunlarini darmadagin
edilmasl massagetlarin qidratinin g0dstaricisidir. Bazi manbaiara
asasan, Il Kir mahz bu déylsda oldurilmusdir.

Azarbaycan tarixinda e.a. IV asr adatan canubda Atropatena dovla-
tinin yaranmasi ila alagalandirilir Bu dévlat faktiki banisi olan. Il Artakserks
dovrinda hakimiyyata galan ®hamani canisini Atropatin adi ila ad-
landinhib. Atropatena yaxud Kicik Midiya makedoniyali isgalgilardan siyasi
mustaqilik gazenmis ilk Sarq dovlstidir. Atropatena hakimlarinin mudrik
siyasati naticasinda ¢arhgin iqtisadi qudrati artmis, arazisi isa genislan-
misdir. Olkanin birinci paytaxti olan Qazaka sahari eyni zamanda oda
sitayis makani hesab olunurdu. Lakin e.a. Il asrda carhgin markazi Fraas-
pa (indiki Taxti-Stuleyman) saharina kecirilir va onun atrafinda hiandur-
luyd 6, gqalmhig 3, uzunlugu isa 1120 metra catan qullalarle méhkam-

iandiriimis divar horalur.

AGGRESSION AND RESPONSE

The Manneans' belligerence made its mark on the appearance of
their settlements. They were usually built on high ground, in places where
natural conditions made access difficult. By the early 1st millennium
BC, the settlements were surrounded by walls which gradually turned
into fortifications. Then the Manneans began to build military fortress-
es to help maintain control over the surrounding countryside. Some con-
tained palaces and residences for the king and his retinue of military
leaders and feudal lords.

The pantheon of Mannean gods was quite large, as religion apparently
occupied an important place in people's lives. Judging by the images
on vessels, gods were divided into those of good and evil and were
in permanent conflict. Temples with places for offerings were erect-
ed for them. It may be assumed that the temples already had a priest-
ly caste which monitored the administration of rituals.

In the 7th century BC, the Massagetae kingdom established by new-
comer tribes of Massagetae-Saka appeared on the Kura-Araz plain and
north of it. The Greek scholar Strabo, author of the famous ancient "Ge-
ography", wrote, "if you enter the Caspian Sea, the Ishguzes and Sar-
matians live to the right... Their territory extends to India. As for those
living on the other side of the Caspian Sea, one group of them is called

the Sakas and the other the Massagetae." The tribes were undergoing
a transition from a primitive to a class-based society, called a military
democracy - alongside the royal authority there was a military coun-
cil and a council of elders. This did not prevent them from creating a
militarily effective state. Its power can be gauged by the fact that in
the 6th century BC the Massagetae army led by queen Tomuris defeated
the troops of the hitherto invincible Cyrus Il, founder of the Persian
Achaemenid state. According to some sources, it was in this battle that
Cyrus Il was Killed.

In the history of Azerbaijan, the 4th century BC is usually associat-
ed with the appearance in the south of the state of Atropatena, named
after the Achaemenid satrap Atropates, who came to power in the reign
of Artaxerxes lll. Atropatena, or Small Media as it was also called, was
the first country in the East to achieve political independence from the
Macedonian conquerors. The wise policies of its rulers strengthened
its economic standing and expanded the kingdom's boundaries.
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E.s. | asrin sonunda Atropatena o gadar gicli idi ki, Roma gosun-
larmm hicumunu daf etmaya qadir idi. Bu doéylslarda romalilarin verdiyi
itkilar 35 min nafar taskil edirdi. Atropatena ordusunda 50 min nafar
xidm at edirdi, onlardan 10 min nafari yaxsi silahlanmis suvarilar tas-
kil edirdi. Mugavimatle Uzlagsan Roma imperatoru Oktavian Avqustun
sarancam| ila Atropatena safirliyi hormatle gabul edildi va iki ddvlat
arasinda hatta miayyan yaxinlagsma da bas verdi. Bu onunla bagh idi
ki, Roma imperiyasi ¢arligin gicli oidugunu dark edirdi. Yeni eranin
baslangicinda Atropatena dovlatinin tarkibina nalnki Midiya, hamginin
Ermanistan da daxil idi. Lakin eramizin iyirminci illarinda Atropatlar
slUlalesi Arsakilar tarafinden devrildi, Atropatena isa 651-ci iladak
mustaqilliyini goruyub saxladi.

Tarixgilarin geyd etdiyine goéro Atropatenada kand tasarrifati yaxsi
inkisaf etmisdi. Mulayim iglim va suyun bollugu akingcilikla yanasi, yagh
bitkilarin becarilmasi sahasinds ixtisaslasan bagc¢iligin da inkisafina sabab
olnnusdu. Atropatenalilar hamcinin maldarliq, at¢iliq, baliq ovu, duz va
evlarin isiglandiriimasinda istifade etmayi dyrandiklari neftin hasilati ila

masgul idilar. Bu, kand tasarrifati, sanat, ticarat va sahar hayatimn xeyli
inkisaf etdiyi, yiksak madaniyyati, 6zinun Midiya "atropaten” dili ve yazi
ananasina malik 6lks idi. Atropatena 6z sikkalarini zarb edir, onun ticarat
alagalari isa Babil ve Hindistan, Qara va Araliq daniziarinin hdvzalarina
gadar uzanirdi.

Azarbaycanin simalinda Alban carliginin yaranmasmin dagiq tarixi bu
glnadak mibahisalare sabab olur. Lakin aksar tarix¢ilar bela hesab edirlar
ki, artiqg e.a. | minilliyin avvallarinda garbda Alazan cayi, sarqda Xazar
danizi, canubda Araz cayl, simalda isa Qafqaz sira daglanna gadar uzanan
nahang dovlatin asasini taskil edacak gabilalar ittifaqi meydana gals
bilardi. istanilon halda e.s. IV asrde Qafgaz Albaniyasinin bir dévlat kimi
movcudlugu artiqg heg kimda stbha dogurmur.

Bodyuk ipakyolunun lzarinda yerlasan Qafqaz Albaniyasinin arazisi bu
dovlatin tarixi boyu yaxin va uzaq qonsularin, ilk névbada, bu beynal-
xalg ticarat yolunu 6z nazarati altina almaga calisan Roma imperiyasinin
paxilligdan dogan iddialarinin predmeti olmusdur. Lakin Albaniya hokm-
darlarini gudratli Roma ila qarsi-qarsiya galmaq tahlukasi gatiyyan qor-
xutnnurdu. E.a. | asrda alban ¢arlan 72 min ddyusc¢idan ibarat ordu topla-
yaraq muttafiglarle birlikde Lukullun rahbarlik etdiyi Roma legionlarinin
hicumunu daf etmayl bacardilar. Bir gadar sonra Pompeyin bascilig et-
diyi romalilar Albaniya ordusunu darmadagin etsalar da, bu 6ikanin fathina

nail ola bilmadilar. isgalgilar burani tark etmali olduiar.

AGGRESSION AND RESPONSE

The capital of Atropatena was originally Ganzak, which was also a cen-
tre of fire worship. In the 2nd century BC, however, Fraasp (now
Takht-i-Suleiman) became the centre of the kingdom; it was surrounded
by a fortified wall 6 metres high, 3 metres thick and 1,120 metres long.

By the late 1st century BC, Atropatena was strong enough to repel
an invasion by Roman troops, who lost 35,000 men in the battles. The
Atropatena army numbered 50,000, including 10,000 well-armed
cavalrymen. After being rebuffed, Rome, by order of Emperor Octavian
Augustus, received the embassies of Atropatena with due honour. In
fact, the two states even registered some convergence, such was Rome's
acknowledgement of the kingdom's power. At the beginning of the new
era, Atropatena included not only Media, but also Armenia. In the
20s AD the Atropates dynasty was overthrown by the Arsacids, but At-
ropatena maintained its independence until 651.

According to historians, Atropatena had well-developed agriculture.
The mild climate and the abundance of water contributed to the growth
of not only agriculture, but also horticulture and the cultivation of

oilseeds. Atropatenians also engaged in cattle and horse breeding, fish-
ing and the extraction of salt and oil, which was used to light homes.
Equally as developed as its agriculture were its crafts, trade and ur-
ban life. It was a country characterized by high culture with its Medi-
an language and written tradition. Atropatena minted its own coins,
while its trade relations extended to Babylon, India, the Black Sea and
Mediterranean basins.

The exact time of the emergence of the Albanian kingdom in the
north of Azerbaijan is still a matter of dispute. Most historians agree
that in the early 1st millennium BC a tribal alliance could have emerged
which served as the basis of a vast state whose borders readied the
River Alazani in the west, the Caspian Sea in the east, the River Araz
in the south and the Caucasus ridge in the north. In any case, the ex-
istence of Caucasian Albania as a state by the 4th century BC is be-
yond doubt.

Throughout its history Caucasian Albania, which lay on the Silk Road,
was the subject of envious claims on the part of its near and distant
neighbours, especially the Roman Empire, which sought to exercise
control over this international trade route. But the rulers of Albania
were not intimidated by any confrontation with mighty Rome. In the
1st century BC, Albanian kings built a 72,000-strong army. Together
with its allies, it repelled an invasion of Roman legions under Lucullus.
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Qafgaz Albaniyasimn torpaqlari 6z mahsuldarhgi ile segilirdi, ve bu
fakt antik mualliflar tarafinden xususila geyd edilir. Ona gdéra da bu-
rada kand tasarrifatt boyik muvaffaqiyyatle inkisaf edirdi. Hardanbir
akingilar il arzinda iki dafa taxil, arpa va dari mahsulu yigirdilar. Mal-
darlig da ananavi masguliyyat idi ve Alp ¢amanliklarindan olan yem-
larle yaxsl tamin edilmisdi. Lakin Albaniya sakinlari senat sahasinda
xUsusi nailiyyatlar alds etmisdilar. Burada qizildan nafis zinat agyalan,
sisadan gab-qacaq hazirlayirdilar. Gézal yun ve katan pargalar istehsal
edan alban toxuculari da mashur idi. Qafgaz Albaniyasinda sikka kasan
zarbxanalar da movcud idi. Burada istehsal edilon mallar digar
Olkalare ixrac edilirdi.

Qafgaz Albaniyasini asasli olaraq"saharlardlkasi"adlandirmaq olar.
Il asrln avvallarinda yasamis yunan cografiyagisi ve astronomu Klavdi
Ptolemey lartib etdiyi xaritalarin birinda Albaniya arazisinds 29 sahar
va iri maskan qeyd etmisdir. Taassif kl, onlarin hamisi demak olar ki,
tamamile dagidilmisdir va artiq yalniz
arxeologlarin ¢ox zehmat va sabr talab

edan isi naticasinda onlarin hayati
barada malumat toplamag mumkun ola
bilar. Qafgaz Albaniyasinin paytaxti
Qabala sahari olmusdur. Burada alban
carlari yasayir, hamg¢inin 6lkanin dini
markazi yerlasirdi. VI asrda Albaniya fars
Sasanilar silalasinin hakimiyyati altina
dusdikdan sonra paytaxt Barda saharlna
kdcuruldi. Arxeoloji tadgigatlar Al-
baniya shalisinin Canubi Qafgaz, On

Asiya xalqglari, Kigik Asiya, Suriya, Misir,
Egey danizinin vilayatlari, hamginin Sinnali Qafqaz, On Qafqaz, Volgaboyu,
Qara danizin simal bdlgalari ve $arqi Avropa ila yaxin alaqalarea malik
oldugunu demaya asas verir.

Arxeoloqglarin diggatini bels bir fakt calb etmisdir ki, e.a. | minilliyin
sonunda Qafqaz Albaniyasinin arazisinde Azarbaycanm digar bdl-
galerinda mdvcud olan madaniyyats banzayan, bazi elementlari isa onun-
la eynilik taskil edean madaniyyat formalasmisdir. Onun iz va isaralari-
ni vaxtile Alban saharlarinin mévcud oldugu makanlarda askarlanmis
amak alatlari va silafi formalarinda, keramika Uzarinda ve gab-gacaq-
da gérmak miumkunddr. Eyni tasvir ve rasmlar Qobustan gayalarinda,
Abseronun digar yerlarinda takrarlanir.

