How Does Gender Determine Roles and Behaviors of Women in and outside of
Georgian Families?
We would like to present the third report from the Caucasus Barometer Report Writing Competition
held by CRRC in spring 2011 and written by Mariam Naskidashvili. The first and the second reports
were published earlier this summer. The report concerns the roles and behavior of women in
Georgian society. Here is a short summary of the report:
Only 1 percent of Georgians say that the main decision maker at home should be a woman, and only
2 percent consider a woman an ideal breadwinner. A majority of the Georgian population does not
expect women to drink strong alcohol, smoke tobacco, have premarital sex, or live separately from
their parents, according to data from CRRC’s 2010 Caucasus Barometer Survey. Georgia is a
traditional society where normative roles are strongly attached to gender, and there are quite
different forms of behavior expected from men and women. However, the situation is much more
complex than it first appears, with more women than men being seen as the primary breadwinners in
Georgian families, and some 60 percent of Georgians being comfortable with the idea of having a
woman as an immediate boss. While traditional gender roles are still held to be ‘ideal’, the realities
of life supersede this, and strong majorities of Georgians say that women should not face obstacles
receiving an education or finding work.
When it comes to social mores, it is clear that Georgia remains a conservative country where the
majority of people say it is never acceptable for women to have sex outside of marriage. However,
Georgia is not monolithic; young Georgians are less conservative, as are those who live in Tbilisi,
and those who are more educated. It is possible that these seemingly deeply entrenched attitudes
may be changing.
Access the full report here.