Qadim Azarbaycanda yasayan gabilalarin birlesmasi prosesina
takan veran daha bir amil, sibhasiz, din olmusdur. ©gar ilk dévrlarda
har xalqin 6z ilahlar, butlari ve glnas, ay, sir, maral, iian kimi totem-
lari var idisa, e.a. | minilllkde oda sitayis daha genis yayilmaga
baslayir. Daha sonraki dévrda bu inanc Zardist talimi saklini alir. Azar-
baycanin mixtalif yerlarinds atasparastlarin markazlari meydana galir.
Lakin bazi tarixgilarin ehtimal etdiyi kimi, hamin ddvrds va daha son-
ra, artiq yeni erada dini paytaxt, 6zinamaxsus dini metropoliya rolun-
da Abseron yanmadasindaki maskanlar ¢ixis edirdi. Burada goy qubbasi
altinda ucaian moéhtasam mabadin tabii alov sdlalari torpagin altindan

cixaraq atrafa yayilirdi.

AGGRESSION AND RESPONSE

Although Rornans led by Pompey subsequently defeated the Alban-
ian army, they did not succeed in conquering it and were soon forced
to leave.

The land of Caucasian Albania was fertile, a fact confirmed by many
ancient writers. And so agriculture developed very successfully
Sometimes farmers collected wheat, barley and millet crops twice a
year. Cattle-breeding was also a traditional occupation, as there was
plenty of feed in the alpine meadows. But the people of Albania
achieved most in their craftwork. They produced gold jewellery and
glass dishes. The famous Albanian weavers produced beautiful
woollen and linen fabrics. The state minted its own coins and its goods
were exported to other countries.

Caucasian Albania can be safely described as "a country of cities".
The Greek geographer and astronomer Claudius Ptolemy, who lived
in the early 2nd century, indicated 29 cities and large settlements on

his map of Albania. Unfortunately, almost all of them were completely
destroyed, making it very difficult for archaeologists to learn anything
about them. The capital was Kabaia (now Gabala). Home to the Albanian
kings, it was also the country's religious centre. In the 6th century, when
Albania fell under the authority of the Persian Sassanid dynasty, the
capital was moved to Barda. Archaeological evidence points to close
ties between the Albanian population and other tribes and peoples
of the Caucasus, Near East, Asia Minor, Syria, Egypt and Aegean re-
gions, as well as the North Caucasus, the Caucasus, the Volga region,
the northern Black Sea regions and Eastern Europe.

Archaeologists note that a culture largely related to, and in some
respects even identical to, that of the rest of Azerbaijan emerged in
Caucasian Albania by the late 1st century BC. Its signs and traces can
be found in the tools, weapons, ceramics and images on vessels found
in places where Albanian cities once stood. These figures and images
are also found on the rocks of Gobustan and elsewhere on Absheron.

Another contributor to the process of unification of the tribes that
inhabited ancient Azerbaijan was, of course, religion. Whereas ear-
lier each of the peoples had its own gods, idols and totems - the sun,
the moon, lions, deer and snakes, the cult of fire worship began to
spread in the 1st millennium BC. It subsequently evolved into the
teachings of Zoroaster. Centres of fire-worship emerged in different

21
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Damir dévrunin baslamasi ila Abseron yarimadasi ve demak olar ki,
butin markazi Azarbaycan sanki kélgada qgalir. Lakin bu, o demak de-
yil ki, digar regionlarda carayan edan siyasi, iqtisadi ve madani pro-
seslar hamin torpaglardan yan ke¢cmisdir. Har yerda oldugu kimi, bura-
da sahil zolagi boyu, yani alverigli iglimi olan yerlards ki¢cik maskanlar
salinir. Hazirda onlar bize Mardskan, Buzovna, Ramana, Novxani,
Suraxani, ®mircan, Zi§ ve s. adlar altinda tanisdir. Azarbaycanh alim idris
Oliyev Bandistu adll yasayis maskanina xisusi diggat yetirmisdir. Bu
makan hala 6tan asrin 60-ci illarinda 6zinamaxsus madaniyyati ile ar-
xeologlarin maragina sabab olmusdu. Burada askar edilmis gadirn dovr-
lara aid abidalar - das tikililar, amak alatlari, bazak asyalari, erkan tunc
ddvrindan orta asrlaredak olan dovri ahate edan qayadlstu rasmlar asl
elmi sensasiyadir. Onlar bu yerlardea murakkab ayinlarin, o cirnladan in-
sanlarin qurban edilmasi ile musayiat olunan nnarasimlarin kegirildiyi

mabadler kompleksinin mévcudlugundan xabar verir.

Qaditn dinyanin qudratli dovlatlarinin Azarbaycan torpaqglarina xu-
susi maraginin dalillarindan biri Qobustanda Boyukdas daginin atayinda
askar olunmus latin yazisidir. Bu yazi eramizm | asrina, 84 va 96-ci illar
arasindaki dévre aiddir. Hamin yazida deyilir: "imperator Qermanikus
Domisian Sezar Avqust, Litsi Yuli Maksimus, ildirimli Xl Legionun Sen-
turionu”. Goérunduyid kirni, bu, sarmatlara qarsi yurisda istirak edan va
Abseron sakinlari tarafinden mahv edilan legiondur.

Bu dévrda Azarbaycan ddvlatlarinin sarhadlarina tazyiqlar xiisusils artir.
Lakin bu, 6z névbasinda, bu yerlarde maskunlasmis tayfalarin birlasma
prosesini stratlandirlr. Tasir aks tasir dogurur, har bir cagirisa cavab galir
vea camiyyatin yenidan tagkill ve harbilasdlrimasi saklinde 6zunu
gostarir. Lakin bununla bela, "odlar yurdu" Abseronun rolunu Kigiltnnak
olmaz. Ola bilsin, Azarbaycan xalgqinin formalagsmasi va birlesmasina tasir
edan yeni dinin rnarkazi rnahz bu diyar olmusdur. Cinki dinya dinlarinin
(hamin dévrda zardistilik formasini almis atasparastlik ardicillarinin sayi-
na géra Umumdinya dini statusuna iddia edirdi) funksiyalarindan biri in-
sanlara 6zlarini Umumi dayar ve maqgsadlar atrafinda birlagmis bitdv dini
birlik kimi hiss etmakda yardim gdstarmakdan ibaratdir.
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parts of Azerbaijan. However, some historians believe that the re-
ligious capital and religious metropolis of that time and later, in the
new era, was a role played by the settlements on the Absheron Penin-
sula, where nature itself erected a majestic temple under the dome
of the sky. It was embellished with flames emerging from under the
ground.

With the onset of the Iron Age, the Absheron Peninsula and almost
all central Azerbaijan retreated somewhat into the shadows. That, how-
ever, does not mean that the land was unaffected by political, eco-
nomic and cultural events unfolding in other regions. As elsewhere,
here on the coastline, in places with the most favourable climate, small
settlements emerged which are now known to us as Mardakan, Bu-
zovna, Ramana, Novkhani, Surakhani, Amirjan, Zikh etc. Azerbaijani
scientist Idris Aliyev devoted special attention to the Bandustu set-
tlement, which attracted archaeologists for its distinctive culture back

in the 1960s. The ancient mon-

uments discovered here - stone
buildings, tools, jewellery and
rock drawings from the early
Bronze Age to the Middle Ages -
were a real scientific sensation.
They provided irrefutable evi-
dence of the existence of a
temple where complex rites
were administered, including
those involving human sacri-
fices.

One indication of the great
interest of the powerful states
of the ancient world in the
lands of Azerbaijan is the Lat-
in inscription discovered at the

foot of Mount Boyuk Dash in Gobustan. Dating from the 1st centu-
ry AD, a period between 84 and 96, it says: "The time of Emperor
Domitian Caesar Augustus German, Lucius Julius Maxim, Centurion
of the Xl Legion." Apparently, this is the legion that participated in
the campaign against Sarmatians and was destroyed by the inhab-
itants of Absheron.

During this period, the pressure on the borders of Azerbaijani states
increased. But this, in turn, accelerated the unification of the tribes liv-
ing there. Action caused reaction. A challenge was followed by a re-
sponse in the form of a new organization of society and its militarization.
However, one should not diminish the role of the "Land of Fire" - Ab-
sheron. Perhaps it was the centre of a new religion whose dissemination
also contributed to the formation and cohesion of the Azerbaijani na-
tion. Indeed, one of the functions of the world's religions - and fire-
worship, including Zoroastrianism, could certainly be regarded as aworld
religion according to the number of followers - is to help people rec-
ognize themselves as a unified religious community held together by

common values and goals.
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Yeni eranin baslangicinda Azarbaycan torpagini gigaklanan diyar ad-
landirmaq olardi. Tosqun heyvan sirilarinin otladigr cemanliklar akin
yerldri ila, sonuncular isa kolgali baglarla avez olunurdu. Mdskanlarin
yaxinhginda yerlasan saharlardaki ¢coxsayl emalatxanalarda mahir damirgi
va dulusgular, toxucu va zargarlar ¢alisirdi. Sarhadlarda ucalan méhkam
galalarda sayiqg muhafizacilar kesik ¢akirdi. Birge madaniyyat meydana
galir, universal din formalasir, vahid dilin yaranmasi Istigamatinda gedan
proseslar Boyuk ipak yolunun Azarbaycanin biitiin arazisinden ke¢gmasi
naticasinda xeyli deracada suratlonirdi. ©n asasl iss bu torpaqda yasayan
va xalqin galacakda 6zlarini azarbaycanlilar adlandiracaq xalglarin bir-
liyi voa Umumi taleys malik olmaiari dark edilmaya baslayirdi.

Basar tarixindaki muxtalif sivilizasiya ve madaniyyatlari arasdiran
tadqgigatgilari daima narahat edan suallardan biri bu ve ya digar gabils
va xalqin inkisafin yeni marhalasina ¢ixmasina sabab olan si¢rayisa ilkin
takanin nadan ibarat olmasi ila bagh olub. 8ksar alimlarin fikrince, mix-
talif amiller bunu stimullasdira bilardi. Onlarin arasinda glo-
bal Iglim dayisikliklari naticasinda tabii muhitin korlanmasi, migrasiya
va yeni torpaglann manimsanilmasi, disman hiicumuna ve yadelli to-
sirina cavab verllmasinin zaruriliyini geyd etmak mimkundir, Yani in-
sanlar har dafa disman qiivvalarin muayyan c¢agirislari ile garsilasir, on-
lar dof edarak iqtisadiyyat, madaniyyat, ictimai va siyasi quruculugda
heyranedici naticalar alda edirdilar. Eyni zamanda tarixgilar vurgulayir
ki, "Cagiris na gadar giclidursa, stimul bir o gadar quvvatlldir'. Azar-
baycan arazisinde yasayan gadim xalqglar, bitun sonraki nasillar Gcun
bela bir ¢agins kimi, albatta, bu diyarin gozal ve zangin tabiati deyil,
isgalgilann hucumlari ¢ixis edirdi. Hannin yuraslar ilkin vaxtlarda nniix-
talif dillarde danisan gabilalari nainki mudafia olunmagq, hamginin ac-
dadlardan galan mirasi qoruyub artirmaq tgin 6zlarini batdv bir xalg kimi

hiss etmaya vadar edirdi.
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By the beginning of the new era, Azerbaijan could be described as
a blossoming region. The meadows with grazing herds of cattle al-
ternated with arable land and shady orchards. Settlements neighboured
cities, where skilled blacksmiths and potters, weavers and jewellers
worked in many shops. The borders were protected by powerful fortress-
es and watchful guards. A joint culture and a universal religion were
emerging. The process of creation of a common language was in no
small part accelerated due to the Silk Road that passed through the ter-
ritory of Azerbaijan. And, most importantly, there was the realization
of a unity and common destiny of the peoples inhabiting this land who
would soon call themselves Azerbaijanis.

A question that has constantly worried researchers into different
civilizations and cultures in human history is - what was the first im-
pulse, what made certain tribes and nations make a breakthrough, el-
evating them to the next stage in their development? As many sci-
entists believe, different factors can stimulate progress. These include
a deterioration of the natural environment caused by global climate
change and migration followed by the development of new lands, the
need to respond to enemy invasions and external pressure. So each
time people have faced a certain challenge from hostile forces, they
have overcome it and achieved remarkable success in economic, cul-
tural, social and political construction. Historians emphasize: "The hard-
er the challenge, the greater the incentive." For the ancient peoples
that inhabited the territory of Azerbaijan and for all following gener-
ations, such a challenge was not posed by nature, as it had always
favoured this land, but by foreign invasions that forced these origi-
nally diverse tribes to respond as a single entity and not only to fight
back, but also to preserve and increase what had been created by their

ancestors.
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Tarixi novella hec da hamisa daqiq,
yoxlanilmis faktlara asaslana bilmir. Taassif
ki, basariyyatin ke¢cmisi ila bagh garanlq
maqgamlar hale haddan ziyadadir ve alimlar
onlan isiglandirmahidir. Bela hallarda
tadgiqatgilar analogiya uUsulundan istifada
edir, oxsar hadisalar axtanr, bazi hallarda isa
amallarin mantigi va tarixi inkisaf ganun-
larindan ¢ixis edarak sadaca olaraq afsanalar
qurmali olurlar. Ona gdra da kitabin bu
hissasinda halalik yoxlanilmamis bir nega

forziyyaya yer vermak gararma galdik.

A historical novel is not always based on reli-
able and proven facts. Unfortunately, there
are still too many dark places in the past of
mankind that scientists have yet to shed
light on. In such cases, researchers have to
use analogy, look for similar situations and
sometimes simply apply conjecture, proceed-
ing from the logic and laws of historical
development. And so, in this part of the

book we decided to describe a number of

theories that have yet to be confirmed.
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Abseron yarimadasinda garar tutmus Bakini gadim dovr-

larde "ilahi sahar" adlandirirdilar, "Azarbaycan" sbzi ise

farziyyalarin birina gbéra"alovla muhafize edilan"manasini

verirdi. Yerin altindan ¢ixan, eyni vaxtda ham calb edan,
ham ds vahimaya salan alov gabilalarin totemlarina ¢evrilmis hey-
vanlardan daha qudratli goérinirdu. Bu cur nadir tabii fenomen gadim
zamanlarda burada yasayan insanlarda ehtiram va parastis dogurur-
du. Axi alov Zardustin ardicillari ve Yahveya inanlar ug¢in ilahi remza
cevrilmig, slavyan va baltlarin mifologiyasina, gadim yunanlarin va Si-
mali Amerika hindularinin afsanalarina daxil olmusdu. Oda sitayis in-
sanin heyvanlar alemindan aynimasinin an ayani ve universal alama-
lidir Tabii ki, Azarbaycanin qalbi olan Abseronda da dinin fornnalasmasi
bu yol ila bas verdi.

Abseron gayalari arasinda tigyan edan alovu géran har kasi istar-
istamaz blruyan mistik ahval-ruhiyye daha birtabiat hadisasi olan palgiq
vulkanlan ila, subhasiz, daha da glclanirdi. Cografiyagi va geologlara
malum olan 1700 palgiq vulkanindan 400-0 Canub-Xazar neft-qaz
hévzasinin hidudlari daxilinda, onlardan 350-i isa Azarbaycan arazisinda
va onun Xazar danizi akvatoriyasina aid hissasinda, danizda va
coxsayl adalarda, Abseron yarimadasinda, Baki yaxinhginda yerlasir.
Adatan sakit va yavas-yavas quruldayan palciq vulkanlarinda bazan
dahsatli paskirmalar bas verlr. Hindurliyu onlarla, bazan da yuzlar-
ia metra ¢atan nahang alov samaya yuksalir.

Azarbaycan tarix¢ilari arasinda bels bir fikir mévcuddur ki, e.a. | minil-
iikda baslamis Baki saharinin formalagsmasi prosesi Azarbaycanin digar
regionlarinda bas veranlardan farqgli olmusdur. &gar sonuncularda sahar
ilk névbada sanatkarliq, amtaa mibadilesi markazi, nahayat, bas¢i va
ddylscularin yasadiglari makan idisa, Abseronda sahar, ¢cox giman ki,
atesparastlarin mabadlari, kahinlarin evlari va zavvarlar tg¢in kar-
vansaraylar yaxud Zardust talimini dasteklayan doylis¢iu dusargalarinin
atrafinda formalasirdi. Yani ilk vaxtlarda Baki dini markaz ola bilardi.
Eyni hadisalar dinyanin o biri tayinda, Maya imperiyasinin tarixinds da
geyd olunub. Bir cox arxeologlar hesab edir ki, Maya sahari bizim an-
ladigimiz manada sahar deyildi, ciinki asasan marasim markazi kimi
cixis edirdi.

Mayaliiar batun saylarini saharln markazi hesab olunan méhtasam
mabadin tikintisina ydnaldirdilar. Yasayis evlarina galdikda isa, onlar
davamsiz materiallardan tikilirdi. Onlar zaman kec¢dikca yer Gzindan si-
linmis, toxunulmaz galan siklopik ehramlar ise xristianhgi tablig edan
konkistadorlarin hannlslerine tab gatirmisdir. 8gar Maya saharlari ile
apanlan analogiya dogrudursa, Abseron yarimadasinda atasparastlar
saharinin movcudluguna dair maddi sibutlarin dévrumuzadak galib

Standing on the Absheron Peninsula, Baku was de-

scribed as the 'City of God' in ancient times, while the word

'Azerbaijan’ according to one theory, meant 'protected by

fire'. The flames surging out of the ground were at once
appealing and terrifying. They seemed to be far more powerful than
the strongest animals that had become totems for the tribes. Such a
rare phenomenon was bound to inspire respect and reverence in the
ancients. After all, fire was a symbol of God for the followers of Zoroast-
er and Yahweh, it entered the mythology of the Slavs and Balts, as well
as the legends of the ancient Greeks and the 'Indians' of North Amer-
ica. The worship of fire is a striking and universal sign of the distinc-
tion between human beings and the animal world. Naturally, the es-
tablishment of religion went down this path on Absheron, in the heart
of Azerbaijan.

The mystical sentiments that embrace all who have seen the flames
flaring among the rocks of Absheron were reinforced by another nat-
ural phenomenon - mud volcanoes. Of the 1,700 mud volcanoes known
to geographers and geologists, 400 are located within the South Caspi-
an oil basin, including 350 in Azerbaijan and its Caspian basin, at sea,
on numerous islands, on Absheron and near Baku. Usually quiet and
peaceful, the bubbling mud volcanoes are capable of terrifying erup-
tions. Huge columns of flame, dozens and sometimes hundreds of me-
tres high shoot up into the sky Subterranean noises resonate and the
ground is shaken by aftershocks. But then the volcano calms down for
a few years.

Azerbaijani historians share the view that the formation of Baku,
beginning in the 1st millennium BC, was expressly different from the
rest of Azerbaijan, where cities were largely centres of handicraft pro-
duction, goods exchange and, finally, homes to leaders and their war-
riors. On Absheron, cities may have developed around the religious
buildings of fire-worshippers, priests, inns for pilgrims or warrior camps
supporting the teachings of Zoroaster. So it may be that Baku was
originally a religious centre. The same phenomena were observed
at the other side of the world in the history of the Mayan empire.
According to most archaeologists, the Mayan was "not a city in our
understanding of the word. It was a ceremonial rather than munic-
ipal centre."

The Mayans focused their efforts on the construction of a magnif-
icent temple, the centre of the city As for people's homes, they were
built of flimsy materials. Time wiped them off the face of the earth,
leaving only the cyclopean pyramids that Christian conquistadors sim-
ply could not destroy if the analogy with Maya cities is correct, then
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¢atmamasinin yaxud hale da tapilmamasinin sabablari aydin olur. Bu-
rada zamanla yanasl, VIl asrde Azarbaycana galmis islam dininin ardicil-
larinin da amayi olmusdur. Onlar atagparastlarin bitin mabadlarini dagi-
daraq onlarin yerinde mascidlar ucaltmiglar. Alimlar Qiz galasini
zardustillk dévrinin gunimuzadak galib ¢atmis abidalarindan blri hesab
edirlar. ©ksar tarixgilarin fikrinca, asag hissasi e.a. VIII-VII asrlarda ti-
kilen bu qala zardistilikden avvalki mabaddir.

Qiz qalasinin zardustilikden dncaki dovrdas tikilmasi farziyyasinin taraf-
darlan hesab edirlar ki, gala atasparastlarin Abseron yarimadasinda
miigaddas hesab etdiklari yerde mévcud olmus bdyuk mabad kom-
pleksinin markazi tikllisi ola bilardi. Bazi tadqgiqatgilar galanin geyri-adi
formasini onunla izah edirlar ki, o Zardust talimindan dncaki atagparast-
lik ganunlanna uygun tikilarak balke ds e.a I minilliyin avvallarinds On
Asiyada yayllmis gadim Axura Mazda mabadlarinin xarici gérunusunu
tokrarlayirdi.

Sarqgin yeni eranin baslangicindaki tarixini dyranan alimlar tasdiq edir
ki, fars manbalarine asasan, Azarbaycan zardustillk cografiyasinda an
hérm atli yerlarden birini tuturdu. Déyuscular Gclin alov meabadi hesab

olunan Adur-Qusnasp burada yer-

ROADS TO THE PAST

it is clear why physical evidence of the fire-worshippers' cities has not
survived or been found in Absheron. This may be due not only to time,
but also to Islam, which reached Azerbaijan in the 7th century. All tem-
ples of fire-worship were destroyed and mosques erected in their place.
One of the few surviving samples of evidence of the Zoroastrian era
is the Maiden Tower in Baku, the lower part of which was built in the
8-7th centuries BC. Many historians believe that the tower was a pre-
Zoroastrian place of worship.

Proponents of the theory that the Maiden Tower was built in pre-
Zoroastrlan times believe that it could have been the central structure
of a large temple which existed on a sacred site for fire-worshippers
on the Absheron Peninsula. The tower's unusual shape is explained by
the theory that it was built in accordance with canons of fire-worship
that preceded the teachings of Zoroaster and possibly reproduced the
appearance of the ancient temples of Ahura Mazda common in Asia
Minor in the early 1st millennium BC.

Scientists studying the history of the East in the early new era con-
firm that according to Persian sources Azerbaijan held a place of ho-

nour in Zoroastrian geography

losirdi. "Ddyuscular alovu" car

hakIimiyyati ila o gadar six bagh idi

ki, Arsaki ve Sasanilarsilalarindan

olan Istanilan ¢ar taxta ¢ixdigdan

sonra onu mitlaq ziyarat etmali idi.

Mabada glymatli hadiyyalargatiri-

lirdi. Bela ki, zarduslilik matnlarinin

birinda gdzlarinin agiimasi G¢in dua

edan har kasa "qizildan bir g6z"

hazirlayib onu Adur-Qusnasp

mabadina géndarmayi vad etmak

amr olunur; oglunun agilh olmasini

istayan har kas mabada hadiyya

goéndarmaiidir. Zardustllik bir gox

asrlar boyu Azarbaycanda baslica din olmusdur. Onun son istinadgahi
cosgun Babakin bascihgl altinda mudafia olunan va 837-ci iida alinan
Boazz qalasi oldu.

Abseron collari va yarimsahralarinin sirleri arasinda "das yollar"in
miUammasi da movcuddur. Burada bir nega yerda rast galinan daslarin
icinda acilmis gadim cigirlar yarimadani simaldan canuba dogru fak-
tiki olaraq kasib kecir. Onlar gaya sathi Gzarinda amala galmis para-
lel ganovlardan ibaratdir. Har bir bela das yola darinliyi 5-50 sm, uzun-
lugu ise bir neca yliz metra ¢atan 2-3 (bazi hallarda isa 5 va daha artiq)
ganov daxildir. Hala XIX asrin avvallarinda akademik Emili Lents bu
ganovlar barada yazmisdir. Azarbaycan tarixgisi Abbasqulu aga Baki-
xanovun da oniar barada geydiari nnévcuddun "Baki gqazasmda Bilgah,
Zira, Bibiheybat va digar kandlarda, hamc¢inin bazi adalarda gayalann
tzarinda daniza dogru uzanan takarlarin izlari goértnur". "Abseron yol-
lar1" Bakinin ke¢cmisinin parlaq tadqgigatgisi Sara Asurbaylini da maraq-
landirsa da, lakin hamin ddvrde elrmnl sensasiyaya cevrila bilmadi.

Onlar tabiatin sirlarindan birina aid edildi.

Adour-Gushnasp, a fire temple for
soldiers, was located here. 'The
fire of warriors' was so strongly as-
sociated with royal power that all
kings of the Arsacid and Sassanid
dynasties were required to pil-
grimage there after ascending to
the throne. Generous offerings
were made in the temple. For ex-
ample, a Zoroastrian text pre-
scribes everyone who prays for
the return of vision to pledge to
make an "eye of gold" and send
it to Adour-Gushnasp. Anyone

who wants their son to be clever should send a gift to the sanctuary
Zoroastrianism was the dominant religion in Azerbaijan for centuries.
Its last stronghold, Bazz castle, defended by the frenzied Babek, fell
in 837

The secrets of the steppes and semi-deserts of Absheron contain
the mystery of the 'stone roads'. Ancient stone-laid paths are found in
several places across the whole peninsula from north to south. They
represent parallel ditches on the surface of the rock. Each one com-
prises two to three (sometimes five or more) ditches 5 to 50 cm deep
and several hundred metres long. Academician Emil Lenz wrote about
them in the early 19th century They were also mentioned by Azerbaijani
historian Abbasgulu Bakikhanov: "The villages Bilgah, Zira, Bibiheybat
and others near Baku, and on some of the islands, have traces of wheel
tracks going far out to sea." They have also attracted the attention of
Sara Ashurbeyli, brilliant researcher into old Baku. But the 'Absheron
roads' did not become a scientific sensation and were attributed to nat-

ural causes.
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Bu Abseron fenomeninin ahamiyyati yalniz XX asrin sonunda, analo-
ji yollarin Araliq danizinin bir gox rayonlarinda - Malta, Yunanistan, italiya
va Fransada movcudlugu malum oldugdan sonra - yani ilkin siviliza-
siyalarin aksariyyatinin meydana galdiyi regionda qiymatlandirildi. Eyni
zamanda artiq xeyli middatdir ki, das yollarin tadqgiqi ile masgul olan
maltali mutaxessislarAbseronyollarinin Maltada mévcud olanlarla tam
eynilik taskil etdiyini tesdiglemislar. Maltali mutaxassislar 6z yollarini
e.a. taqriban V-IV minilliklara aid edirlar! Va bu zaman xeyli sual mey-
dana cixir. Bu yollar na Gg¢un nazards tutulmusdur? Naya gdra onlar
daniza dogru uzanir? Bir-birindan minlarla kilometr aralida yerlagsan arxe-
oloji abidalar arasinda bels oxsarlig nadan gaynaqlana bilar?

Bu giin onlarla tadgigatci bu das yollarin sirrini dyrenmaya cahd edir.
Lakin hala ki, naticalarin aksariyyati manfidir. Basqa sodzle desak, bu
yollarin naya xidmat etmadiyini mueyyanlasdirmak mimkin olmus-
dur. Masalan, bu yollardan araba tekariari ke¢a bilmazdi, yani onlar gadim
kand yollari deyil. Onlarin gadim zamanlarda Peloponnesda oldugu kimi,
rels rolunu oynamasi da aglabatan deyil. Onlann das blokiarin yaxud

Ro AHS To | HK PA.M

The importance of this Absheron phenomenon was evaluated only
in the late 20th century, when it became clear that similar roads ex-
ist in many parts of the Mediterranean: in Malta, Greece, Italy and France,
i.e. precisely where many early civilizations appeared. Specialists from
Malta, who have long studied stone roads, confirm that Absheron's roads
are identical to those in Malta. But the Maltese researchers date their
roads to about the 4-5th millennia BC! This gave rise to many questions.
What was their purpose? Why did they go to the sea? What is the rea-
son for the similarity between archaeological sites thousands of kilo-
metres apart?

Today, dozens of researchers are trying to unravel the mystery of
these stone roads. But the results have so far been mostly negative.
In other words, it has been established what these roads were not. For
example, the tracks could not have been made by wheels, i.e. these
are not prehistoric rural roads. They are unlikely to have been a kind
of rail, as in the ancient Peloponnese. It Is also unlikely that they guid-
ed the transportation of stone blocks or other heavy loads. It hasn't been
proved that they had a ritual func-

hansisa agir yuklarin naqii zamani
yonaldici yollar olmasi ehtimal da
zaifdir. Bu yollarin gadim mabadlar-
la alagadar hansisa marasim
funksiyalarini yerina yetirmasi da
slbut olunmayib. Onlarm suyun
axidilmasi u¢ln nazarda tutulmus
meliorasiya ganovlarinin olmadigi Isa
dagigdir. Umumiyyatls, yollarin prak-
tik tatbiginin miayyan edilmasi
uzun middat mumkin oimamisdir.
Va artig bu fenomenin tarixin agil-
mamis sirlarine aid edilmasinin
labudliyt masalasi gindama
cixarildi.

Lakin bir neca il avval rusiyah ge-
olog Dmitri Bex-ivanov casaratli
farziyya irali surdid. Ondan avvalki
aksar tadqgiqatcilar kimi, o da asagi-
daki suallara cavab axtarmaga basladi: na tucun cigirlarin eni, darinliyi
va profili bu gadar geyri-ardicildir? Naya géra onlar bir-birina ¢ox yaxin-
lasaraq paralel uzanir yaxud iti bucagqlar altinda kasisir? Na Ug¢in bazi
cigirlar hamar, enli va darindir, digarlari isa bels deyil? Cavab, Bex-
ivanovun hesab etdiyi kimi, sathdadir. "He¢ kim ahangdasini dalma-
yib, onu takarlarin altinda toza ¢evirmayib. Takari pal¢igda bir dafa
siirdiilkdan sonra iz hazir olurdu. izler handasasinin geyri-mikammal-
liyi buradan gaynaqlanir-onlan heg¢ kes gasdan buraxmirdi”. Lakin darhal
yeni suallar meydana galir; Bu na pal¢igdir? 0 na tg¢in barkiyib? Cigir-
lar na zaman va neca yaranib?"Va burada geologiya 6z s6zuniu demall
idi. Maltah geologlarin hesabatlarini 6yranan Bex-ivanovun galdiyi natica
belsolur: cigirlar'marcan"shangdaslarinin inkisaf sahasinda, shang-
dasinin hale barkimadiyi va plastik karbonatii lil halinda oldugu zaman

formalasmaga basiamisdir.

tion, leading to ancient temples. And
certainly these tracks were not
ditches for ameliorative water
drainage. So the practical application
of the roads remained a mystery for
along time and it seemed that this
phenomenon would remain one of
the past's unsolved mysteries.

But a few years ago Russian ge-
ologist Dmitry Bekh-lvanov put for-
ward a bold hypothesis. Like many
scholars before him, he asked the
question: why do the tracks have
such uneven width, depth and struc-
ture? Why do they come close to
each other, running parallel or in-
tersecting at acute angles? Why

" are some tracks wide and deep,
while others are not? The answer, according to Bekh-lvanov, is obvi-
ous; "Nobody hollowed out the limestone or wore it to dust with wheels.
The track was made as people drove through mud. Hence the imper-
fections in their geometry - they weren't made deliberately." But then
further questions arise: what kind of mud was it? Why has it hardened?
When and how did the tracks emerge?" This is where geology had to
have its say After examining the reports of the Maltese geologists, Bekh-
lvanov concluded: the tracks were formed in fields of so-called 'coral
limestone', where limestone had not cured and was in a state of mal-
leable carbonate mud.

According to the Russian geologist, the islands of the Maltese archi-
pelago were heavily waterlogged and full of ponds in the 5-4th millen-
nia BC, as evidenced by the remains of hippos and other animals that
prefer such a habitat. Clay-like, raw but not yet solidified carbonate
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Rusiyali geoloqun fikrinca, e.a. V-IV minilliklarde Malta arxipelagi
adalarinin sathi oldugca bataglasmis va nohurlarla dolu idi. Bu fakt bu-
rada yasayan ve bele muhita Ustlnlik veran begemotlarin va digar hey-
vanlarin c¢oxsayl qgahqglari ile tasdig olunur. Gilabanzar, boz, hals
barkimamis karbonat galiglari torpaq qati ils drtilmisdi. Hamin dévrda
sathda g6l ve bataqliglarla nazara carpdirilan ayilmalar sonradan yan
sixmanin aktivliesmasi naticesinda dagemalagalma sahalarina
cevrilmisdir. Bir ne¢a glin arzinda onlarin yerinda yiksaklikloar meydana
galmis, palgigabanzar dib ¢okiintilari ise onlarla va ylzlarle metr qalxaraq
yenica amala galan tapalarin yamaclarini drtmusdir. Daniz tarafdan
bu proses aks istiqamatda gedirdi: dib ¢cokarak dzlna bitisik olan boyluk
va kigik quru sahalarini de asag! cakirdi.

Bex-ivanovun fikrinca, relyefdaki bu dayisiklik butiin Araliq danizi re-
gionunu ahata etmisdir. Hamin ddvrde burada yasayan insanlar bunu
glcla zalzalalarla misayiat olunan dunya faciasi kimi dayarlandirirdi.
Aralig danizinin sahil yaxinliginda yaxud ondan aralida yerlasan bir ¢cox
rayonlari eyni vaxtda galxa ve ya suyun altinda qala bilardi. Adalar suya

garq ola va yaxud yenilari yarana bilardi. Va

bu zaman danizin dibindan galxmis bela
sahalards Maltada yaranmis vaziyyats yaxin
olan sarait meydana gala bilardi."Ola bilsin,
Maltanin hidudlarindan kenarda askarlan-
mis"araba izlari"nin aksariyyati mahz hamin
ddvrda yaranmis va eyni tabiata malikdir", -
geoloq bu naticaya galir.

Nohurlarin sahillarinda gqalxma zonasin-
da yasayan sag galmis insanlar birdan-bira

sudan kanarda qalaraq adat etdiklari qi-
dadan mahrum oldular. Onlarin yeni makana, sahile yaxin yera get-
maoakdan basqa carssl galmadi. Ev agyalari, amak alatlaeri, primitlv tizma
vasitalarinin dasinmasi Gclin yuk kirgasl yaxud xizek daha munasibdir.
Simal xalglarinin tacrubasi gdstarlr ki, bataglasmis arazilardan harakat
etmak U¢ln onlar optimal naqliyyat vasitasidir. 8ksar hallarda cigirlarin
istigamati kégnfis ehtimalini tasdig edir; onlar daglardan dizanliklara
dogru enir. Daha sonra sathdaki karbonath lil quruduqgca artiq bark ahang-
dasi - garsisialinmaz dayisikliklara nnaruz galan, ilkin plastik vaziyyata
gayitmasi geyri-mumkin olan dag suxuru saklini almis gabiqg amals
galmaya baslayir. Das yollar hannisalik torpaga batir.

Abseron abidalari ile bagl daha bir farziyyanin musallifi taninrnis
sayahatci, norvecli alim Tur Heyerdal olmusdur. Qobustanin qayaustu
rasmlari arasinda e.s VI asra aid olan ¢oxyerli gayigin mashur tasviri-
ni géran tadqgigatci gamisdan duzaldilmis bu gaminin sumerlarls alagasi
barada ehtimal irali sirmusdir. Demali, Qobustan sakinlarinin diinyanin
an gadim sivilizasiyasi ila munasibatlari ola bilardi. MuxtalIf tipli qayiglarin
tasvir olundugu yuzdan artiqg petroqlifi tadgiq edan Heyerdal vikinglarin
boylk gayiglanni xatirladan gayiga xususi maraq gostartnisdir. Naticada
0, demisdir: "Gunasin yelkanlarda deyil, geminin burnunda oldugunu
ilk dafe Qobustanda goriiram. Burada oldugca gqadim va, subhasiz, inkisaf
etmis sivillzasiyanin mdévcudlugu halalik sirr olaraq qalir. Lakin azar-

baycanli alimlar bu sirri aga bilacaklar".

A ROAPS TU |IMF PAM

sediment covered the soil. Subsequently, the hollows left on the surface
by lakes and marshes became mountains as a result of lateral compression.
Hills appeared in a matter of days, while mud-like sediments were raised
tens or hundreds of metres and covered the slopes and peaks of the new-
ly formed hills. By the sea, the process was the reverse: the bottom sank,
dragging down large and small patches of previously dry land.

This restructuring, according to Bekh-lvanov, encompassed the en-
tire Mediterranean region. For those who lived here then, it must have
seemed a universal catastrophe accompanied by powerful earthquakes.
Many areas of the Mediterranean located both near and distant from
the sea would rise or be submerged. New islands could appear, old ones
disappear. Then, on areas that had risen from the sea bed, a situation
similar to that in Malta could occur. "Many of the 'cart tracks' discov-
ered outside Malta probably appeared at the same time and have ex-
actly the same nature," concludes the geologist.

The survivors inhabiting the shores of bodies of water and affect-
ed by the process suddenly found themselves separated from water

and their usual supply of food. They had no choice but to look for a place
nearer the coast. Sledges were the best means of transporting
goods, chattels, tools and primitive sailing equipment. The experience
of northern peoples confirms that they are the best means of trans-
port in wetland areas. In most cases, the direction of the tracks un-
ambiguously confirms the theory about migration: they lead from moun-
tains to lowlands. Then, as carbonate silts dried on the surface, a crust
formed. This was solid limestone undergoing irreversible change; there
was no return to its original malleable state. 'Stone roads' were em-
bedded in the ground forever.

The author of another theory about Absheron sites was the famous
Norwegian traveller and scientist Thor Heyerdahl. Seeing among the
Gobustan rock drawings the well-known image of a 6th millennium
BC multi-seat boat, he concluded that, it was most likely a reed boat
akin to those of the Sumerians. Consequently, the people inhabiting
Gobustan could have had contact with the world's oldest civilizations.
Heyerdahl examined more than a hundred petroglyphs with images
of various vessels. Particular interest was aroused by a vessel resem-
bling a Viking boat. As a result, he said, "For the first time in Gobus-
tan, | see the sun on the bow of the ship, not on the sails. What an-
cient and clearly advanced civilization was here still remains a mys-

tery. But Azerbaijani scientists will be able to solve it."
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2002-ci ilde Tur Heyerdal Qafgazin, konkret olarag Azarbaycanin
norveglilarin vatani olmasi barada casaratli ehtimal irali sirur: "Qaliglari
ham donmus tundrada, ham da daxili Cinda askar edilan, Afrika
sahillarinda barbarlar kimi tanman va lUzarak Kanar adalarina catan
acigsacl sayahatgilarin sonsuz yolu balke mahz buradan baslayib!"Oz
forziyyasini siibuta yetirmak tigiin alim isveg ve Norvecds tapilmis gami
petrogliflarinin fotosakillarini gdstararak onlari Qobustan petroqliflari
ilo muqayisa etmayi taklif etmisdir. Onlar demak olar ki, eyni idi. "Vax-
tila gayalarin Gzarinda 6zl barada tasvirlar saklinda xatira goyan han-
sisa xalg nadansa dogma Xazar sahillarini tark etmis va suyun sathi-
ni fath etdikden sonra hazirda isve¢ ve Norve¢ adlanan torpaglarda
maskunlasmisdir' -Tur Heyerdal bela bir naticaya galmisdir.

Tur Heyerdal 6z farziyyaslini siibut edan faktlari XIll asrds islandiyali
tarix¢i Snorri Sturluson tarafindan yazilmis "Yer dairasi" adll eposda tap-
rnisdir Bu orta asr Skandinaviya eposunda aslann basgisi Odinin 6z xalqini
¢ixardigr Qafgaz arazisi atrafli tasvir edilib: "Bu danizdan simala dogru
Qara daniz adlanan uzun korfaz

ROAPs TO THF PAST

In 2002, Thor Heyerdahl put forward a bold assertion that the Cau-
casus, and Azerbaijan in particular, could be the ancestral home of the
Norwegians; "The endless voyaging of fair-haired travellers, whose re-
mains have been found in the frozen tundra, in inland China, who were
seen as Berbers on the African coast and who reached the Canary Is-
lands, may have begun here!" To prove his hypothesis, the scientist
provided photographs of petroglyphs of vessels found in Sweden and
Norway, and compared them with those in Gobustan. They were al-
most identical! "Once a nation, leaving behind a memory in the form
of rock drawings, left its native Caspian coast for some reason and,
having conquered the surface of water, settled on the lands now known
as Sweden and Norway", concluded Thor Heyerdahl.

Heyerdahl found evidence to support his hypothesis in the Scan-
dinavian medieval epic "The Earth's Circle" (Ynglinga Saga) recorded
by 13th century Icelandic historian Snorri Sturluson. It provides detailed
description of the Caucasus, where Odin led his people. "A long bay

called the Black Sea extends

uzanir. 0 dinyanin gitalarini ayirr.
Sarqda yerlasan Asiya, garbdaki
isa Avropa adlanir... Asiyada yer-
lasan 6lka Aslar 6lkasi adlanirdi...”
Eposda daha sonra geyd olunur:
"Boylk dag silsilasi simal-sarqdan
canub-qgarba dogru uzanir. Ondan
bir gadar aralida, canubda Turklar
Olkasi yerlasir. Orada OdInin boyiik
maiikanaiari olub". Heyerdalin
ideyalarimn inkisaf edib-et-
mayacayini zaman gostaracak.
Lakin bir sey indldan malumdur:
Abseronun sakinlari, eleca da
Azarbaycan arazisinde yasayan
xalglar dunya tarlxinda ¢ox ciddi
rol oynanniglar.

Kulinariya tarlxl lzra dinya
eksperti professor Tahir &mir-
aslanov temamila basqa bir
sahada maraqlh misahida
aparmisdir. Qobustandaki bezoar kegilari tasvirlarinin siluetlarinda hey-
vanin badanini sank! hissalara bélan gariba xatlar alinnin diqgatini calb
etmisdir. Malum oldu ki, hemin xatlar comdayin muasir bélusdirma
sxemini tam daqiqlikle takrarlayir, bu ise, yeri galmiskan, anatomiya
va kulinariyaya dalr darin biliklarin olmasmi talab edirdi. "Bu, onu gostarir
ki, acdadlarimiz nainki ¢ox seyi bacarir, Gstalik bu bacariglar nasildan-
nasla dtirmaya calisirdilar”, - professor Tahir ®miraslanov bela hesab
edir. - Bundan alave, gayaustu rasmlarin, amak alatlari va maisat
asyalarinin éyranilmasi naticasinde manda qobustanhlarin qizartma,
gaynatma, doyulmus at kimi yemak bisirma texnologiyalanndan
xabardar olduglarina eminlik yaranmisdir. Bu iss muayyan madaniyyat

saviyyasindan xabar verir".

from this sea to the north. It di-
vides parts of the world. The one
on the east is called Asia, the one
on the west is called Europe ...
The country in Asia was called the
country of Aces..." And further.-
"A big mountain range stretches
from the north-east to south-
west. Not far, to the south, there
is a country of the Turks. There
Odin had great possessions."”
Time will tell whether Thor Hey-
erdahl's ideas will be elaborated
further, but one thing is already
clear: the inhabitants of Ab-
sheron and the peoples inhabit-
ing the lands of Azerbaijan played
a most important part in the his-
tory of the world.

An interesting observation

in a completely different field
was made by Professor Tahir Amirasianov, an expert on the history
of cuisine. He became Interested in the images of bezoar goats in
Gobustan whose silhouettes bore strange lines, as if dividing the an-
imal's body into parts. It turned out that they repeated with perfect
accuracy the modern method of butchering carcasses, which, inci-
dentally, requires a remarkable knowledge of anatomy and cooking.
"This suggests that our ancestors were not only very capable, but also
tried to pass their skills down to future generations," Professor Ami-
rasianov says. "Moreover, the study of rock art, tools and household
items has convinced me that the people of Gobustan knew such cook-
ing techniques as roasting, boiling and mincing meat. This attests
to a certain level of culture." But there is also another opinion.

59



KEGMi$S® APARAN YOLLAR RCIAD-- Timrnt PAST



A [TSAVAVER TR

> 'V -

reo ocyjtni

=Y b

mm -4l 4t e

V.>Ev-=;:

a omeK /T
V4 ey, e

->-Sr$ cL'<l e -

R

-w o -A [

ey mo - -Vl
=S
;L
‘M
[
t .
AL
o V-V

Ld —‘Wv T fVLi—?
eV-j'sA it

- S>>

w
= 2NN

KECMiS® APARAN YOLLAR

ROADS TO THE PAST

**S:'

fe



KECMHi® APARAN YOLLAR

Dogrudur, basqa bir fikir de movcuddur. Qobustanin an boyuk
tadqiqatgisi Cafarqulu Rustamov hesab edirdi ki, heyvamn badaninda-
ki bu xatlar qurban kasma marasimi ila bagldir.

Uzun illar boyu Abseronun sirlarini yranan idris 8liyev hesab edir
ki, burada askarlanmis qayailsti resmlarde sumer mifologiyasinin mo-
tivlari aydin gorintr. Hamin motivlar yarimadada yasayan gabilalarin
On Asiya madaniyyati ila six alagasindan yaxud diinyanin muxtalif re-
gionlarinda gedan proseslarin yiksak banzarlik daracasindan xabar verir.
Ozunin "Namalum Abseron" kitabinda alim geyd edir ki, ilahilasdirilmis
kisi va qadinin istiraki ile marasim sahnalarinin tasvir olundugu
rasmlar daha maraqhdir. Uzikli gadin fiquru xisusi diggat calb edir.
Bu fiqur ilaha inannanin goban Dumuziya sevgisindan bahs edan gadim
sumer afsanasinin sirrinin acilmasina sabab olmusdur.

Qobustan, Abseron, elacae da Azarbaycanin bir gox makanlari hale
sirlarle doludur. Bu sirlarin aksariyyati onlarin kegmisi jla baglhdir. Vagin
ki, yaxin galacakda arxeoloqglar hamin sirlarin he¢ olmasa bir gismini
aca bilacaklar. Lakin onlarin bircoxu, gérunur, sirrolaraq galacaq, ¢un-
ki maddi madaniyyat dalillari insanlarin manavi hayati barada sual-
lara he¢ da hamisa cavab vermir. Manavi hayat iss sivilizasiyanin
inkisafini dark etmak dclin cox ahamiyyatlidir. Axi son naticada
Homerin "iliada"s1 basariyyat Gg¢un cang arabasinin kasfindan yaxud
Assurbanipalin sarayinin tikintisindan daha ahamiyyatli olmusdur. Lakin,
taassuf ki, "iliada"larin he¢ da hamisi dovrimiiza gadar galib catmamisdir.
Bununla bagl ingilis tarixcisi C.L. Mayres demisdir; "Atletin ali ila atilan
alat yaxud gami geri qayitdigr kimi, deyilan s6z basariyyatin kecmis
nailiyyatlarinin xatirasi olmaq ¢un yer tGzinda galmir. S6z havada yox
olur va filoloqg orijinallarla deyil, an yaxsi halda sasin aks-sadasi ila islomali
olur. Ona goéra da insanlarin etdiklarinin, gazandiglari nailiyyatlarinin,
xlisusan da na barada dusindiklari, naya can atdiglarimn barpasi yal-
niz arxeologiya vasitasila mumkdndar"”

Cografiyadan farqli olaraq, tarixin yollari he¢ da hamisa mitlaq
A mantagasindan B mantagasina aparmir. Va bununla yolun ahamiyyati
azalmir. Fransiz tarix¢isi Edmon Demolen bunu balka da daha dagiq ifada
edib:"Mahz yol irgin yaranmasina va sosial tipin formalasmasina sabab
olur". Basariyyatin ke¢misini dyranan alimlar dafalarla bels bir hadisa
ila garsilasmislar ki, tadgigat sahasinda gdzlanilmadan peyda olan han-
sisa xalq 6z nailiyyatlari ila diinyani heyran etdikdan sonra darhal za-
manin zilmatina garq olurdu. Taassuf ki, bir cox gabilalarin yolu o gadar
qisadir ki, onu baslangici balli, sonu ise aksar hallarda goézlanilmaz va
anlasiimaz olan mesa cigin ila muqayisa etmak mumkundur. Lakin sal-
namalarda bazan yalniz gisa strix-xatirlatnna ila geyd olunan bitiun bu
basari yollar va cigirlar birlasarak mutlag enli va asanligda gedilan yola
cevrilir. Va insanlar minilliklar boyu bu yol lla gedarak bazan ilk ciginn

kim tarafindan acildigini unudurlar.

ROAO TO THE PA>T

The leading researcher of Gobustan, Jafargulu Rustamov, believed that
these lines on the animal's body were associated with the ritual of
offering sacrifices.

Idris Aliyev, who has been dealing with Absheron rnysteries for many
years, believes that the petroglyphs found here carry clear evidence
of motifs from Sumerian mythology, indicating either close links be-
tween tribes living on the peninsula with the culture of the Near East
or great similarities in processes unfolding in different parts of the world.
"The most interesting are the pictures depicting scenes of rituals in-
volving divine males and females. Of particular interest is the figure
of awoman with rings, which helped to unravel the mystery of an an-
cient Sumerian legend about the love of the goddess Inanna for the
divine shepherd Dumuzi," says the scientist in his book "The Unknown
Absheron".

Gobustan, Absheron and many other places in Azerbaijan are still
full of mysteries, most of which relate to their past. Archaeologists will
probably resolve some of them in the next tew years. But many will
apparently remain a mystery, because material evidence does not al-
ways provide answers to questions about people's spiritual lives. Mean-
while, it is no less, perhaps even more, important for an understand-
ing of the progress of civilization. After all, Homer's lliad was much more
important for mankind than the invention of chariots or the construc-
tion of the Palace of Ashurbanipal. But unfortunately, not all the Iliads
have survived to the present. On this subject, British historian John Lin-
ton Myres said: "A spoken word will not stay on as does a projectile
launched by an athlete or a vessel, to become a memory of past hu-
man achievements. The word disappears in the air, and the philologist
has to deal not with the originals, but with an echo of an echo at best.
Therefore, to reconstruct what people did and especially what they
thought about and strived for is partly possible only with the help of
archaeology."

In contrast to geography, roads in history do not necessarily lead from
point A to point B, which does not diminish the importance of the jour-
ney French historian Edmond Demolins was most accurate on saying:
"It Is the journey that creates a race and forms a social type," Scien-
tists studying the history of mankind always encounter situations when
a people arose as if from nowhere and, having surprised the whole world
by their actions, vanished into the dark ages. Unfortunately, the jour-
neys of many tribes were so intermittent that they can be compared
to trails in a thick forest whose beginnings can barely be made out and
whose endings are often unexpected and incomprehensible. But all of
these human roads and tracks, recorded only by brief mentions in chron-
icles, add up to the broad and bumpy road that mankind has followed

for millennia, sometimes forgetting who laid the trail.
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Qobustan

"Qobustan" adi "yarganlar diyari" (qobu - ¢ala,
yargan, quyu, stan - diyar, torpag, taraf) manasini
verir. Qoruq Bakidan 60 kilometr canubda B&yuk
Qafgaz sira daglarinin canub-sarg yamaclari ila
Xazar danizi arasinda yerlasir. Bu arazini yarganlar
va quru vadilar kesib kecir. Qobustandaki Boyukdas,
Kicikdas, Cingirdag, Songardag va Sixgaya daglann-
da 6 mindan artiq petroglif askar edilib.

Ele buradaca gadim insanin dayanacaglari, vaxtila
insanlann maskunlasdigi magaralar, yasayis
maskanlarinin izlari, gabirler askarlanib. Srazinin
simaldan canuba uzunlugu 100 kilometr, garbdan
sorgs ise tagriban 80 kilometr taskil edir.

Gobustan

The name Gobustan means ‘land of ravines' (from
gobu - depression, ravine, well, and stan - land,
side). The reserve is located 60 km south of Baku,
between the south-eastern slopes of the Caucasus
Mountains and the Caspian Sea. The area is
crossed by ravines and dry valleys. More than
6,000 petroglyphs have been discovered in the
mountains of Gobustan - Boyukdash, Kichlkdash,
Jingirdag, Shongardag and Shikhgaya. Once-inhab-
ited caves, traces of ancient settlements and buri-
als have also been found here. The reserve ex-
tends 100 km from north to south and 80 km from
west to east.

Reference and

Sorgu-informasiya materiallari

Umumduinya irs siyahisinda

Qorugun ahamiyyatini nazara alan Azarbaycan
hékumati 2002-ci ilde Qobustanin Umumdiinya
madani irs siyahisina daxil edilmasi tglin mivafiq
senadlarl YUNESKO-ya taqdim etmisdir. Heydar
Bliyev Fondunun dastayi va Azarbaycanin birinci
xanimi Mehriban Bliyevanin tasabblist ila
YUNESKO-nun bas direktoru Koitiro Matsuura
goruga davat olundu. 0, Azarbaycan hékumatinin
muracistini dastakladi. 2007-d ilin 23 iyun-2 iyul
tarixlarinda Yeni Zelandiyanin Kraystcerg saharinda
kegirilan YUNESKO-nun Umumdiinya madanl irs
komitasinin 31-ci sessiyasinda Qobustanin
gayaustl incasanatinin madani landsafti
Umumdiinya madani irs obyektlarinin siyahisina
daxil edlldi. Ela hamin ilds Azarbaycan Respub-
likasinin Prezidenti llham Bliyev "Qobustan Doviat
tarix-badii gorugunun srazisinda yerlagan tarlxi va
madani sarvatlarin gorunmasi haqqginda" Saran-
cam imzaladi.

On the list of World Heritage Sites

Given the importance of the reserve, the govern-
ment of Azerbaijan submitted documents to
UNESCO in 2002 to include Gobustan on the list of
UNESCO World Heritage Sites. With support from
the Heydar Aliyev Foundation and on the initiative
of First Lady Mehriban Aliyeva, UNESCO chief
Koichiro Matsuura was invited to the reserve.

He supported the proposal. At the 31st session of
UNESCO's World Heritage Committee held in
Christchurch, New Zealand from 23 June to 2 July
2007, the cultural landscape of Gobustan rock
drawings was included on the World Heritage List.
In the same year. President llham Aliyev issued a
decree "On preserving the historical and cultural
assets located on the territory of the Gobustan
National Historical-Artistic Reserve".

information materials

Qobustan muzeyl

Qobustan Milli Tarixi-Badii Qorugu 1966-ci ilda
yaranib. 2011-ci ilda onun arazisinda irimiqyasli
abadliq islari apanlmis, hamginin yeni inzibati bina
tikilarak orada muzey acilmisdir. Layihanin rahbari
AMEA - nin mixbir UzvU, memarliq doktoru Cafar
Qiyasidir. 2460 kvadratmetr arazini ahata edan
binada inzibati otaglarla yanasi, Umumdiinya
madani irs siyahisina daxil edilmis abidalar, petro-
qgliflarin kasf edilmasi tarixi, Qobustan arazisindaki
gadim insanlarin hayati, onun ilkin flora va faunasi
barada malumat veran ekspozisiyalar yerlasir.
Binanin fondlarinda gazintilar zamani arxeologiar
tarafindan askarlanmis 100 mindan artiq eksponat
toplanib. Bunlar smak alatlari, silahlar, bazak
asyalari, hamayil, heyvan sumuklari, bitki toxum-
lari va digar artefaktlardan ibaratdir. 2013-cii ilda
Qobustan muzeyi “llin an yaxsi Avropa muzeyi*
miisabiqgasinin galiblarindan biri oldu.

Gobustan museum

The Gobustan National Historical-Artistic Reserve
was created in 1966. In 2011, extensive landscap-
ing work was carried out there and a new office
was built to house a museum. The project initiator
was correspondent member of ANAS, Doctor of
Architecture Jafar Giyasi, As well as administrative
offices, an area of 2,460 square metres holds an
exhibition on World Heritage monuments, the
history of the discovery of petroglyphs, the ancient
people who lived in the area and its original flora
and fauna. The building's vaults contain more than
100,000 items found by archaeologists during
excavations. There are tools, weapons, jewellery,
charms, animal bones, plant seeds etc. In 2013, the
Gobustan museum was among the winners of the
Best European Museum of the Year competition.

Tarix muzeyi

Kompleksin an asag hayatinda yerlasir. Qobustan-
daki gazintilar zamani ajkar olunmus maisat
asyalanndan ibarat oldugca zangin kolleksiya
Azarbaycan Milli Tarix Muzeyinda da tamsil olunub.
Muzeyin fondlannda Azarbaycan xalginin maddi va
manavi irsi ila bagl olan 300 mindan artiq ek-
sponat toplanib. Burada Kur-Araz arxeoloji
madaniyyatina, hamginin asagi va orta paleolitin
miixtalif marhalalarina aid olan amak alatlarini
gOrmak mimkindur. Ekspozisiyaya hamcinin 6lka
tariximizin daha sonraki dovrlari barada malumat-
lar da daxildir. Muzey kolleksiyasinin demak olar ki,
yarisini Azarbaycan dovlatciliyinin 2 min ildan artiq
davam edan dévruni ahata edan 150 min sikka
taskil edir.

Museum of History

Azerbaijan's National History Museum also has a
rich collection of everyday objects found during ex-
cavations in Gobustan. There are more than
300,000 exhibits depicting the spiritual and mate-
rial heritage of the Azerbaijani people. Here are
tools belonging to the Kura-Araz archaeological
culture, as well as to different stages of the Lower
and Middle Palaeolithic Ages. The exhibition also
includes the story of later periods of the country's
history Almost half of the museum's collection is
made up of 150,000 coins representing more than
two thousand years of Azerbaijan's statehood.

Qala

Qala Abseronun an gadim yasayis maskanlarindan
biridir. 1988-ci ilda qoruq elan olunmus 156 hektar
arazida 216 tarixi-memarlig abidasi, o climladan

5 mascid, 3 hamam, 4 ovdan, yasayis evlari, sarda-
balar, kurganlar muhafiza olunur. E.a. tguinct minil-
likdan baslayaraq orta asriaradak olan dovri ahata
edan qala qaliglari va digar memarliq va arxeoloji
abidalar orta asriarda Azarbaycan ahalisinin
meaisatinin tam manzarasini taskil edir. 2008-ci ilda
Heydar 8liyev Fondunun tasabbusu ila Tarixi-Etno-
grafiya gorugunun arazisinda yaranan Arxeoloji-
etnografiya muzey kompleksinda gadim dovrlera
aid tarixi va etnoqrafik predmetlarin olduqca zan-
gin kolleksiyasi, o cimladan Abseron sakinlarinin
qayaustt rasmlarinin nimunalari tamsil olunub.

The Gala historical and ethnographic reserve
Gala is one of the ancient settlements of Absheron
and a total of 216 historical and architectural mon-
uments have been under state protection there
since 1988. On an area of 156 hectares, there are
five mosques, three bathhouses, four underground
ponds, homes, sarcophaguses, burial mounds, the
remains of forts and other architectural and ar-
chaeological monuments dating back to the 3rd
millennium BC and the Middle Ages. They provide
a complete picture of the lives of the inhabitants
of medieval Azerbaijan. On the initiative of the
Heydar Aliyev Foundation, an Archaeological and
Ethnographic Museum Complex was established at
the Historical and Ethnographic Reserve in 2008. It
presents a rich collection of historical and ethno-
graphic antiquities, including examples of cave
drawings by the inhabitants of Absheron.

Qobustandaki tadqiqgatlarin tarixi

Qobustan arazisindaki ilk arxeoloji gazintilar XX
asrin 30-cu illerinda baslamis va Boyuk Vatan
miharibasi basa catdigdan sonra barpa olunmus-
dur. Burada azarbaycanli arxeoloq Ishaq Cafarzada
tarafindan 3500-dak gayadstl tasvir, rasm va
isara, hamginin al ila gazilmis cala, qayalarda
dalikler, maisat asyalari va amak alatleri askar
olunub. 1965-ci ildan etibaran Cafarqulu Riistamov
va Firuza Muradovanin rahbarlik etdiyi xtsusi elmi
ekspedisiya Qobustan abidalarinin dyranilmasi ila
masgul olmusdur. Onlar 20-dan artiq yasayis
maskani va siginacaq, 40 kurgan tadgiq etmis,
3000-a yaxin yeni qayaustl tasvir askarlamis va
geydiyyata almislar.

The history of research in Gobustan

The first archaeological excavations in Gobustan
began in the 1930s and continued after the end of
World War Il. Azerbaijani archaeologist Ishaq Ja-
farzadeh revealed about 3,500 rock paintings,
drawings and symbols, as well as man-made pits,
holes in the rocks, household items and tools. In
1965 Jafargulu Rustamov and Firuza Muradova led
a special scientific expedition in the study of the
monuments of Gobustan. They examined more
than 20 homes and shelters, 40 burial mounds,
and found and registered about 3,000 new petro-

glyphs.
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CnpaBOYHO-UH(pOPMALUOHHbIE MaTepuansl

Roma yazisi

Qorugun srazisinda, Boyiikdas daginin atayinds
eramizin | asrina aid edilan latin yazil das l6vha
var. Bu yazi imperator Domisianm XII lldirnmsuratli
leglonunun senturionu tarafindan yazilib, 0, hamin
legionu muttsfiq ¢arliglar olan iberiya va
Albaniyanin kémayina géndarmisdi. Yazida deyllin
"Imp Domitlano Caesare avg Germanic L Julius
Maximus Leg XII Ful"-"imperator Almaniyall
Domisian Sezar Avqustun dovr{, Lutsi Yuli Mai<sim,
ildinmsiiratli XIl Legionun Senturionu". imperatorun
"germanik" faxri tituluna eramizin 84-cii ilinda
layiq gorildiyini nazara alarag, yazinin 84 va
96-ci illar arasinda yazildigini ehtimal etmak
mimkandr.

Roman inscription

At the foot of Mount Boyukdasfi in the reserve,
there is a stone slab with a Latin inscription from
the 1st century AD. It was left by a centurion of
the Legio Xl Fulminata of Emperor Domitian. In
the year 85, Domitian sent the legion to help the
allied kingdoms of Iberia and Albania. The in-
scription reads: "Imp Domitiano Caesare avg Ger-
manic LJulius Maximus Leg Xl Ful"-"In the time
of the Emperor Domitian Caesar Augustus Ger-
manicus, Lucius Julius Maxim, Centurion of the Le-
gio Xl Fulminata." As the honorary title of Ger-
manicus was taken by the Emperor in 84 AD, it
can be assumed that the inscription was made
between 84 and 96 AD.

Baxis meydancasi

Qobustan gorugunun arazisinda nshang
konussakilli gtibbanin altinda bdyiik baxis mey-
dancasi qurulub. Onun Umumi sahasi 283 kvadrat-
metra barabardir. Vaxtile burada ishaq
Cafarzadenin taskil etdiyi arxeoloji ekspedisiyanin
bazasi yerlasirdi. Buradan Xazar denizins, dagstayi
diizanliya, elace de Qobustan daglanna vaiehedici
manzara agilir. Meydangadan bir negs istigamatda
uzanan cigirlar an ¢ox taninan gayadisti rasmlara
va mashur Qavaldasa aparir.

Observation deck

There is a large observation deck of 283 nin the
reserve, under a huge cone-shaped dome on the
territory of the Gobustan reserve. The base of the
archaeological expedition organized by Ishaq
Jafarzadeh once stood here. It offers amazingly
beautiful views of the Caspian Sea, the foothills
plain and the mountains of Gobustan. There are
several walkways leading from the site to the
most famous rock drawings and the famous Gaval-
dash - a huge tambourine stone.

Tabii alov

Vaxtile Abseron arazisinds tebii gazin torpagin
altindan ¢ixmasi naticesinda ¢oxlu alovyanirdi.
Hazirda bu hadiseni Abseronun bir ne¢a makanin-
da, 0 cuimladan Yanardag (yani "yanan dag")
adlanan yerds izlamak mimkindur. Bu, oldugca
g0zal tabii hadisadir. Hava garalanda va geca
saatlannda xususila bdyuk zovq verir. Dagin
yamacindan ¢ixan alov solaleri daima &z yerini
dayigarak sanki fantastik alov ragsini ifa edir.

Xl asrda yasamis italyan sayyahi Marko Polonun
geydlarinds Vanardag haqginda malumat var.
Yanardagin srazisinds mdvcud olan (g tapads
gadim zamanlarda alov yanirdi. Mahz onlar
Azarbaycanin ramzina gevrilib.

Natural fires

Many lights used to burn on the Absheron as natu-
ral gas escaped from underground. This phenome-
non can still be observed in some areas of the
peninsula, in particular at a place called Yanardag
(‘burning mountain'). This is an exceptionally
beautiful sight. It is especially good at dusk and at
night. Flames erupting from the mountainside are
in constant motion as if performing a fantastic
dance in flame. Yanardag is mentioned in the
notes of the 13th century Italian traveller Marco
Polo. There are three hills at Yanardag on which
fires burned in former times. These fires became a
symbol of Azerbaijan.

Atasgah mabadi

Qobustanin atraf arazilari, buttin Abseron yari-
madas! kimi, gadim dovrlards bir ¢cox Olkalardan
galen atagparastlar tarsfindan ziyarat edilirdi.
Tarixgilarin fikrinca, e.a. X-IX asrlarda burada
zardustiliyin markazlarindsn biri formalasib. Bu
talimin ardicillan bu srazida ¢oxlu sayda mabad
tikmislar. Azarbaycanlilar islam dinini gabul et-
dikdan sonra bu mabadlarin demak olar ki, hamisi
dagidildi. Bakidan 30 kilometr aralida, Suraxani
kendinin kanarinda atesparsstlerin "Atasgah”
("Alovun evi* yaxud "Alovun makani") mebad kom-
pleksi dévrumiizedak galib catib. Mabada bu adin
verilmasi bu arazida tabii gazin alov saklinds satha
{ixmasi kimi unikal tabii fenomenla bagldir.
Tikililarin aksariyyati eramizin Il asrinin sonu-lll
asrin avvallarinds burada mévecud olmus mabadin
qaliglar Gzarinda XVII-XVIII asrin avvallarinda
tikilmisdir. Yeni mabad da mahz hamin dévrda
ucaldilib.

Fire worshippers' temple

In ancient times Gobustan, like the rest of the
Absheron Peninsula, brought together fire wor-
shippers from many countries. Historians suggest
that one of the centres of Zoroastrianism emerged
here in the 10th-9th centuries BC. Followers of this
teaching built many shrines in the area. After
Azerbaijanis converted to Islam, almost all these
temples were destroyed. On the outskirts of the
village of Surakhani, 30 km from Baku, there is a
temple called Ateshgah, which means "House of
Fire' or 'Place of Fire', as the grounds of the temple
are known for the natural phenomenon of burning
gas. Most of its buildings date to the 17th - early
18th centuries. They were constructed on the ruins
of a temple that existed here in the late 2nd and
early 3rd centuries AD.

Qobustan magaralan

Onlar gorugun arxeoloji abidalari arasinda xususi
yer tutur. Tadgiqatlar naticasinds burada 20
magara askar edilib. Onlann arasinda insanlarin
das va tunc, hamginin daha sonraki tarixi dovrlarda
yasadigl Ana-zaga, Kanizs, Ovgular zadasl, Okuizlar,
Firuz, Dasalti, Ceyranlar magaralarini geyd etmak
olar. Burada apanlan gazinti isleri gayatistii resm-
lar, silah va amak alatlari, vehsi va ev heyvan-
lannin simiiklari, ocaq izlarindsn ibarat oldugca
zangin material slds etmaya imkan vermisdir.
Tapintilar hazirda gorugun muzeyinda, elace da
Azarbaycanin diger muzeylarinds niimayis olunur.

Gobustan caves

The caves have special status among the reserve's
archaeological monuments. 20 caves have been
discovered during studies of the territory. They in-
clude the Ana-zaga, Kaniza, Ovchular zagasi,
Okuzlar, Firuz, Dashalti and Jeyrani caves; they
were inhabited in the Stone and Bronze Ages as
well as in later historical periods. Excavations have
yielded a wealth of material: rock drawings,
weapons and tools, the bones of wild and domes-
ticated animals and traces of hearths. The finds are
now on display in the reserve's museum and in
other museums in Azerbaijan.

Qavaldas
Qavaldas Qobustan kolleksiyasinin an unikal arte-

faktlarindan biridir. Faktiki olarag bu das yastisina
qurasdirlmis nshag plitadan ibarat an gadim
musiqi alatidir. Yalniz iki yerda daglara séykanan
gavaldas sanki hava yastiginin tzarinda dayanir.
Digar dasl ona vurdugda muxtslif tonalliga malik
saslar ¢ixir. Marasim ragslari va ayinlar Qavaldasda
ifa edilan sada melodiya ile musayist olunurdu.
Ola bilsin, gavaldasin sadalan tshliike aninda
hayacan signali kimi da saslanirdi. Qobustan
orazisinda iki qavaldas agskar olunub - biri
Cingirdagda, digari ise BOyikdas daginin asag
sakisinda.

Gavaldash

It means ‘tambourine stone'. It is one of Gobustan's
unique artefacts. In fact, it is the oldest musical
-instrument, which is a huge, flat, mounted slab.
The Gavaldash rests on stones in just two places
and stands as though hovering. Tapping it with
another stone can produce sounds of different
pitches. A straightforward melody played on the
stone accompanied ritual dances and ceremonies.
It may also have served as an alarm in cases of
danger. Two tambourine stones were found at
Gobustan; one on Mount Jingirdag and the other
on the lower terrace of Mount Boyukdash.
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"Qaraatli" piri

Kigikdas daginin canub yamacinda yerlasir. Bu pirin
meydana galmasi ile bagli iki ravayat movcuddur.
Birinci ravayata gora VIl asrda islam dini Azarbay-
canda yayildigi zaman yerli biitparastler taraflndan
taglb edilan arab sarkardalarindan birl daglarda
siginacaq axtarirmis. Lakin taglbdsn yaxa qurtara
bilmayacayini anladigdan sonra atdan diisarak
magarada glzlanir ve geyb olur. Mayus olan
dismanlar atin basini kaslrlar. Lakin atin basi
darhal dasa dénarak onlari vahimaya salir. Son-
ralar burada salinan gabilrlstanliga "Qaraatli" ad
verllir. Oigar ravayats gore Qaraatli baba siirgiinda
yasayan amalisaleh insan olmusdur. Onun dagin
yeralti labirintlarina abadi siginmadan 6nca 6z
atini dasa dondardlyl iddia edillr.

Gara Atli Shrine

This Is on the southern slope of Mount Kichikdash.
There are two legends about the appearance of
this shrine. The first is that in the 7th century,
when Islam began to spread across Azerbaijan,
one of the Arab commanders, chased by local
idolaters, sought refuge in the mountains. Realis-
ing that he would not elude them, he left his
horse near the cave and hid inside. His angry ene-
mies cut off the horse’s head. But the head im-
mediately turned into stone, terrifying the pur-
suers. Subsequently a cemetery appeared here
and was called Gara Atli (Black Rider). According
to another legend, Gara Atli baba was a saint in
exile. He himself turned his horse into stone
before disappearing into the mountains' under-
ground labyrinths forever.

Reference and

Sorgu-informasiya materiallari

"Sufi (Sofi) Hamid" piri

Bu ziyaratgah Bakidan 40 kllometr aralida,
Sengacal ve Umbaki gasabalari arasinda yerlasir.
Yerli sakinlarln nasildan-nasle nagl etdiyina gore
Sirvansahlar dovlatinin ¢i¢aklandiyi dovrda burada
yasamis Sufi Hamid Azarbaycana Saudiyys Srabis-
tanindan kd¢miisdul. 0, nacibliyl, hallm xaslyyati,
Insanlara mehriban munasibati, Qurandaki amrlara
ciddl riayat etmasi ila segillrdi. Omrinin so-
nunadak suflllyi tebllg etmisdir. Cox sevdiyi ag
davasinin dincalmak Uclin uzanacag! yerds dafn
olunmasini vasiyyat etmisdir.

Sofi Hamid Shrine

This is a place of pilgrimage located between the
villages of Sangachal and Umbaki, 40 kilometres
from Baku. Locals have passed down the story that
Sofi Hamid, who lived here in the heyday of the
Shirvanshahs, moved to Azerbaijan from Saudi
Arabia. He was distinguished by his nobility, mild
temper, friendly nature and strict observance of
the rules contained in the Qur'an. He was a follow-
er and preacher of Sufism to the end of his life. He
wanted to be buried where his favourite white
camel lay down.

information materials

"Qobustan kolgaleri*

2013-cU ilds Bakida kegirilmis I! tmumdiinya
madaniyyatlerarasi dialog forumunun an baglica
madani hadisalarindan biri "Qobustanin kolgalari*
baletinin premyerasi oldu. 1969-cu ilds yazilmis bu
baletin muallifi bastakar Farac Qarayevdir. Qobus-
tan gayaliglari ila ahata olunmus agiq sshnada
Azarbaycan Dévlat Opera ve Balet Teatrinin
artistlari rags edirdi. Tamasa Uzarinda beynalmilal
komanda - Boyiik Britaniyadan olan xoreograf
MaksIn Braham, onun Italiyadan olan kdmakgisi
Frangesko Mangakazale, isiq Uzra dizayner ABS-li
Tomas Hase isiayib.

Shadows of Gobustan

One of the major cultural events at the Second
World Forum on Intercultural Dialogue held in Baku
in 2013 was the premiere of ‘Shadows of Gobus-
tan', composed by Faraj Garayev in 1969. Artists of
the Azerbaijan State Academic Opera and Ballet
Theatre danced on an open-air stage framed by
the rocks of Gobustan. An international team
worked on the production: choreographer Maxine
Braham from Britain, her assistant Francesco Man-
giacasale from Italy and lighting designer Thomas
Hase from the United States.

Boyukdas, yuxari meydanca
Bsasan muayyan ndv gayalsti rasmlarin yarandigi
tarixi dovrler muxtalif renglarla verilib.

Boyukdash. Upper terrace
Different colors indicate the historical periods during
which rock drawings of a certain type were created.

Petroglifler

Artiq yanmasrdan artigdir ki, alimlar Qobustanin gayadistii rasmlarinin oxun-
masi ila masguldurlar. Askar olunmus petrogliflarin sayinin ¢oxlugu bu isin
hala uzun miiddat davam edacayinl séylamaya asas verir. Ustalik demak
olar ki, har bir gayausti tasvir gadim rassamlarin bir ne¢a naslinin sifralen-
mis maktubu kimi ¢ixis edir. Clinki aksar hallarda mualliflar kéhna tasvirin
Ustlindan yenisini ¢akmakla hansisa magsadlari gtidurddlar. Onlarin 6z dili
var idi, hamin dilda olan isaralarin bir hissasi bizlara - onlarin nasillarina
aydin olsa da, diger hissasi indiyadak ¢oxlu suallar va bazi hallarda fantastik
saviyyaya catan nazariyyalar dogurur.

Muhum olan odur ki, iti das vasitasila qaya Uizerinda insan, heyvan, gayiq
siluetlarini hakk edan gadim insan ilk dafa olaraq informasiyani tasbit et-
makla onu sonraki nasillare 6turmusdir. Bu, basariyyatin madaniyyat tarix-
inin baslangic noqtasi olan asl informasiya ingilabi idi. Va bu ingilabda
Qobustanin gadim sakinlari mihiim rol oynamislar, ¢linki Azarbaycan
tadgigatcilarinin fikrinca, Qobustanin das kitabindaki yazilar
Mesopotamiyanin ilk piktografik l6vhalerindan minillikler 6nce yaranib.
Madani informasiyanin dastyicilari kimi, onlaryalniz yasi 75 min ilden az
olmayan Blomboss muncuglanndan gerl galir.

Petroglyphs
Scientists have been engaged in deciphering the rock carvings of Gobustan for

more than half a century Judging by the abundance of petroglyphs found, this
work will take many years, as almost every rock drawing is a coded message
from several generations of ancient artists. The artists very often applied a
new image over an old one to suit their own purpose. They also had their own
language, some of whose characters are clear to us, their descendants, while
other characters still give rise to endless speculation and a myriad theories,
some quite fantastic.

But the important point is that by carving silhouettes of animals, people
and boats on rocks with sharp stones, primitive man thus recorded information
for the first time and stored it for future generations. It was a teal information
revolution, a launch pad for the cultural history of mankind. The ancient inhabi-
tants of Qobustan played a very important role here since, according to Azer-
baijani researchers, the Gobustan records in this stone book are many thou-
sands of years older than the first pictographic tablets from Mesopotamia.

As carriers of cultural information, they are later only than the Blombos
engravings, which are more than 75,000 years old.

Different colours symbolize the historical periods in which certain types of

rock drawing were mainly created.
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EPILOGUE

SON SOZ

Bu kitabin magsadi Xazar danizinin sahillarinds, Qafqaz daglarinda, iran
yaylasinda basar sivilizasiyasinin iyirmi min illik tarixinin isiqlandiril-
masindan ibaratdir. Lakin Qobustan olmasaydi, bu vazitanin 6hdasindan
galmak imkansiz kimi goriunar va yerina yetirilo bilmazdi. Bu valehedici
makanin gadim sakinlari bdyuk madaniyyatin yaranmasinda istirak et-
makla yanasi, onun quruculug marhalalarini dzlari Ugun alverisli olan
formada tasbit etmislor.

Hazirda Qobustanda askar olunmus gayaustu rasmlar, arxeoloq va
paleontologlartarafinden Abseron yarimadasinda alds edilan tapintilar
biza uzaq acdadlarimizin hayatina nazar salmaga, onlarin maisatini va
atraf muhitini tesavvir etmaya imkan verir. Bu muhit sart ve mirakkab,
onun manimsanilmasi istigamatinda atilan har addim isa inanilmaz ¢atin-
liklarla musayiat olunmusdur.

Omak alatlari va silahlarin tekmillasdirilmasi bu gin elm va
texnologiya sahasinda kasflarle muqayisa edile bilacek daracada
iraliya dogru sicrayis idi. Yen! torpaqlara har sayahat dogma yerlara bir
daha gayitmamagq tahlikasi ile bagh idi. Lakin insanlari gézlayan tah-
lukanin na daracada boylk olmasindan asili olmayaraq, onlarin
maskunlasdigi Kainatin sarhadlari ildan-ila, asrden-asra genislanirdi. On-
lar primitiv silahlar, k6hna gamilarle kegilmaz mesaslar, sildinnmli daglar,
cay va danizlari asaraq muddati va ¢atinliyi heyranliq doguran safarlara
cixirdilar. Lakin mahz daf edilean manealarin macmusu bu gahraman-
g1 gostarmis insanin hiinarinin dayarlandiriimasinin haqigatan da diizgin
meyaridir.

Nahayat, unutmaq olmaz ki, bu dévr incesanatin meydana galdiyi
dévrdur. Musiqi, tasviri sanat, heykaltarashqg va hatta adabiyyat - butin
bunlar sonralar saray vo mabadlarda deyil, minilliklar énca gadim in-
sanlarin dayanacaqlarinda, magaralarda, tongal atrafinda, yondamsiz
komalann shatasinda meydana galmisdir. Bu incasanat sada olsa da,
samimi, forma va Uslub baximindan basit, lakin ger¢cak ve hayati idi.

Hamin dovr barada dyranilasi sey hale ¢coxdur. Qobustanin das kitabi
axiradak oxunmayib. Onun bir ¢cox sahifalari hala askar olunmayib. Digar-
larinin oxunmaya va izaha ehtiyaci var. Va bu minilliklar salnamasinda
na qgadar sirr voa muammalarin oldugunu yalniz texmin etmak

mumkindr.

EPILOGUE

The purpose of this book - to tell of the twenty millennia history of
human civilisation on the shores of the Caspian Sea, in the Cauca-
sus Mountains, on the Iranian Plateau - would be impossible to ac-
complish if it hadn't been for Gobustan. The ancient Inhabitants of
this amazing place were not only involved In the creation of a great
culture, but also recorded the stages of Its construction in a form avail-
able to them.

Today, thanks to the rock drawings found in Gobustan, the dis-
coveries of archaeologists and palaeontologists on the Absheron Penin-
sula, we may glimpse into the lives of our ancestors and try to imag-
ine their lives and the world around them. It was a hard and diffi-
culttime, and each step along the path of development was incredibly
difficult.

Every improvement in tools and weapons was a leap forward com-
parable to today's discoveries in science and technology. Every jour-
ney to new lands was fraught with the risk of never returning to their
homes. Yet, great as the dangers were, the boundaries of the Inhabited
universe expanded year after year, century after century. They
moved through Impenetrable forests, steep mountains, rivers and seas
with only primitive weapons and In precarious vessels. And the du-
rations and complexities of their journeys are truly amazing. But It
Is the sum of the obstacles that provide a true measure of the feat
performed.

Finally, we must not forget that It was a time of the emergence
ot art. Music, drawing, architecture and even literature - none of them
first emerged In the later palaces and temples, but thousands of years
before In the dwellings of prehistoric people. In the caves, by the fires,
in squalid huts. This art may have been naive, but It was sincere and
spontaneous, simple In form and style, but true and vital. We have
yet much to learn about that time. The Stone Book of Gobustan has
not been read to the end. Many of Its pages have not even been found,
Others need to be deciphered and Interpreted. And one can only Imag-
ine how many more secrets and mysteries this chronicle of thousands

of years contains.
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